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HARRISBURG — This 
year’s Pennsylvania Farm 
Show is a far cry from 
the traditional version, 
but opportunities still 
abound for youth and those 
involved or interested in 
agriculture.

The state decided back 
in August that this month’s 
event would be all virtu-
al, due to the spread of  
COVID-19.

No in-person events or 
competitions will be held. 
Rather, exhibits can be 
accessed online, from the 
relative safety of  homes 
and classrooms.

“There are times in the 
life of  a farmer when the 
risks are too great or uncer-
tain, requiring farmers to 

Virtual Farm Show still celebrates 
state’s agricultural history, future
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Yoniemai Williams, 17, senior at W.B. Saul High School and FFA president, 
works with horses at the school in Philadelphia in November.
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COAL TOWNSHIP — A Ran-
shaw woman is facing felony 
charges of  neglect of  a care-de-

pendent person and involuntary 
manslaughter after she allegedly 
failed to care for her 83-year-old 
husband, who was suffering from 
dementia and died Nov. 2.

Debora Avellino, 57, of  421 Web-
ster St., was arraigned Tuesday 

morning by Magisterial District 
Judge John Gembic and remand-
ed to the Northumberland County 
Jail in lieu of  $20,000 cash bail.

According to police, Avellino 
did not properly care for her hus-
band, which led to the formation 

of  a large abscess on his buttocks 
that required emergency sur-
gery once medical attention was 
received. Vincent Avellino died 
after experiencing post-surgery 
complications, police said.

Court documents show Vincent 

Avellino’s attending physician, 
Dr. Christopher Exner, told police 
that the abscess had progressed to 
the bone and that the formation 
likely took weeks to occur.

Coal Township woman charged with involuntary 
manslaughter after her 83-year-old husband dies
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DANVILLE — Until COVID-19 
hit close to home, Leanne Ryan, of  
Elysburg had been on the fence about 
whether she wanted to be vaccinated 
against the virus.

Ryan was one of  100 health care pro-
fessionals not employed by the Geising-
er Health System to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 at a center, which 
the health system opened Tuesday in 
Danville.

Ryan, a school nurse in the Mount 
Carmel Area School District, said she 
was initially unsure about whether 
she wanted to be vaccinated against 
the virus due to uncertainty about the 
long-term impact of  the virus, and vac-
cination.

“Christmas morning my mom called, 
not able to breathe,” Ryan said. “She 
was admitted to the hospital with 
COVID pneumonia.”

Shortly thereafter, Ryan’s college-age 
son was diagnosed with COVID-19.

“That was enough for me,” she said, 
adding that she realized it was in her 
best interest to receive the vaccination.

Allison Hess, vice president of  
Health Services with the Geisinger 
Health System, said in addition to 
the vaccination center, which opened 
Tuesday in Danville, the health system 
opened similar centers in Pittston, Jer-
sey Shore and Lewistown.

Elysburg health 
care worker gets 
vaccine as global 
effort continues
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Nancy Powers, of Bloomsburg, flashed a ‘thumbs up’ as she 
received the COVID-19 vaccination from Noelle Gotshall, a 
licensed practical nurse with the Geisinger Health System.

From left, pharmacist Jessica Roth and licensed practical 
nurse Noelle Gotshall consulted while working at a Geisinger 
vaccination center that opened Tuesday.

‘That was enough for me’
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SHAMOKIN — Plans are 
moving forward to replace 
two blighted buildings with 
a pocket park that city lead-
ers hope will be the start of  
a makeover for the business 
district.

The city anticipates that 
118 and 122 E. Independence 
St. will soon be razed and 
a public space, tentatively 
called “Illumination Sta-
tion,” created to promote 
Independence Street. The 
buildings, which are in an 
advanced state of  disrepair, 
were recently acquired by 

the city.
Improving downtown, 

starting with the 100 block 
of  East Independence 
Street, is an integral part of  
the Shamokin Area Imple-
mentation Plan prepared 
for SEDA-COG on behalf  
of  the city. The plan is in 
response to a communi-
ty-driven desire to proac-
tively reinvent itself.

Betsy Kramer, SEDA-
COG revitalization coordi-
nator, said that Keystone 
Community funding will 
be utilized to rip down the 
buildings and a $100,000 
grant from the Department 

Shamokin to 
replace blighted 
buildings with 
pocket park
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Shown Tuesday is 118 and 122 E. Independence St., 
Shamokin, which will likely be razed to make way for 
a pocket park, tentatively called “Illumination 
Station.” City leaders hope that the public space will 
be the start of a makeover for the business district.

MOVING FORWARD
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HARRISBURG — Pennsylvania health secretary 
Dr. Rachel Levine Tuesday said the state is would be 
following federal guidelines that 
are expected to be released by U.S. 
Health and Human Services.

She said she also expects the 
state to be advancing into Phase 
1(b) of  its vaccination protocols 
“soon,” which would include the 
inoculation of  several different cat-
egories of  “essential workers” and 
those aged 75 and older.

On Tuesday, press reports indi-
cated new federal guidelines would 

Levine: Next phase 
of vaccinations 
will happen ‘soon’
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