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SUNBURY — After being 
closed to the public since the mid-
dle of  March due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Northumberland 
County Courthouse is expected 
to reopen Monday, according 

to Court Administrator Kevin 
O’Hearn.

“We anticipate being open Mon-
day,” O’Hearn said. “County offi -
cials, including President Judge 
Charles H. Saylor, are scheduled 
to meet today to discuss regula-
tions that will be put in place to 
combat the coronavirus when the 
courthouse reopens.”

O’Hearn said citizens entering 
the courthouse, whose offi ces 
have remained open only to 
employees since March, will 
be required to wear face masks 
and abide by social distancing 
requirements and other regula-
tions. He said each person will 
have their temperature taken 
at the front door to make sure 

they don’t have a fever, which is 
a symptom of  COVID-19. He said 
anyone with a temperature of  
100.4 degrees or higher will not be 
allowed in the building.

He said there will be limita-
tions on the amount of  people 
allowed in each department at 
one time. He said department 
heads will determine how many 

people can enter their respective 
offi ces at one time.

O’Hearn said there will be a 
limited amount of  cases conduct-
ed in Courtroom 3 on the fi rst 
fl oor, which is very small com-
pared to the spacious two court-
rooms on the second fl oor.

Courthouse expected to reopen Monday
Public expected to wear face masks, abide by social distancing regulations
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HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania reported another 
554 deaths from the coro-
navirus to pass 3,000 total, 
while Gov. Tom Wolf  said 
Tuesday that he is not 
committing to a particular 
schedule to lift stay-at-home 
pandemic restrictions 
in the state’s counties or 
regions.

The large number of  new 
deaths reported Tuesday 
by the state Department of  
Health were spread out over 
the previous two weeks, the 
agency said, as it reconciles 
its fi gures with deaths 
being reported by local 
agencies or hospitals.

Still, it was as stark 
a fi gure as the state has 
reported since the fi rst case 
of  the new coronavirus was 
detected in Pennsylvania in 
early March. It comes as the 
growth in cases appeared 
to slow down in many parts 
of  Pennsylvania and Wolf’s 
administration moves to 

lighten its 
restric-
tions on 
move-
ment and 
business 
activity.

With 
the eco-
nomic 
fallout 

of  the pandemic shutdown 
growing, Wolf  maintained 
Tuesday that he would stick 
to a reopening process that 
relies on what he sees as 
indicators tied to safety.

Wolf  also acknowledged 
that the state, as it begins 
lifting stay-at-home orders 
and allowing many busi-
nesses to reopen in 24 
counties this Friday, will 
be unable to investigate or 
enforce every complaint 
about an employer not fol-
lowing his administration’s 
safety guidance to protect 
workers and customers.

On a conference call with 
reporters, Wolf  acknowl-
edged fi elding complaints 
from lawmakers from var-
ious regions about lifting 

Pa. tops 3,000 
virus deaths 
as data is 
reconciled
Wolf not committing to lift 
stay-at-home restrictions
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SUNBURY — Northumberland County Board of  
Elections Director Tara Purcell and Commissioner 
Chairman Sam Schiccatano said guidelines to com-
bat COVID-19 will be implemented for the June 2 
primary election.

During an election board meeting Tuesday after-
noon, Purcell reported some polling stations may be 
consolidated in light of  the coronavirus pandemic.

She said all registered voters will receive a letter 
announcing any changes in poll sites. She said the 
changes also will be advertised in local newspapers.

Schiccatano, who encouraged voters to submit 
absentee, write-ins and mail-in ballots, said, “We plan 
to make the primary election as safe as possible for 

Guidelines to combat 
COVID-19 to be 
implemented for June 
2 primary election

BY ARI NATTER                  

AND JASON GROTTO

BLOOMBERG

Stimulus loans meant to help 
small businesses that have been 
hurt by the coronavirus pandemic 
are being doled out to coal compa-
nies, stoking criticism from environ-
mentalists that the Trump admin-
istration is using the aid to help a 
preferred industry that was already 

in fi nancial trouble.
The U.S. Small Business Adminis-

tration has given more than $31 mil-
lion in loans from the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program to publicly-traded 
coal mining companies, according 
to Securities and Exchange Com-
mission fi lings.

“The question is, is this a good 
use of  taxpayer dollars when we 
have other businesses closing their 
doors? What is the long term viabil-

ity of  this industry?” said Jayson 
O’Neill, director of  the Western Val-
ues Project, a Montana-based con-
servation group. “I would argue we 
should focus fi rst on the small busi-
nesses that are in the most need.”

Among the recipients are Ramaco 
Resources, Rhino Resource Part-
ners, Hallador Energy and Ameri-
can Resources.

Coal snags $31 million 
in small business loans
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A bulldozer pushes raw coal in West Virginia.
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SHAMOKIN — A 31-year-old 
Shamokin man has been charged 
with statutory sexual assault and 
related offenses for allegedly engag-
ing in sexual intercourse with a teen 

over a three-year period.
David J. Sperle, of  600 E. Com-

merce St., who is wanted on an arrest 
warrant, is charged by Patrolman 
Raymond Siko II with felonies of  stat-
utory sexual assault, sexual assault, 
aggravated indecent assault, indecent 
assault (two counts), corruption of  
minors and unlawful contact with a 

minor.
Police reported the offenses 

occurred between Jan. 1, 2017, and 
Dec. 31, 2019. Police said the female 
victim was 14 when the incidents 
began.

According to a criminal complaint 

Shamokin man charged with statutory 
sexual assault over three-year period
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HARRISBURG — A 
liquor reform bill that 
includes a provision allow-
ing licensed restaurants 
and hotels impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic to tem-
porarily sell mixed drinks 
for off-premise consump-
tion passed the House with 

biparti-
san sup-
port.

Rep. 
Kurt 
Masser, 
R-107, 
sponsored 
an amend-
ment to 
Bill 327 

allowing restaurants and 
hotels that have lost more 

than 25% of  their average 
monthly sales, including 
alcohol sales, during the 
disaster emergency to sell 
prepared beverages or 
mixed drinks for off-prem-
ise consumption in quanti-
ties between 4 to 64 ounces.

The amendment passed 
by a 193-9 vote. Voting 
against were Reps. Gary 
Day, Mindy Fee, Mark Gil-
len, Keith Greiner, Dave 

Hickernell, John Lawrence, 
Jim Marshall, Brett Miller 
and David Zimmerman.

Rep. Perry Warren, 
D-Bucks, lead sponsor of  
the bill, said the amend-
ment would support local 
restaurants selling food, 
beer and wine for curbside 
pickup and takeout during 
the crisis by allowing them 

Bill would temporarily allow restaurants, hotels  
to sell mixed drinks for off-premise consumption
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