
VALLEY NURSERY 
& GREENHOUSES

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 to 5; Sat. & Sun. 9 to 3

570-985-1606

  M
ums are here and ready to go!

507 High Street, Lavelle
2 miles west off RT. 901 & Turkey Hill Convenience Store

9” Mums
$5.99 
Each 
or buy 
3 9” 
Mums 
for 
$15.00
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Straw bales & corn stalks
Halloween & fall decorations. 

Check out our Gift Shop for all your fall 
& Halloween Decoration Needs

All colors & sizes available

Large 
assortment 
of colorful 
pumpkins 
& gourds!

Our Fall 
Open House 
is October 

10th!
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SUNBURY — Northumber-
land County plans to distribute 
$8.2 million of  approved feder-
al Coronavirus Aid, Relief  and 

Economic Security (CARES) 
Act monies between nine of  its 
departments. County depart-
ments that have been approved 
to receive funding include jail, 
elections, courts, public safety, 
children and youth, District 
Attorney’s Offi ce, probation, 

Controller’s Offi ce and other 
miscellaneous.

“SEDA-COG is the admin-
istrator of  our grant funds,” 
explained Commissioner 
Chairman Sam Schiccatano. 
“We’ve already allocated some 
of  the monies to those depart-

ments, including $65,000 to 
(the Northumberland County 
Jail) and $24,000 to (Board of  
Elections).

“We meet with SEDA-COG 
every Tuesday to discuss the 
specifi c allocations and what 
will be eligible,” Schiccatano 

said.
According to Schiccatano, 

all of  the CARES Act monies 
are related to COVID-19 spend-
ing in one form or another, 
such as facemasks, face 

County to distribute $8.2M in CARES monies
Nine departments earmarked to received funding, including C&Y, jail

SCHICCATANO
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SUNBURY — A Shamokin man 
charged Thursday by Northum-
berland County Detective Degg 
Stark for making alleged terroristic 
threats toward Shamokin Council-
woman Jennifer Seidel and her hus-
band, Erik Seidel, following a Sept. 
14 city council meeting maintained 
his innocence and claimed he was 

Leschinskie maintains 
his innocence, claims 
he was ‘set up’

LESCHINSKIE

BY MARK GILGER
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SUNBURY — Joseph J. 
Leschinskie Jr. was charged 
Thursday morning with 
threatening to kill and/or 
assault Shamokin Council-
woman Jennifer Seidel and 

her husband, Erik Seidel, 
following a Sept. 14 city 
council meeting.

Leschinskie, 36, of  518 
E. Pine St., Shamokin, 
was taken into custody on 
a warrant at his place of  
employment in Shamokin 

Leschinskie 
charged with 
terroristic 
threats
Charges relate to disturbance 
after Sept. 14 city council meeting
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THE NEWS-ITEM

becky_l@newsitem.com

KULPMONT — Young 
athletes keeping in shape, 
dog owners tossing a ball 
for their canine compan-
ions and just about anyone 
of  any age looking for a 
quiet place to enjoy nature 
— that’s who makes use 
of  the Veterans Memorial 

Field off  of  South Sixth 
Street.

Next spring, work is 
expected to begin to bring 
substantial improvements 
to the complex, by way of  
a $70,000 grant bestowed 
Thursday from the state 
Department of  Conserva-
tion and Natural Resourc-
es.

“We want to keep the 
ball rolling,” borough 

Councilman Steve Motyka 
said of  the pending addi-
tions to the park, which 
now offers to the public a 
half-mile walking track, 
large grassy fi eld and a 
baseball diamond.

The latest grant will 
help provide for the con-
struction of  a comfort 
station, parking area, 
pedestrian walkway and 
stormwater management 

measures, as well as the 
installation of  utilities, 
access for those with 
disabilities, landscaping, 
project signage and other 
related improvements.

The plan is to create a 
“properly sloped 5-foot 
wide sidewalk” leading 
from new handicapped 
accessible parking areas 

‘Keep the ball rolling’
Kulpmont recreational field receives $70K grant
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Stan Shevock, of 
Wilkes-Barre, 

sits with his 
daughter’s gold-

en retriever, 
Henry, and a 

neighbor’s black 
Lab, Maya, on 

Thursday at the 
Veterans 

Memorial Field 
in Kulpmont. 

Whenever 
Shevock visits 

his daughter, he 
brings Henry 

down to the field 
to run.
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KULPMONT — The Shamokin 
Creek Restoration Alliance (SCRA) 
will receive $100,000 from the Trans-
continental Gas Pipe Line Co. LLC 
(Transco) to fund two water quality 
improvement projects, the state 
Department of  Environmental Pro-
tection announced Tuesday.

The $100,000 will go toward proj-
ects in the Shamokin Creek water-
shed along Quaker Run and Buck 
Run in the Borough of  Kulpmont in 
Northumberland County.

“This is great news for the upper 
Shamokin Creek valley and the 

Pipeline co. to give $100K to SCRA
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The water that usually flows under this pedestrian bridge at 
Veterans Memorial Sports Complex in Kulpmont is susceptible 
to leaking through a porous creek bed and into a mine under-
neath it. The Shamokin Creek Restoration Alliance is planning to 
construct a wetland nearby to prevent this.

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
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WILLIAMSPORT — The 
Southern Columbia Area 
School District said a claim 
in a federal lawsuit that 
its athletes are treated 

differently than students 
involved in non-sport 
extracurricular activities is 
“simply not true.”

The district has mounted 
its defense against Thomas 
Waltman and Karen Wojto-
wicz, who allege that a one-
year suspension of  their 

son, senior Tyler Waltman, 
from sports for a violation 
of  the district’s Drug and 
Alcohol Policy constitutes 
a violation of  equal protec-
tion under the Fourteenth 
Amendment.

The plaintiffs, who are 
represented by attorney 

Chad Sweigart, fi led the 
complaint in the Middle 
District of  Pennsylvania 
on Sep. 16. The next day, 
they fi led a motion seeking 
a temporary restraining 
order requiring Waltman 

SCA mounts defense against 
lawsuit filed by student athlete
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