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WILLIAMSPORT — Geising-
er employees who have sued to 
prevent their termination for 
refusing COVID-19 testing claim 
in a new legal fi ling that PCR and 
antigen tests are punishment for 
not getting vaccinated.

Gregory Stapp, who represents 
more than 100 unvaccinated 
employees, claims the health care 
provider violated employees’ 
rights of  medical and religious 
freedoms by not granting reli-
gious exemption requests for 
testing.

Federal Judge Matthew W. 
Brann used stern wording on 
Nov. 23 to shoot down an attempt 

by the plaintiffs to seek a prelimi-
nary injunction. The judge wrote 
in a 30-page memorandum the 
employees invoked claims of  reli-
gious discrimination, but focused 
on the “science.”

In a court fi ling opposing 
Geisinger’s motion to dismiss the 
case, Stapp said the employees 
were advised that if  they failed 
to test three times, beginning on 

Nov. 9, they would be discharged. 
After the fi ling of  a lawsuit on 
Nov. 8, the plaintiffs were noti-
fi ed that the dates of  Nov. 9 and 
11 would not be counted toward 
the three occurrences. Several 
of  the plaintiffs have now been 
discharged as a result of  failing 
to perform testing on three occa-
sions.

Stapp said he will obtain a 

report with expert testimony that 
PCR and antigen tests are not 
effective in determining whether 
an individual is suffering from 
COVID-19, and claimed the tests 
contain carcinogens that could 
cause cancer.

“If  the PCR tests are not effec-
tive in determining COVID-19, 
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KULPMONT — The borough announced it received 
letters of  interest from Councilman Stephen Bielskie for 
one of  two vacant seats on the Kulpmont-Marion Heights 
Joint Municipal Authority, and former councilman Rob-
ert Fanella for a two-year term on council vacated by Rob-
ert Slaby when he became mayor.

Council took no action on the letters during Wednes-
day’s regular meeting, but noted that letters of  interest 
for the aforementioned seats as well as tax collector will 
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SHAMOKIN — A stack of  72 fold-
ers representing blighted properties 
within the City of  Shamokin were 
organized next to Cpl. Bryan Prim-
erano as he spoke Tuesday of  the 
police department’s efforts to bring 
justice to those who repeatedly vio-
late code ordinances.

“These are our active cases right 

now we’re working on,” he said. 
“Of  those, 27 are top priority — the 
properties that are dangerous or 
collapsing.”

After Mayor Rick Ulrich was 
sworn in to his offi ce last week, 
he reached out to The News-Item 
in hopes of  bringing light, and 
understanding, to one of  the biggest 
issues the city has faced over the 
past decade.

“In my fi rst week I got in touch 
with Cpl. Primerano and we talked 

a few times about the issue,” Ulrich 
said. “After spending some time 
with him and seeing what’s going 
on here, I took an interest to it. ... 
I really appreciate the time he has 
devoted to this.”

Since 2011, Primerano said the 
police department and code offi ce 
has played a part in demolishing 
152 properties that were considered 
blighted.

Shamokin mayor fixes sights 
on city’s property code issues
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From left, Shamokin Councilman Joseph Leschinskie, Mayor Rick Ulrich and Cpl. Bryan 
Primerano speak about the city’s fight against blight Tuesday at the Shamokin police station.

Fighting blight

Kulpmont looks 
to address several 
vacant positions
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Kulpmont Mayor Robert Slaby administers the 
oath of office to Kulpmont Fire Department Chief 
Kevin O’Hearn, Deputy Chief Raymond Siko II and 
Assistant Chief Marshall Mirarchi during 
Wednesday’s council meeting. On behalf of the 
department, Siko complimented former chief Jeff 
Gilotti for his years of dedicated service.
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SHAMOKIN — A prelim-
inary hearing for former 
Line Mountain assistant 
principal and athletic 
director Brad Skelton, 
who is accused of  using 
district money to purchase 
$4,582.32 of  items for a deck 
and in-ground pool at his 
Northumberland home, 

has been rescheduled for 
9:30 a.m. Feb. 22.

The hearing, was sched-
uled to be held Tuesday 
before Magisterial District 
Judge John Gembic III, was 
continued at the request of  
Skelton’s attorney Michael 
Smith.

Trooper Raymond 
Snarski III, of  state police 
at Stonington, charged 
Skelton with felonies of  

theft by unlawful taking, 
forgery and tampering with 
public information, and 
misdemeanors of  receiving 
stolen property and mis-
application of  entrusted 
property and property of  
government or fi nancial 
institutions.

The charges were orig-
inally fi led in the offi ce of  
Magisterial District Judge 
Michael Toomey, of  Sun-

bury. But the judge recused 
himself  from the case 
and Skelton was instead 
arraigned before Gembic 
and released on $10,000 
unsecured bail.

An investigation into 
Skelton, 38, began Oct. 13 
when a manager at Klinger 
Lumber called the school 
district to inform offi cials 

Skleton’s hearing continued until next month

Lawyer: COVID-19 tests for unvaccinated 
Geisinger employees are punishment
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