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The opioid epidemic is not get-
ting better or worse, but shifting, 
the Northumberland County Opi-
oid Coalition has found.

The coalition, formed in 2018 
to address the epidemic, said the 
majority of  overdoses had been 

contributed to heroin, but, in the 
past few years, almost all overdos-
es are due to multiple substances 
and synthetic opioids, such as 
fentanyl.

According to data collected 
by OverdoseFreePa, there were 
27 reported accidental overdose 
deaths in Northumberland Coun-
ty that occurred in 2020, of  which 
fentanyl was identifi ed in 70% of  

cases, followed by methamphet-
amine (41%), heroin (37%) and 
amphetamine (22%).

In 2016, the same amount of  

deaths were reported, with fen-
tanyl and heroin being identifi ed 
in 48% of  cases, followed by indo-
methacin (19%), methamphet-
amine (7%) and alprazolam (4%).

The county data follows the 
state trend, with fentanyl identi-
fi ed in 27% of  cases in 2015, and 
increasing to 70% in 2018.

The Northumberland County 
Opioid Coalition continues to 

work to facilitate connections 
with the community and its 
stakeholders to create initiatives 
that address the overdose crisis 
and work to reduce substance 
use disorder, which is a disease 
that involves the chronic use of  
opioids.

It meets monthly and has 

Opioid epidemic shifting, says coalition
Fentanyl use identified in 70% of overdose deaths in 2020

OPIOID AWARENESS

Reducing stigma of opioid use 

disorder; County joins in       

‘historic’ opioid settlement,   
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SHAMOKIN — Local 
police are working together 
in an attempt to solve a 
rash of  vehicle break-ins 
and vandalism reported 
during the past month that 
have resulted in more than 
$20,000 in damage and prop-
erty loss.

Shamokin and Kulpmont 
have been hit the hardest 
during the crime spree.

Shamokin Police Chief  
Raymond Siko II said 

between 30 to 35 incidents 
involving vehicle break-
ins and vandalism are 
being investigated. He said 
most of  the incidents have 
occurred in the Bunker Hill 
area and Fifth Ward.

Kulpmont Offi cer-In-
Charge Steve Mazzeo said 
there have been between 
20 and 25 vehicle break-ins 
and acts of  vandalism in 
the community during the 
past month. He said the 
majority of  the incidents 
have occurred in the south 

Police actively 
investigating 
recent vehicle 
break-ins, 
vandalism
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HARRISBURG — The 
Pennsylvania Common-
wealth Court on Monday 
affi rmed a November 2020 
Northumberland County 
Court of  Common Pleas 
order in favor of  North-
western Human Services 
Youth Services Inc. (NHS) 
and against the Shamokin 
Area School District 

regarding tuition and lease 
rental payments the district 
received from home school 
districts and the Depart-
ment of  Education.

NHS is a nonprofi t cor-
poration that operated 
Northwestern Academy, a 
juvenile justice complex for 
adjudicated delinquent and 
dependent youth. The acad-
emy was located in Coal 
Township, closing several 

Commonwealth 
Court rules against 
SASD regarding 
tuition payments
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SHAMOKIN — A preliminary hearing for Zerbe 
Township Supervisor Walter A. Paczkoskie, who is 
charged by state police with a felony count of  wire-
tapping and other offenses, is set for 9:30 a.m. Tuesday 
before Magisterial District Judge John Gembic III.

Paczkoskie, 59, of  1042 Shamokin St., Trevorton, 

Hearing set Tuesday for 
Zerbe supervisor charged 
with felony wiretapping

COAL TOWNSHIP — Nine 
regional cheerleading squads will 
compete Saturday for the right 
to go to the Competitive Spirit 
Championships in Hershey.

The Shamokin Area School Dis-
trict will again host the District 
4 cheerleading championships, 
starting at noon in the high school 
gym.

Competing fi rst in co-ed will be 

Williamsport, Canton and Sugar 
Valley. They will be followed by 
small varsity (one to 15 members) 
made up of  Jersey Shore, Milton, 
Bloomsburg and Troy. Compet-
ing in large varsity (16 and more 
members) will be Mount Carmel 
and Montoursville.

District 4 will have a total of  fi ve 
qualifi ers for the state champion-
ships. There will be four qualifi ers 

in 2A and one qualifi er in 3A.
Williamsport is guaranteed a 

trip to Hershey since they are 
the only 3A team competing. 
Shamokin and Southern Colum-
bia, which have qualifi ed for 
states in the past, are not slated to 
perform.

Tickets should be purchased in 
advance by visiting the District 4 
website.

CHEERLEADERS PREP FOR DISTRICTS
Nine squads compete to go to championships

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTO

The Mount Carmel Area High School cheerleading competition squad performs a routine for 
parents and friends Tuesday night at the elementary school. They, along with eight other squads, 
will compete at the District 4 Cheerleading Championships starting at noon Saturday at the 
Shamokin Area Middle/High School.
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SHAMOKIN — The City 
of  Shamokin made several 
reappointments to boards 
and committees Monday 
during its fi rst regular 
meeting since new elected 
offi cials were installed from 
the November general elec-
tion.

William Dobson was 
reappointed to the city 
housing authority by 4-0 
vote, with Councilman 
Joseph Leschinskie Jr. 
abstaining. Leschinskie 
said he abstained due to a 

relationship with Dobson 
through the campaign of  
former Councilwoman Jen-
nifer Seidel. He said he has 
no ill will toward Dobson, 
but chose not to vote due 
to his ongoing legal issues 
involving Seidel.

The board unanimously 
reappointed Charles Sos-
noskie to the Shamokin-
Coal Township Joint Sewer 
Authority for a fi ve-year 
term and also unanimous-
ly reappointed Eugene 
Garancheskie to a fi ve-year 
term on the zoning board. 
Jerry Splane was removed 
from the zoning board by 
unanimous vote after coun-

cil said he is no longer a 
resident of  Shamokin.

Council also accepted by 
4-0 vote, with Leschinskie 
abstaining, to accept the 
resignation of  Erik Seidel 
from the city’s planning 
committee, effective retro-
actively to Dec. 31.

Anthracite Outdoor 
Adventure Area (AOAA) 
Authority Chairman Jim 
Backes presented a check 
to the city in the amount of  
$5,000 as a donation from 
the off-road facility. Follow-
ing a successful year, the 
AOAA has donated $131,000 
to local communities, the 
majority of  which was 

given to Northumberland 
County totaling $75,000, offi -
cials said.

Newly-appointed city 
solicitor Ed Greco said he 
has reached out to former 
solicitor Frank Konopka, 
who told him there were no 
pending matters he needed 
to be aware of  regarding 
city business.

City Administrator Rob-
ert Slaby was unanimously 
reappointed to his position 
as certifying offi cer for 
environmental reviews 
and council also agreed to 
open a new bank account 

Shamokin holds first meeting 
under new administration
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