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HARRISBURG — Customers 
of  bars and restaurants impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic now 
have the option of  purchasing 
cocktails to go.

Gov. Tom Wolf  on Thursday 

signed into law a liquor reform 
bill that includes a provision 
allowing licensed establishments 
that have lost 25% of  average 
monthly total sales, and that offer 
meals to go, to temporarily sell 
mixed drinks for off-premise con-
sumption.

Rep. Kurt Masser, R-107, spon-
sored an amendment to Bill 327, 

now Act 21 of  2020, allowing 
certain establishments to sell pre-
pared beverages or mixed drinks 
for off-premise consumption in 
quantities between 4 to 64 ounces.

The temporary rule expires 
after the COVID-19 disaster emer-
gency ends and a business reach-
es 60% capacity.

Rep. Perry Warren, D-Bucks, 

lead sponsor of  the bill, said the 
amendment supports local restau-
rants selling food, beer and wine 
for curbside pickup and takeout 
during the crisis by allowing 
them to expand the products they 
can provide to consumers.

“Our local restaurants are 
working hard to feed our commu-
nities during this diffi cult time,” 

Warren said in a news release 
Thursday.

The law, which goes into effect 
immediately, permits eligible 
establishments to sell packaged 
containers of  mixed drinks no 
less than 4 ounces and no great-
er than 64 ounces in a single 

Cocktails to go
Wolf signs bill allowing COVID-19-impacted 
bars, restaurants to sell take-out mixed drinks
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Veterans Dennis Fellin and Dave Joseph look for graves of veterans and service members buried 
at Odd Fellows Cemetery, in Coal Township, on Thursday. Veterans and other volunteers placed 
approximately 1,600 flags throughout the cemetery along Trevorton Road in honor of Memorial 
Day.
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Veteran 
Jim 
Diamond 
places a 
flag on the 
grave of a 
veteran 
buried at 
Odd 
Fellows 
Cemetery 
in Coal 
Township 
on 
Thursday.
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HARRISBURG — Some 
counties in Pennsylvania 
could see practically all 
of  the state’s pandemic 
restrictions 
on business 
activity and 
gatherings 
lifted in 
the com-
ing days, 
other than 
social-dis-
tancing and 
health-monitoring guide-
lines that are in place to 
help stop the spread of  the 
coronarivus.

Thursday’s announce-
ment by Gov. Tom Wolf  
— that some counties could 
get to move to the least-re-
strictive “green” phase of  
his three-color traffi c-signal 
reopening plan stages — 
could become offi cial today.

“So I’ll be announcing 
a whole range of  counties 
tomorrow (Friday) moving 
from red to yellow and the 
hope is that we’ll also be 
making some counties that 
might even be moving from 
yellow to green tomorrow 
(Friday),” Wolf  told report-
ers on a conference call.

With the number of  new 
infections slowing, Wolf  
has been easing social dis-
tancing restrictions and 
allowing many businesses 
to reopen in lightly impact-
ed areas of  the state.

It is not clear, exactly, 
what restrictions, if  any, 
will remain in place in the 
green phase.

Wolf’s health secretary, 
Dr. Rachel Levine, said 

Governor 
eyes lifting 
of many 
more 
pandemic 
restrictions
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ZERBE TOWNSHIP — 
A minor male was taken 
into custody after a vehicle 
pursuit that initiated at 
5:12 p.m. Thursday.

Police reported that 
Patrolman Allen Guiney 
attempted a vehicle stop on 
a sedan on state Route 225 
near the Sunoco gas station.

The driver, who was not 
identifi ed because of  his 
age, is alleged to have fl ed 
the scene and, in the pro-
cess, collided with a police 
cruiser. Police said the 
crash was minor and there 
were no injuries.

The vehicle continued 
to fl ee with offi cers from 
Shamokin, Sunbury, Coal 
Township and the Pennsyl-
vania State Police respond-
ing to assist.

According to scanner 
transmissions, the vehicle 
was a Honda Civic and 
reportedly fl ed at a high 
rate of  speed.

Shortly after, police said, 
the suspect turned himself  
into police. An investiga-
tion into the incident is 
ongoing.

Suspect 
taken into 
custody 
following 
Zerbe 
pursuit
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MANDATA — The Line Moun-
tain High School is pleased to 
announce it has partnered with 
Herff  Jones – in collaboration with 
graduation technology partners 
StageClip and MarchingOrder – to 

host a virtual commencement for 
the Class of  2020.

The event will be held 7:30 p.m. 
June 4. The virtual graduation can 
be viewed by a link found at www.
linemountain.com. This link will 
be available on the website for the 
virtual graduation date June 4.

The ceremony will include the 
national anthem, alma mater, 
welcome address by the class 
president, valedictorian and salu-
tatorian speeches, and speeches by 
the principal and superintendent. 
Each graduate will be featured in 
an individual slide.

In light of  current challenges 
surrounding the COVID-19 global 
health crisis, resulting in closed 
campuses for the remainder of  the 
school year and no clear indication 
as to when it would be possible to 

Line Mountain to hold virtual graduation
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Researchers who exam-
ined the lungs of  patients 
killed by COVID-19 found 
evidence that it attacks 
the lining of  blood vessels 
there, a critical difference 
from the lungs of  people 
who died of  the fl u, accord-
ing to a report published 
Thursday in the New 
England Journal of  Medi-
cine.

Critical parts of  the lungs 
of  patients infected by the 
novel coronavirus also 

More evidence 
emerges why 
COVID-19 is 
much worse 
than flu
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