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HARRISBURG, Pa. — Pennsyl-
vania passed 50,000 reported coro-
navirus infections on Monday, 
but the rate of  spread has slowed 
and health offi cials say the state 
should be in a better position by 
fall to respond to and contain 
fresh outbreaks.

More than a month after Gov. 
Tom Wolf  ordered all residents 

to stay at home and schools and 
nonessential businesses to close, 
parts of  the state are getting 
ready to reopen this week.

“We were able to bend and 
straighten the curve so that we 
did not have the size of  the peak, 
the surge, that we we were talking 
about, and it didn’t overwhelm 
health care systems. I think that 
is a success,” Wolf’s health sec-
retary, Dr. Rachel Levine, said 
during a video news conference 
Monday.

While warning of  a “signifi -

cant poten-
tial increase 
of  cases” 
in the fall, 
Levine 
predicted 
that greatly 
expanded 

testing and a new contact tracing 
program — in which infected peo-
ple are swiftly isolated and people 
they came into contact with are 
quarantined — should help Penn-
sylvania keep a lid on the virus.

“I think we’ll be in a much bet-

ter position in the fall to be able to 
try to prevent any signifi cant out-
breaks and as much community 
spread of  COVID-19,” Levine said.

In other coronavirus-related 
developments:

Nursing homes

A decision is expected this 
week on whether the Health 
Department will release data on 
COVID-19 at individual nursing 
homes.

Health offi cials have been 
under pressure to name long-

term care facilities with virus 
cases, with the state’s chief  fi s-
cal watchdog, Auditor General 
Eugene DePasquale, urging great-
er transparency.

Health Department offi cials 
say they have been weighing the 
public’s right to know against 
patient privacy and the dictates 
of  state law.

“We’ll be making a decision 
about that this week,” Levine said 
Monday.

Pennsylvania tops 50K with coronavirus
Rate of new cases decline as parts of state to reopen this week

Recent 

local, state 

numbers on 

COVID-19:

See Page A5
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A man walks 
underneath a 
flowering tree 
along Lincoln 
Street in 
Shamokin on 
Monday. 
Despite the 
pleasant condi-
tions last week-
end, the high 
temperature will 
plummet 
Wednesday to 
49 degrees, 20 
degrees below 
the average. 
The weather 
will remain cool 
through the 
weekend. For 
more informa-
tion, go to Page 
A15.
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COAL TOWNSHIP — The 
Anthracite Outdoor Adventure 
Area (AOAA) Authority is reopen-
ing its facility later this month.

Meanwhile, a Department of  
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
project to transform 88 acres of  
abandon mine lands into a “world-
class” off-road attraction contin-
ues to forge ahead.

Authority Chairman Jim 
Backes said Sunday that ongoing 
discussions to determine when 
to open the AOAA have been 
occurring since Gov. Tom Wolf  
announced that 24 counties, 
including Northumberland, will 
change from “red” to “yellow,” 
allowing non-life-sustaining busi-
nesses to reopen its doors this 
Friday.

The AOAA announced Monday 
that the facility will be reopening 
for annual pass holders from May 
15 to 17. Annual pass holders must 
show a staff  member their pass 
before entering the trail system. 
There will not be any day-pass 
sales.

Backes said some workers 
returned this week to start trail 
work and other maintenance.

“The storms we had over the 
past few weeks have blocked 
trails,” Backes said. “We need to 
get them cleaned up.”

He said the board and Dave 
Porzi, director of  operations, are 
working on new registration pro-
cedures to abide by “aggressive 

mitigation” standards set forth 
by Wolf  and the Department of  
Health.

Procedures may include, but are 
not limited to, processing waivers 
of  liability online, using windows 
at the trailhead offi ce to maintain 
6 feet of  distance between riders 
and employees, and requiring 
guests to wear a mask during 
check-in.

“Once we get the riders on the 
trail they are spread out. With 
over 8,000 acres, (the property) 
takes care of  the social distanc-
ing,” Backes said. “We want to 
have everything in place, because 
we know (the AOAA) will have a 
large crowd.”

Backes said it is the intention of  
the authority to reopen the AOAA 
from Thursday to Monday until 

AOAA 88-acre land 
reclamation project 
moving forward
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Shown in mid-April is a project to reclaim 88 acres in Coal 
and Zerbe townships that contained a water impoundment 
known locally as “The Caves” and 5,600 linear feet of high-
walls. As of March 31, approximately 311,000 cubic yards of 
material has been used to grade the area.

“ Once we get the rid-
ers on the trail they are 
spread out. With over 

8,000 acres, (the proper-
ty) takes care of the 
social distancing. We 
want to have every-

thing in place, because 
we know (the AOAA) 

will have a large crowd.” 

Jim Backes,

Chairman, AOAA
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SUNBURY — A 
45-year-old Sunbury 
woman was charged 
Monday morning with 
attempted criminal 
homicide after she 
allegedly stabbed her 

ex-boyfriend multiple 
times Sunday night at 
her residence.

Pansy Ann Farber, 
of  138 Lombard St., is 
accused of  stabbing 
Gordon Walker, who suf-
fered six wounds and a 
lung injury that left him 
hospitalized in critical 
condition.

Farber also is accused 
of  stabbing a dog, caus-
ing serious injury.

Walker reported to 
Northumberland Coun-
ty Communications 
Center at 9:03 p.m. that 
he was stabbed in the 
back by Farber. Walker 
said he was losing blood 
and needed immediate 

assistance. He said 
Farber was still in the 
home.

Upon arriving at the 
residence, Sgt. Travis 
Bremigen and Patrol-
man Keith Tamborelli 
made entry through the 
open front door with 

Sunbury woman charged 
with attempted homicide
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LOCUST GAP — A Locust 
Gap man remains in prison after 
being charged with discharging 
a .243-caliber rifl e inside his resi-
dence Sunday morning.

David Allen Sadusky, 40, of  269 
Main St., was arraigned Sunday 

by Magisterial District Judge Wil-
liam Cole on a felony of  discharg-
ing a fi rearm in an occupied 
residence and misdemeanors of  
recklessly endangering another 
person and disorderly conduct.

The charges were fi led by 
Mount Carmel Township Patrol-
man Kenneth Bowers.

He was committed to Northum-
berland County Jail in lieu of  

$75,000 cash bail.
Shortly before 5:30 a.m., police 

were summoned to Sadusky’s 
home for a report of  shots fi red. 
Upon arriving at the scene, Bow-
ers and Mount Carmel Patrol-
man Tyler Herbster spotted 
Sadusky at the corner of  First 
and Main streets, while his Ruger 

Police: Man discharges rifle inside Gap home
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