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Staff writer

Randy Watts, fourth from left, enjoying time with re-enactors at Fort Niagara, who were simulating taking him into 
custody.
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KULPMONT — Kulpmont100 
Inc. added to its list of  successful 
projects Saturday with its inaugu-
ral First Responders Day parade 
and musical salute.

Despite the threat of  rain at 
the outset of  the 1 p.m. event, a 
crowd was on hand to witness the 
procession that included bands, 
marching groups and a long 
line of  fi re engines, emergency 
response vehicles and members 
of  state and local law enforcement 
units.

The 40-minute parade down 
Chestnut Street (Route 61), the 
main thoroughfare in the bor-
ough, had every fi refi ghting orga-
nization and emergency medical 

First responders from area 
have their day in Kulpmont

HARRY DEITZ/FOR THE NEWS-ITEM

A couple waves to approaching emergency services personnel 
taking part in Saturday’s First Responders Day parade in 
Kulpmont, organized by Kulpmont100.

HARRY DEITZ/FOR THE NEWS-ITEM

Grand marshal and U.S. Navy veteran Chet Gard rides in an antique vehicle driven by Joe 
Cesari during Saturday’s first responders parade in Kulpmont. In the backseat is Gard’s 
daughter, Diane Brennan, who is visiting from Tucson, Arizona.
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SHAMOKIN — A 14-year-
old boy allegedly took a 
Ford Escape for a drive with 
three juvenile friends and 
crashed into an ambulance 
at Shamokin and Sunbury 
streets around 3 a.m. Saturday.

City police Cpl. Jarrod 
Scandle said the boy was driv-
ing south on Shamokin Street 
and drove through a red light, 
causing a collision with the 
AREA Services ambulance. 
The ambulance was not in 
route to a call and was not 
transporting a patient at the 
time.

Two EMTs, Shayla Hen-
dricks and Shawn Myers, 
and all four juveniles were 
transported to Geising-
er-Shamokin Area Commu-
nity Hospital to be treated 
for minor injuries and were 

Boy, 14, 
crashes 
SUV at 
3 a.m.
Ambulance hit; 
6 need treatment
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SHAMOKIN — A sec-
ond-alarm fi re that burned 
through the second fl oor 
and attic of  a home at 39 S. 
Seventh St. Friday afternoon 
is not believed to be suspi-
cious, city fi re investigator 

Officer:
Fire not 
suspicious
Boy burned fingers 
in Shamokin blaze
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SHAMOKIN — A man 
wanted on warrants out of  
Schuylkill County climbed 
onto a neighbor’s roof  on 
Pearl Street Saturday after-
noon in an attempt to avoid 
apprehension, police said.

Travis Beaver, 19, of  
Shenandoah, had been living 
with his parents at 1001 N. 
Pearl St., according to Cpl. 
Jarrod Scandle.

Scandle said the mother 
of  Beaver’s girlfriend called 
police asking to do a welfare 
check around 4:56 p.m., stat-
ing she was concerned for her 
daughter. At the home, police 
learned from the girlfriend 
that Beaver was upstairs.

Man 
flees 
cops
onto 
roof

BY THE NEWS-ITEM

SHAMOKIN — Florence 
may pay a visit next week, 
but the heavy rain forecast 
for today is thanks to Gordon.

The remnants of  Tropical 
Storm Gordon have prompt-
ed a fl ood watch from the 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) for a large portion of  
Pennsylvania that went into 
effect at 8 p.m. Saturday and 
continues through Monday 
evening for Northumber-
land, Montour, Columbia, 
Schuylkill, Snyder and some 
30 other counties.

Rain was forecast to 
become heavy at times over 
western areas Saturday night 
and become heavier over 
eastern areas today. Rain will 
then continue heavy at times 
into Monday.

Gordon’s remnants have 
combined with “deep mois-
ture and a front” to bring peri-
ods of  heavy rainfall and the 
threat for signifi cant fl ooding 
from the Midwest to the Mid 

Flood 
watch 
on into 
Monday
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SHAMOKIN — While 
environmental groups 
turned out nationwide 
Saturday for the “Cli-
mate, Jobs and Justice” 
event, three organizations 
demonstrated the environ-
mental impact of  coal min-

ing and restoration efforts 
locally.

Approximately 20 people 
met in Claude Kehler Com-
munity Park as a chilly 
rain drizzled down to take 
part in the event sponsored 
by Susquehanna Valley 
Progress, Climate Reality 
Project and the Hub for 
Progress, which consists 
of  several different orga-
nizations in Lewisburg, 

Danville and the Columbia 
County area.

Penn Darvin, of  Climate 
Reality Project, explained 
that on Sept. 8, events are 
held across the country 
for “Climates, Jobs and 
Justice,” and for 2018 they 
precede a large national 
gathering in San Francisco 
this week where state and 

‘Climate, Jobs and Justice’ 
given push in coal region

STEPHANIE BETTICK/STAFF PHOTO

Penn Darvin, of Climate Reality Project, welcomed 
people at Claude Kehler Community Park on 
Saturday to the “Climate, Jobs and Justice” event.
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