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KITCHEN OPEN 

3PM-8PM

SAUCE & CHEESE PIE ..................................... $11.99

SAUCE & HOT CHEESE .................................... $12.99

TOPPINGS:

PEPPERONI & MUSHROOMS  ............................ $2.00

GRAB A SLICE ONLY ......................................... $2.00

ORIGINAL PHILLY CHEESESTEAK .................... $10.99

      MADE WITH REAL STEAK

REGULAR HOAGIE ............................................ $5.99

HAM HOAGIE .................................................... $5.99

CALL AHEAD TO ORDER!
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(570)648-1470

BILLIARDS PIZZARIA

                    T R U S T E D  L O C A L  N E W S  S I N C E  1 8 8 1

The News-Item

WEATHER
Mostly cloudy,  

a t-storm

78º / 64º

Page A14

INSIDE
Classifi eds.......... A10-11
Comics/Dear Abby ..... A8
Comm. Calendar ...... A14
Crossword Puzzle ..... A10

Lottery Results .......... A9
Obituaries .................. A5
Opinion Page ............. A4
Sound Off .................. A4
Sports ........A9, A11, A13

644-NEWS

TO SUBSCRIBE

vol. 52, no. 306BREAKING NEWS
Check out our website;
fi nd us on facebook.

WWW.NEWSITEM.COM

   O N L I N E  A T  W W W . N E W S I T E M . C O M

 Shamokin, Pa.  Friday, August 7, 2020  $1.00

SPORTSINSIDE

PAGE A9

TOP LAWYER SAYS 
GUN RIGHTS ORG 

MISSPENDING  
MILLIONS 

PAGE A3

NY AG VS. NRA

PAGE A12

DOW JONES

+185.46

NASDAQ

+109.67

STOCKS

PAGE A7

GOV. WOLF

RECOMMENDS NO 
SPORTS PLAYED IN 
STATE UNTIL 2021LEASE OR BUY?

BY MARK GILGER

THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — Shamokin Code 
Enforcement Offi cer Christopher 
White, who held the position for less 
than a year, has been fi red.

Shamokin Administrator Robert 
Slaby confi rmed Thursday that he 
dismissed White of  his duties Aug. 2 
after deciding to open up the position 
with support from council members.

As city administrator, Slaby said he 

has the authority to dismiss City Hall 
employees. He said the decision to 
fi re White is expected to be ratifi ed by 
council at Monday’s public meeting.

When asked why White was 
terminated, Slaby said he couldn’t 
comment because it was a personnel 
matter.

White reserved comment about 
the fi ring when contacted Thursday 
afternoon.

White, a Shamokin native and mili-
tary veteran, was unanimously hired 
by the city Aug. 19, 2019, at a base sal-

ary of  $32,000 and offi cially began his 
duties Sept. 3. He replaced Rick Boz-
za, who resigned July 19, 2019, after 
serving in the post for eight years.

The fi ring of  White and the res-
ignation of  Assistant Code Enforce-
ment Offi cer Bruce Rogers about two 
weeks ago leaves the city with two 
part-time assistant code enforcement 
offi cers — Steve Jeffery and Ken 
Pilkus — along with code enforce-
ment offi ce secretary Kelly Seroski to 
handle calls and complaints regard-
ing code issues.

City administrator fires 
code enforcement officer
White held position for less than year

C. J. GREGO/FILE PHOTO

Christopher White is sworn in by Mayor John 
Brown as Shamokin’s code enforcement officer 
in August 2019.
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SHAMOKIN TOWNSHIP 
— A 31-year-old Mount Car-
mel man has been charged 
with stealing a total of  96 
golf  clubs and golf  club 
grips and $400 in cash from 
Indian Hills Golf  Club on 
Sunday morning.

Sean Michael Fitzpat-
rick, of  451 W. Fourth St., 
was arraigned by video at 
9:30 a.m. Thursday by Mag-
isterial District Judge John 
Gembic III on felonies of  
burglary, criminal trespass, 
theft and receiving stolen 
property, and a misdemean-
or of  possessing an instru-
ment of  crime.

The charges were fi led by 
Trooper Josiah Reiner, of  
state police at Stonington.

Fitzpatrick, who was 
committed to Northumber-
land County Jail in lieu of  
$10,000 cash bail, is accused 
of  using a crow bar to gain 
entry into the back door 
of  the club’s Pro Shop at 
3:40 a.m. and stealing 55 
golf  clubs and 41 golf  club 
grips valued at $6,100 along 
with $400 in cash. The 
assortment of  golf  clubs 
and grips were removed 
from the bag room and Pro 
Shop itself, while the cash 
was stolen from the offi ce, 
police said.

In addition to Indian 
Hills Golf  Club, burglary 
victims include 10 men 
from Coal Township, Pax-
inos, Elysburg and Kulp-
mont.

After a public 

Mount Carmel 
man charged 
in burglary at 
Indian Hills 
Golf Club

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTO

A man watches a Shamokin Area football practice at Kemp Memorial Stadium Thursday evening. 
Questions abouts fans allowed at high school games this fall have turned into whether games 
will be held at all, following Gov. Tom Wolf’s remarks Thursday morning that no sports should 
be played for the remainder of 2020. For the full story, turn to page A9.

Wolf recommends sports don’t start until Jan. 1
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COAL TOWNSHIP — 
At their regular meeting 
Thursday evening, the Coal 
Township commissioners 
voted 3-0 to advertise and 
seek bids for a demolition 
package involved eight or 
nine parcels.

“Hopefully, the bids 

are favorable,” President 
Comissioner Craig Fetter-
man said, adding that the 
township will award con-
tracts for as many of  the 
demolitions as it can afford.

The addresses of  the 
parcels will be announced 
when the contracts are 
awarded.

Gilbert Picarelli was 
appointed as sewage 
enforcement offi cer, replac-

ing the former offi cer who 
retired. Picarelli is vice 
president of  KPI Tech-
nology, of  Elysburg, and 
represents more than 15 
municipalities as a sew-
age enforcement offi cer, 
according to the company’s 
website.

Dominic Picarelli and 
Leah Heine were appointed 
as alternate sewage enforce-
ment offi cers. Both also 

work at KPI Technology.
Fetterman said any fees 

associated with the sewage 
enforcement offi cer are 
paid by the user, not the 
township. The fee schedule 
also was approved at Thurs-
day’s meeting.

In other news, township 
Manager Rob Slaby report-
ed a code sweep will begin 

Coal Twp. commissioners seek 
bids for demolition package
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MOUNT CARMEL TOWNSHIP 
— The Borough of  Mount Carmel is 
now considering erecting a building 
for either the police department or 
borough offi ces.

Council at a special meeting Thurs-

day at the Municipal Authority offi ces 
decided to submit an application to 
the Redevelopment Assistance Cap-
ital Program (RACP) for a $600,000 
grant for “a new building.”

Borough offi cials intended to 
relocate the police department and 
administrative offi ces from a former 
school at 137 W. Fourth St. to the for-
mer Wells Fargo bank building at 51 

W. Third St., but council President 
Robert Shirmer said Chief  Chris 
Buhay and the architect, Quad3, have 
concerns that 3,200 square-feet on the 
fi rst fl oor would not be suffi cient for 
both a police station and administra-
tive offi ces.

Shirmer and Councilmen Jack 

Burglary, Page A6

Bids, Page A6

MC Borough to submit $600K grant 
application for building construction

Grant, Page A6


