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SHAMOKIN — A Shenandoah 
man charged with 27 offenses 
including third-degree murder 
and homicide by vehicle while 
under the infl uence of  a con-
trolled substance was denied bail 

at his arraignment Friday morn-
ing before Magisterial District 
Judge John Gembic III.

Christopher William Weston, 
37, of  Lost Creek Road, is facing 
a minimum of  16 to 32 years in 
prison if  convicted of  just the 
third-degree murder charge in 
connection with an April 11 crash 
along Snydertown Road near 

Logging Road in Snydertown that 
claimed the life of  his passenger, 
Kaylee Valari Pukiewicz, 21, of  
Shenandoah.

After Gembic read the numer-
ous charges fi led against him by 
Trooper Raymond Snarski, of  
state police at Stonington, Weston 
was silent and posed no questions 
to the judge.

He later told Gembic he expects 
attorney Michael O’Donnell, who 
currently represents him on oth-
er charges, to be his lawyer.

Weston did not oppose a 
request by Northumberland 
County District Attorney Tony 
Matulewicz for Gembic to deny 
bail due to the murder charge, his 
extensive criminal history and 

because he’s a fl ight risk.
Matulewicz said Weston, who 

was already in prison in lieu of  
$40,000 cash bail on a felony of  
possession with intent to deliver 
a controlled substance, has a 
current prior record score of  
5, which includes a charge of  

Shenandoah man denied bail in homicide-by-vehicle case
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MANDATA — The 
threat of  a shooting at Line 
Mountain Middle/High 
School Friday afternoon 
turned out to be a case 
of  “swatting” — a hoax 
phone call intended to draw 
large numbers of  police 
and emergency services 
to a location, and the call 
originated in Indiana, state 
police initially said.

The threat and the fact 
that it was originally 
reported over county emer-
gency communications at 
2:02 p.m. as an “active shoot-
er” incident drew dozens 

POLICE BLAME LINE MT. 

THREAT ON ‘SWATTING’
Schools 
throughout 
region 
locked 
down over 
‘hoax’
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A group of 
armed Pa. State 
Police troopers 
patrol on foot 
outside Line 
Mountain High 
School, which 
was placed on 
lockdown 
Friday after-
noon following 
a report of an 
active shooter. 
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Two van drivers 
of special needs 

children talk 
with 

Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s 

Office Sgt. 
Dwayne Pidcoe 
during Friday’s 
incident at Line 

Mountain 
Middle/High 

School in 
Mandata.
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Molly McCarthy of Northumberland County Adult Probation and Parole, 
second from left, waves to a student at Line Mountain Elementary School, 
Trevorton, on Friday afternoon as school was dismissed after being on 
lockdown. Also pictured is Patrolman Shane Mowery, left, of the Shamokin 
Police Department.
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One of  the more 
noteworthy — and 
tragic — incidents of  
swatting occurred in 
2017 in Wichita, Kan-
sas, where an innocent 
man was shot dead 
by police because of  a 
hoax phone call that 
originated in Califor-
nia.

Swatting became a 
topic locally on Friday 
when police said a call 
that originated in Indi-
ana was made to Line 
Mountain Middle/
High School indicating 

Fatal 
‘swatting’ 
case in 
Wichita 
highlights 
growing 
trend
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MANDATA — For one 
student, there was gen-
uine fear, but not panic, 
when Line Mountain 
Middle/High School went 
into a lockdown Friday 
afternoon.

“I told myself  to stay 
calm and follow proce-
dures and if  anything hap-
pens, be ready for it,” he 
said. “I was also praying 
for everyone to be safe.”

The senior, who did not 
want his name used, said 
he was in a classroom 
with about 20 other stu-
dents for the last period 
of  the day when the lock-
down was announced over 
the loudspeaker about 
2 p.m. He said the teach-
er and students began 
procedures that they’ve 
practiced at least once this 
school year in a lockdown 
drill: close the blinds on 
the windows; put paper 
over the small window in 
the classroom door; and 
remove a magnet from the 
latch, allowing the class-

room door to lock.
Then, the teacher and 

students huddled into a 
corner and waited.

He estimated it was 
about an hour before an 
announcement came over 
the loudspeaker that the 
building was safe, but that 
the lockdown would con-
tinue.

He said he got out of  his 
classroom when the prin-
cipal came and unlocked 
the door at about 4 p.m. 
He believes students were 
released one classroom at 

LM student 
prayed, tried 
to stay calm

“I told myself to 
stay calm and 
follow 
procedures and 
if anything 
happens, be 
ready for it. I 
was also praying 
for everyone to 
be safe.”
Student,

Line Mountain Middle/

High School
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