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MILTON — Authorities 
are expected to release 
details today on a heavy 
police presence which per-
meated Milton borough ear-
ly Thursday morning.

Milton Police Depart-
ment Chief  Curt Zettle-
moyer said on Thursday 
morning he could not yet 
comment on why Filbert 
Street, in the area of  the 
police department and bor-
ough building, was blocked 
off  throughout the early 
morning hours as multiple 
police vehicles were parked 
and operating in the area.

Zettlemoyer said police 
were conducting an ongo-
ing criminal investigation.

He said a press confer-
ence was planned for today 
to outline the incident.

A media advisory from 
U.S. Attorney David J. 
Freed, of  the Middle Dis-
trict of  Pennsylvania, Har-
risburg, said a press confer-
ence regarding a signifi cant 
law enforcement matter in 
Dauphin, Union and Nor-
thumberland counties at 
11 a.m. today at the Milton 
Borough Offi ce.

Agencies listed as 
expected to participate 
in the conference include 
the U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce, 

Authorities 
silent on 
heavy police 
presence in 
Milton boro
Press conference to 
be held 11 a.m. today
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SUNBURY — James Beidler, 41, of  Sunbury, was found 
guilty by a jury Wednesday of  raping a child over a fi ve-
year period in Sunbury.

Beidler, who will be sentenced at a later date, was found 
guilty of  all seven charges fi led against him by Sunbury 
police relating to incidents that occurred between Jan. 1, 
2011, and April 22, 2016. The victim was 5-years-old when 
the crimes fi rst occurred, police said.

At the conclusion of  the full-day trial before Northum-
berland County President Judge Charles H. Saylor, the 
jury found Beidler guilty of  felonies of  rape of  a child, 
involuntary deviate sexual intercourse with a victim less 
than 13 years old, aggravated indecent assault, indecent 
assault, endangering the welfare of  children, corruption 
of  minors and statutory sexual assault.

The Child Advocacy Center assisted Sunbury police in 

Sunbury man 
found guilty of 
raping a child
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BURLINGTON, Iowa 
— Democrat Beto O’Ro-
urke jumped into the 
2020 presidential race 
Thursday, shaking up the 
already packed fi eld and 
pledging to win over vot-
ers from across the polit-
ical spectrum as he tries 
to translate his sudden 

celebri-
ty into 
a formi-
dable 
White 
House 
bid.

The 
former 
Texas 
con-

gressman began his cam-
paign by taking his fi rst 

O’Rourke begins 2020 
bid with big crowds, 
centrist message
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LEWISBURG — Educators and 
public policy experts were schooled in 
vaping Wednesday night.

A gathering, organized by the 
Greater Susquehanna United Way, 
opened with a video produced to 
inform young people of  the dan-
gers of  what were generally called 
“e-cigs.” Ann Dzwonchyk, Evangel-
ical Community Hospital educator, 
noted that the Human Relations 
Media video was released less than 
six months ago and that many area 
students have seen it.

The video explained that the devices 
use electric current to vaporize liquid 
nicotine and were introduced about 10 
years ago. They were seen as an aid for 
adults who wanted to quit smoking.

‘E-cig’ dangers explained
Use on the rise among school students
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Ann Dzwonchyk, Evangelical Community Hospital educator, dis-
played tobacco products, including some designed to appeal to 
children, as well as ‘e-cigs’ and related items.
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SUNBURY — Students 
from Northumberland 
and Snyder counties took 
advantage of  an oppor-
tunity to showcase their 
artistic talents at the ninth 
annual Student Art Open 
House on Thursday after-
noon at Sunbury’s historic 
Maclay-Wolverton House. 
The landmark building’s 
interior setting, replete 
with ornate Chestnut trim 
work, was the perfect com-
pliment to the youth art 
exhibit.

The Line Mountain 
School District was 
well represented at the 
event, as students from 

the elementary through 
high school levels had 35 
unique pieces of  artwork 
on display at the event, 
including a variety of  pen-
cil and charcoal sketches, 
paintings, paper mache 
and a number of  uncon-
ventional pieces.

Unique and         

varied artwork

Junior Sydney Knauer 
stood next to her creative 
pencil sketch of  a hand 
coming up out of  a book 
with fi ve different types of  
fi ngers on it.

“The fi ve fi ngers depict-
ed in my sketch are from a 
Pegasus wing, mermaid, 
dragon claw, dragon tail 
and unicorn,” explained 

Line Mountain Area students 
exhibit artwork at open house
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The Ninth Annual Student Art Open House event held Thursday afternoon at the historic Maclay-
Wolverton House in Sunbury was well attended by the public who were treated to the various tal-
ents of local student artists, including 35 different pieces from the Line Mountain School District.

This self-portrait was created by Line Mountain 
senior Taylor Leshock, who uses a digital tool 
called “Procreate” on her iPad Pro to render 
detailed sketches.
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