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HUMMELS WHARF — A 
Miffl inburg man and Trevorton 
woman who were gunned down 
just before 8 p.m. Friday in the 
Buffalo Wild Wings parking lot 
were seen embracing moments 
before being shot.

Matthew T. Bowersox, 52, of  

299 Raven Lane, and Heather Sue 
Campbell, 46, of  836 W. Shamokin 
St., were identifi ed by Pennsylva-
nia State Police Trooper Cameron 
Wolfberg as being killed in the 
incident outside the eatery in the 
Monroe Marketplace located in 
Snyder County.

Campbell had a protection from 
abuse order against Christopher 
Tauren Fernanders, 55, of  1694 

state Route 890, Rockefeller Town-
ship, who is now facing charges 
of  murder of  the fi rst degree (two 
counts), recklessly endangering 
another person, discharge of  a 
fi rearm into occupied structure, 
stalking, criminal mischief, pos-
session of  fi rearm prohibited, 
fi rearms not to be carried without 
license, possession instrument of  
crime and contempt for violation 

of  order or agreement.
A search warrant for Fer-

nanders’ home, which was issued 
Saturday morning by Magisterial 
District Judge John Gembic to 
Trooper Raymond Snarski III, 
stated that Campbell was granted 
the protection from abuse order 
on July 1.

Fernanders was charged with 
terroristic threats and harass-

ment as the result of  domestic 
dispute that occurred at 10 p.m. 
June 21 at Campbell’s residence. 
Trooper Nathan Messner report-
ed that Fernanders stated he was 
going to kill Campbell during the 
incident.

The search warrant stated 
that multiple witnesses reported 

Rockefeller Township man 
charged in double homicide
Couple embrace moments before being shot in restaurant parking lot

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

KULPMONT — A small, but tra-
ditionalist group held an informal 
San Marziale Procession that began 
in the borough and concluded at a 
private residence near Strong.

The group on Sunday marched 
to the homes of  family and friends 
to honor St. Marziale, also known 

as St. Martialis of  Rome, who is the 
patron saint of  Torricella Peligna 
and Isca sullo Ionio, a small town in 
southern Italy that was the birth-
place of  many Italian immigrants 
who came to America, especially the 
coal region.

The annual event coincides with 
St. Marziale’s feast day, July 10, and 
typically involves the Kulpmont Our 
Boys Band performing Italian and 
patriotic American music while 

onlookers pin money to a large stat-
ue of  the saint. The pandemic, how-
ever, caused organizers this year 
to initially cancel the event before 
deciding on a subdued version.

People had the opportunity to pin 
money onto ribbons resting on the 
statue during Mass at Holy Angels 
Church. The funds will be donated 
to local organizations, local projects 

St. Marziale honored 
during informal procession

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTO

Members of the greater Kulpmont community honor St. Marziale with a performance of “Tarantella 
Napoletana” following a procession through the borough and a portion of Mount Carmel 
Township on Sunday. St. Marziale, also known as St. Martialis of Rome, is the patron saint of 
Torricella Peligna and Isca sullo Ionio, a small town in southern Italy that was the birthplace of 
many Italian immigrants who came to America.
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SUNBURY — President 
Judge Charles Saylor has 
upheld a negligence claim 
against the Mount Carmel 
Area School District and 
high school chemistry 
teacher Tammy Michaels 
in a lawsuit over a botched 
experiment.

Karen Green, the parent 
of  Mount Carmel Area 
High School student who 
received second-degree 
burns from burning meth-
anol, has fi led an amended 
lawsuit that accuses the 
district and Michaels with 
negligence.

The matter arises from 

an incident on Aug. 30, 2018, 
during which Michaels 
ignited methanol inside 
a container on a labora-
tory desk that caused an 
explosion, which knocked 
the container on its side, 
pouring fl aming liquid 
methanol onto the desk 
and leg of  a student, who is 
identifi ed in documents by 
her initials.

In April 2019, U.S. District 
Judge Matthew Brann dis-
missed four constitutional 
claims under the Civil 
Rights Act of  1871 against 
the district, Michaels, 
then-Superintendent Ber-
nie Stellar and high school 
Principal Lisa Varano.

Negligence claim 
upheld against 
Mount Carmel 
Area School 
District, teacher
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MILTON — The new Mis-
sissippi state fl ag is expect-
ed to be emblazoned with a 
phrase that has deep ties to 

the Milton community.
Gov. Tate Reeves on June 

30 signed a bill that will 
change the state’s fl ag con-
taining red, white and blue 
stripes with the Confeder-
ate battle emblem in one 
corner.

A commission will 
design a new one that can-
not include the Confederate 
symbol and must have the 
words “In God We Trust,” 
which former Pennsylvania 
Gov. James Pollock, a Mil-
ton native, is recognized as 
creating.

A nine-member commis-
sion will be formed to devel-
op, design and report to the 
governor and legislature its 
recommendations for the 
new design no later than 
Sep. 14.

The new design will be 
placed on the ballot in a 
statewide special election. 
The new fl ag, the bill states, 

New Mississippi 
state flag design to 
have ties to Milton

GOV. JAMES POLLOCK
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NEW YORK — Crowded 
bars and house parties have 
been identifi ed as culprits 
in spreading the coronavi-
rus. Meat packing plants, 
prisons and nursing homes 
are known hot spots. Then 
there’s the complicated case 
of  America’s churches.

The vast majority of  
these churches have cooper-
ated with health authorities 
and successfully protected 
their congregations. Yet 
from the earliest phases 
of  the pandemic, and con-
tinuing to this day, some 
worship services and other 
religious activities have 
been identifi ed as sources 

of  local outbreaks.
They are by no means at 

the top of  the list of  prob-
lematic activities across the 
U.S., but they have posed 
challenges for government 
leaders and public health 
offi cials whose guidelines 
and orders are sometimes 
challenged as encroach-
ments on religious liberty.

“If  we wanted to have 
zero risks, the safest thing 
would be to never open our 
doors,” said prominent 
Dallas megachurch pastor 
Robert Jeffress. “The ques-
tion is how can you balance 
risk with the very real need 
to worship.”

Churches amid the pandemic: 
Some outbreaks, many challenges
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