
570-644-1055

FULL SERVICE 
122, LLC

RTE 61, COAL TWP. 
Your comfort

is our concern

It will get cold outside
Let our Attendants take care of 
you, while you stay warm 
in your car and COVID free 
with no contact.

50 lbs. Rock Salt 
for Snow
50 lbs. Calcium 
Chloride
(to protect your concrete)

Rice Coal
40 lbs

FOR YOUR WINTER NEEDS, WE SELL:
Heating Oil 

by the Gallon

Ethanol Free 
Gas

Protect Your 
Engine!

Will sell by 
the pallet
Call for 
pricing!

FULL SERVICE 122, LLC

8508 PA-61
Coal Township, PA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm
Sat. 8am-8pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

Closed Thanksgiving Day
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BY DAVID KOENIG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tens of  millions of  Americans 
who work at companies with 
100 or more employees will need 
to be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 by Jan. 4 or get tested 
for the virus weekly under gov-
ernment rules issued Thursday.

The new requirements are the 
Biden administration’s boldest 
move yet to persuade reluctant 
Americans to fi nally get a vaccine 

that has been widely available 
for months — or face fi nancial 
consequences. If  successful, 
administration offi cials believe it 
will go a long way toward ending 
a pandemic that has killed more 
than 750,000 Americans.

First previewed by President 
Joe Biden in September, the 
requirements will apply to about 
84 million workers at medium 
and large businesses, although 
it is not clear how many of  those 
employees are unvaccinated.

The Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration regula-
tions will force the companies to 
require that unvaccinated work-
ers test negative for COVID-19 
at least once a week and wear a 
mask while in the workplace.

OSHA left open the possibility 
of  expanding the requirement 
to smaller businesses. It asked 
for public comment on whether 
employers with fewer than 100 
employees could handle vaccina-
tion or testing programs.

Tougher rules will apply to 
another 17 million people work-
ing in nursing homes, hospitals 
and other facilities that receive 
money from Medicare and Medic-
aid. Those workers will not have 
an option for testing — they will 
need to be vaccinated.

Workers will be able to ask for 
exemptions on medical or reli-
gious grounds.

The requirements will not 
apply to people who work at home 
or outdoors.

Biden framed the issue as a 
simple choice between getting 
more people vaccinated or pro-
longing the pandemic.

“While I would have much 
preferred that requirements 
not become necessary, too many 
people remain unvaccinated for 
us to get out of  this pandemic 
for good,” he said Thursday in a 
statement.

Biden said his encouragement 

Jan. 4 deadline
Biden administration mandates vaccines or testing 
for businesses with 100 or more employees 

BY MARK GILGER
THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — 
Shamokin Council-
man-elect Joseph J. 
Leschinskie Jr. vows to 
work together for a better 
Shamokin and plans to vig-
orously fi ght any efforts to 
prevent him from serving a 
four-year term due to being 
a convicted felon.

The 37-year-old 
Leschinskie is scheduled 
to be sworn into offi ce Jan. 
3 barring any legal chal-
lenges by Northumberland 
County District Attorney 
Tony Matulewicz or any 
registered voter in the City 
of  Shamokin.

On Thursday, Matule-
wicz said his offi ce would 
be responsible for taking a 
quo warranto civil action, 
if  warranted, to remove an 
unqualifi ed person from 
offi ce. Quo warranto means 

“by what 
authori-
ty.”

The dis-
trict attor-
ney said 
case law 
is clear 
on the 
matter. 
He said 

a convicted felon cannot 
hold public offi ce in Penn-
sylvania. He said it’s not 
a criminal act, but falls 
under the jurisdiction of  
the district attorney’s offi ce 
fi rst. If  pursued, the case 
would go before a judge and 
the result could be removal 
from offi ce.

If  the district attorney 
or state Attorney Gen-
eral’s Offi ce doesn’t take 
action, Matulewicz said a 
citizen who lives within the 
municipality can take court 
action.

Leschinskie vows 
to fight any effort 
to prevent him 
from serving on 
city council

LESCHINSKIE

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

MARION HEIGHTS — A borough 
woman is locked up in Northumber-
land County Jail after being charged 
with a combined 25 drug-related 
offenses for allegedly selling metham-
phetamine during several controlled 
buys conducted by The Pennsylvania 
Offi ce of  Attorney General and the 

Pennsylvania State Police.
Jeanne Fortune, 44, of  543 E. North 

St., was charged by Trooper Jona-
than Thompson, of  state police in 
Montoursville, with seven felonies of  
possession of  a controlled substance 
with intent to deliver, two felonies 
of  criminal use of  a communication 
facility and a misdemeanor of  pos-
session of  drug paraphernalia for 
allegedly selling 6.25 ounces of  crys-
tal methamphetamine for $3,000 on 

May 24, and four ounces of  metham-
phetamine and 5 grams of  heroin for 
$2,500 on June 2 to the trooper, who 
was undercover.

On June 2, a search warrant was 
conducted on Fortune’s property. 
Multiple bags of  crystal methamphet-
amine, a container with heroin, emp-
ty glassine bags, 21 ecstasy pills, and 
17 white and green pills were among 

Marion Heights woman locked 
up on 25 drug-related offenses

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTO

Southern Columbia’s Evelyn Cook holds up the District 4 Class 1A high school girls soccer 
championship plaque while piggybacking on Brooke Charnosky after the team defeated South 
Williamsport, 3-0, Thursday night at Central Columbia High School in Almedia. The defending 
state champions first game in the state tournament is Tuesday.

Southern Columbia girls win district title

BY JASON NARK 
THE PHILADELPHIA 

INQUIRER

PHILADELPHIA — Up a 
winding mountain road two 
hours from any major city, 
a small parking lot appears 
through the fall foliage and 
it’s as busy as any Wawa. 
Cars from Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and New York 
wedge into spots and forge 

a few new ones.
“Are you leaving?” driv-

ers asked any hiker stand-
ing near a car.

Nearly all of  them were 
there on this Friday after-
noon in October to see Ray-
mondskill Falls, the tallest 
waterfall in Pennsylvania, 
and one of  the main attrac-
tions in the Delaware Water 
Gap National Recreation 
Area. Encompassing 70,000 

acres of  mountains, forest, 
and the Delaware River, 
the Water Gap is one of  
the most popular outdoor 
destinations in the country 
with more than 4.5 million 
visitors annually.

What’s missing, fans 
of  the area say, is the dis-
tinction of  being named a 
“national park,” the crown 
jewels featured in docu-
mentaries and coffee-table 

books, often on the check-
list of  outdoors enthusiasts 
from all over the world. 
Groups like the Sierra Club, 
in both New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, along with 
other outdoors enthusiasts, 
are trying to change that, 
dropping “national recre-
ation area” for “national 
park and preserve.”

Proposal would give Pa., NJ first national park

Leschinskie, Page A6

Fortune, Page A6

Park, Page A6

Vaccine, Page A6


