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INSIDE SPORTS COMMUNITY

•Car wreck in Centralia, A3

•Trunk or treat in Coal Township, A6

• Lewisburg street lights spruced, A9

•Baldwin: Shooting was accidental, A10

•Shamokin garage’s makeover, C1

•Milton pastor retires, C1

•Lollipop loop at Lehigh Gap, C3

•Cars We Remember, C6

•LM wins fi rst of year, B1

•MCA routs Warrior Run, B1

•SCA dominates Selinsgrove, B1

•Lewisburg tops Milton, B1
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• Pricilla Kobilis
• Bonnie Swartz

TODAY’S FORECAST

Mostly cloudy 
with a shower,         
56°/37°, Page B10

BY TIM ZYLA

THE NEWS-ITEM

tim_z@newsitem.com

COAL TOWNSHIP — The man 
who allegedly admitted to police 
he shot and killed three people 
earlier this year in Snydertown 
has been charged with planning 
an escape from the Northumber-

land County Jail.
Matthew Joseph Reed, 23, sent 

a letter to his father while incar-
cerated asking him to assist in an 
escape while being transported to 
a court hearing, police said.

“I want you to help me escape 
when I go to court ram the cop 
car that’s transporting me if  you 
wait till I leave from court follow 

the car I get in when we get on 
the back road ram the car and I’ll 
take out the guard and two cops,” 
Reed wrote.”

In the letter, Reed also told his 
father he was going to get life in 
prison or the death penalty for the 
murders, police said.

“So this is the only way I can 
ever see you on the outside,” he 

wrote.
Trooper Josiah Reiner, of  state 

police at Stonington, was asked 
to investigate the Reeds after the 
Northumberland County District 
Attorney’s Offi ce informed him 
of  a phone call that occurred 
between Reed and his father, Elli-
son Reed.

During the call, police said 

Matthew Reed told his father he 
would be sending a letter and said 
they can’t talk on the phone about 
the contents of  it.

Police intercepted the letter 
after Reiner served the Sunbury 
Post Offi ce with a search warrant 
before it was delivered to Ellison 

Police: Snydertown murder suspect 
Reed plotted escape from prison

LITTLE RED TORNADOES

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTOS

In addition to seniors of the Mount Carmel Area High School band, the Red Tornado community 
recognized youth cheerleaders and football players prior to the varsity football team hosting 
Warrior Run Friday night at the Silver Bowl. The young athletes participated in the annual pre-
game parade and cheered on the varsity team as they entered Jazz Diminick Field at the Silver 
Bowl.

BY KEVIN MERTZ
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WATSONTOWN — 
“Take a deep breath and 
understand it is a journey.”

That is one piece of  
advice Amber Pierce would 
give to anyone looking to 
adopt a child.

Nine years ago, she and 
her husband, Matt Pierce, 
adopted Isaiah. He joined 
the couple’s other children, 
Roman, now 15, and Anna-
belle, now 12.

The Watsontown-area 
couple has since had anoth-
er child, Genevive, who is 5.

While going through the 
process of  adopting Isaiah, 
Matt and Amber knew they 
wanted to adopt again.

“We didn’t know we 
could have children,” 
Amber noted. “Our fourth 
child was a surprise, which 
is great.”

The couple has always 
wanted to have a big family.

“We think it’s import-
ant,” Amber said. “We 
think it’s important to have 
uniquely formed families. 
Families look different, 

everyone’s family looks dif-
ferent, we love it.”

Recently, the family 
launched what they have 
dubbed the Pierce Expan-
sion Project, an effort to 
adopt another child.

“This time, it’s more 
diffi cult (to adopt),” Amber 
said. “Pennsylvania prefers 
babies stay in family lines. 
They will call every sister, 
aunt, niece, grandmother, 
to try to keep this baby in 
families. In some cases, that 
is very advantageous.

“There are situations 
that’s not so helpful,” she 
continued. “That’s the 
mindset, to try to keep 
babies in families.”

Because of  the diffi culty 
of  adopting a child from 
within Pennsylvania, the 
Pierces are working with 
an agency in an effort adopt 
a child from one of  several 
states across the country.

In order for the Pierces 
to adopt a child through 
the agency, Amber said the 
child’s mother must fi rst 

Watsontown-area 
family looking to 
expand through 
adoption

PROVIDED BY PIERCE FAMILY

Matt Pierce, second from left, and Amber Pierce, 
right, with their children Annabelle, 12, Genevive, 
5, Roman, 15, and Isaiah, 9. The family is raising 
funds to adopt another child.
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MILTON — County gov-
ernments being asked to 
support the Susquehanna 
Valley Community Educa-
tion Project (SVCEP) have, 
in some cases, considered 
getting on board.

“Two out of  the four 

(counties) are cautiously 
interested,” said Meghan 
Beck, SVCEP board presi-
dent. “One has been having 
ongoing conversations with 
us, which we are very excit-
ed about.”

The SVCEP, founded to 
establish an accredited 
community college to serve 

the Susquehanna Valley, 
held its annual summit of  
speakers and programs 
Friday at the Shoe Factory 
meeting space in Milton.

A partnership with 
Marywood University was 
among signs of  progress 
in the last year. Beck said 
Marywood, an “incubation” 

partner, will guide the new 
institution by drafting a 
plan for what the proposed 
college will actually offer.

Beck predicted the part-
nership would be a good 
fi t as recruiting of  under-
served people was one of  

Susquehanna Valley community 
college effort gaining strength
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SHAMOKIN — Parade attendees 
who pre-register for the Shamokin 
Halloween parade will be entered in a 
raffl e for a chance to win a fl at screen 
TV donated by Majik Rent To Own. 

To be eligible for the raffl e, pre-reg-
istration forms must be submitted 
prior to Tuesday.

Residents can pre-register by scan-
ning the QR code located on Page A2 
of  today’s edition.

Parade participants who don’t 
pre-register may sign up Tuesday at 
Claude Kehler Community Park from 

4:30 p.m. until the parade’s kick off  at 
6 p.m.

The parade will have four cate-
gories: singles, doubles, groups and 
fl oats. Judges will be positioned at 
Legacy Park located on Market and 
Arch streets. Each of  the categories 

Pre-register for the Shamokin Halloween 
parade for chance to win flat screen TV
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