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INSIDE TODAY!
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The grand opening of  
two new local businesses, 
one in Shamokin and the 
other in Mount Carmel, 
highlighted this year’s 
Small Business Saturday.

Shamokin

While the City of  
Shamokin did not hold 
an offi cial event for Small 
Business Saturday, owner 
Kim Pidgeon opened 
the doors of  her new 
business “Immersed In 
the Past,” located at 35 N. 
Market St.

Inside her unique 
store, Pidgeon offers 
customers an eclectic 
mixture of  collectibles 
and antiques, which con-
jure up memories of  a 
bygone-era in American 
history.

“My store has a variety 
of  old, vintage items, 
including antiques, 
including books and pho-
tographs, which I collect 
and sell,” said Pidgeon. 
“Everything in my store 
reminds me of  my past 
and takes me back to my 
younger days of  growing 
up, which I hope it will 
do for others who visit 
here.”

Pidgeon explained that 
the idea for opening her 
new store came from her 
wedding fi ve years ago.

“I got married in 2014 
at the Barn in Gordon 
and I basically decorated 
the entire venue for my 
wedding and that’s what 

Small Business Saturday
New stores 
open in 
Shamokin, 
Mt. Carmel
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Owner Kim Pidgeon stands inside her new store “Immersed In the Past,” 
located at 35 N. Market St., Shamokin. The shop features a wide range of 
antique items and unique collectibles for sale.
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Erica Stephens, foreground, owner of Secondhand Rows, a newly-opened 
used bookstore in downtown Mount Carmel, works alongside her sister-
in-law, Emily Ryktarczyk, to place rows of books on tables outside her 
business, located at 47 N. Oak St.
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SHAMOKIN — Change is never easy, but not changing 
is often more costly.

From the boom and bust of  the coal industry to more 
recent improvements that some attribute to a broad revi-
talization movement, 
the lower anthracite 
region of  Northum-
berland County has 
gone through many 
changes.

Over the past 70 
years, business has 
fl ed the area and peo-
ple have, too, with the 
population of  the City 
of  Shamokin now esti-
mated to be under 7,000 residents, a far 
cry from its peak of  21,000 in 1920.

Now the area is beginning to see 
signs of  life, which state Rep. Kurt 
Masser, R-107, and state Sen. John 
Gordner, R-27, Berwick, discussed 
with The News-Item during an inter-
view Tuesday.

Since 2018, the two area legislators have played a role in 
bringing in more than $11 million in state grant money to 
the lower anthracite region, including a recent score of  
$3 million in Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 
(RACP) money.

While the area is only beginning to see a glimpse of  
change, the infl ux of  both investor and government mon-
ey has already given citizens something that hasn’t been 
seen in the area in several decades — hope.

Why now?

Coal, as a large-scale industry, is gone, and there are 
very few who would argue that it’s ever coming back. 
Businesses in the downtown areas of  Mount Carmel, 
Shamokin, Kulpmont and Elysburg have been affected by 
the success of  big box stores and internet shopping.

And that doesn’t make the area special by any means 
— the decline of  small-town America has been heavily 

Over $11M 
in grants 
flow through 
area since ’18

GORDNERMASSER

Area grants 
received 
since 2018
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SHAMOKIN — Perhaps nothing 
brings more happiness to a child than 
to tell others their wishes and know 
they’re being heard. On Saturday, 
that’s exactly what took place inside 
the Shamokin-Coal Township Public 
Library as a certain jolly old elf  with 
a long white beard, wearing a red suit 
invited more than 100 children to sit 
with him and share what they wanted 
for Christmas.

The event, which was funded 
through library donations, began 
promptly at 11 a.m. with Santa Claus 
arriving on a fi re truck out side the 
library. He proceeded to walk inside 
and headed upstairs where a long line 
of  children awaited him.

Santa visit brings joy to more 
than 100 children at library
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A visit with Santa and his elf brightened the day of 8-year-old Olivia 
Darginski, center, on Saturday morning at the Shamokin-Coal 
Township Public Library in Shamokin.
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Redelia Shoffler decorates a Christmas tree 
inside First Baptist Church of Shamokin on 
Saturday morning. See Page A7 for other 
church photo.
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