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SHAMOKIN — At a special meet-
ing held Monday evening at Mill 
Road Square, Shamokin City Coun-
cil announced the hiring of  a new 
code enforcement offi cer. Following 
a brief  executive session, Christo-
pher White was offi cially sworn into 
the position, with his wife, Lisa, by 
his side, as he took the oath of  offi ce 
from Mayor John Brown.

The terms of  White’s hiring — a 
base salary of  $32,000 annually with 
a $1 per hour raise at the end of  his 
six-month probationary period, 
effective immediately — was unan-
imously approved by council mem-
bers via roll call vote.

White — a Shamokin native, 

Shamokin Area High School alum 
and military veteran — indicated 
his desire to be a part of  helping 
make the city a better place to live 
and work.

“I’m here to do this job to help the 
City of  Shamokin, which I love,” 
White said. “When I completed my 
military service, our family could’ve 
moved anywhere, but we chose 
Shamokin. We believe in this city 
and felt that it was the right place 
for us to live and work.”

White was subsequently congrat-
ulated and welcomed by Brown and 
all members of  city council. His 
offi cial start date will be Tuesday, 
Sept. 3.

Funds for facades

Solicitor Frank Konopka read 
aloud Resolution 19-11, which deals 

with the city’s application for a Key-
stone Communities Facade Grant 
(KCFG). The grant would provide 
matching funds of  up to $5,000 to 
city businesses interested in refur-
bishing their building facades. 
Businesses will need to invest $5,000 
in order to receive the matching 
amount.

The grant, which likely will not 
exceed $50,000, is through the state 
Department of  Community and 
Economic Development (DCED).

Council said the project associ-
ated with the KCFG is “anticipated 
to benefi t locations within the 
Shamokin Business District.” How-
ever, members did not discuss the 
project during the meeting.

City Administrator Robert M. Sla-
by will facilitate and assist in obtain-
ing the requested grant.

SWORN IN
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Shamokin Mayor John Brown, second left, swears in Christopher White, second from right, 
during Monday evening’s special council meeting. White is the city’s new code officer. At left is 
Director of Public Safety and acting Code Officer Scott Roughton. White’s wife, Lisa, right, holds 
the Bible for her husband.

City council hires new code officer
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SUNBURY — The trial for 
accused murderer Brian G. Heff-
ner, which was scheduled for next 

month, is now expected to be held 
in January.

On Aug. 6, Northumberland 
County President Judge Charles 
H. Saylor granted court-appointed 
defense attorney John McLaugh-
lin’s motion to continue the trial 

to give him more time to review 
new discovery evidence in the 
case.

On Monday morning, Heffner 
was back in court for a pre-trial 
conference in which McLaughlin 
requested all the charges fi led 

against his client be dismissed. 
The Danville attorney claimed 
the charges didn’t contain suffi -
cient information describing the 
offenses under Rule 504 of  the 
Rules of  Criminal Procedure that 
covers the content of  criminal 

complaints.
Northumberland County Dis-

trict Attorney Tony Matulewicz 
opposed McLaughlin’s motion, 
claiming all the charges were 

Heffner trial tentatively set for January
County judge gives district attorney 20 days to amend 2 charges
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CATAWISSA RR — As 
part of  Superintendent 
Paul Caputo’s report at 
Monday’s Southern Colum-
bia Area School Board 
meeting, representatives 
of  the Mystic Mountain 
Estates Property Owners 
Association Inc. (MME-
POA) and the Fullington 
Bus Co. addressed the 
board regarding transpor-
tation services.

MMEPOA President Jodi 
Berry asked to open dia-
logue regarding transpor-
tation alternatives for chil-
dren living in the Mystic 
Mountain Estates vicinity.

“We just want our chil-
dren to have easier access 
to getting to school like oth-
er kids,” said Berry.

The challenge for parents 

and property owners at 
Mystic Mountain Estates is 
getting their kids to the bus 
stops, which were said to be 
about 4 miles away from the 
houses.

“It’s become a deterrent 
to those moving into our 
community,” said Berry, 
who noted that 13 to 20 chil-
dren live within the devel-
opment.

“We’re just hoping for 
some support from the 
school to work with us to 
better accommodate our 
children,” she said.

Arlen Sanden, director 
of  school bus operations 
for the Fullington Bus Co., 
said a proposed idea from 
the MMEPOA represen-
tatives regarding a van or 
bus being used to pick up 
children at the estate could 
be problematic.

Busing issues 
stymie parents 
in area private 
community

SOUTHERN COLUMBIA AREA
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SUNBURY — A 30-year-old Reading man was acquitted 
of  rape and related offenses Thursday by Northumber-
land County President Judge Charles H. Saylor when the 
alleged victim failed to appear to testify at a trial.

Frantzy Delphin, an inmate at SCI-Coal Township, was 
acquitted of  felonies of  rape, involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse, sexual assault and aggravated indecent 
assault.

Inmate acquitted 
of rape charges
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On Sunday afternoon, 
the VNA Health 

System held its 20th 
annual butterfly 

release at the 
Community Garden at 

Kehler Park in 
Shamokin. The event, 

held in memory of 
cancer victims, was 

well attended by a 
crowd of nearly 50 

people.

Butterfl y 
release
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SHAMOKIN — A Shamokin man previously con-
victed of  harboring dangerous dogs has now been 
charged with misdemeanors of  failing to register the 
canines and failing to comply with provisions of  the 
Dog Law Act of  1982.

John Steven May, 41, of  225 N. Franklin St., was 
charged last week by State Dog Warden Brandi 
Burkett, of  the Pennsylvania Department of  Agri-
culture, with two counts each of  failing to register a 
dangerous dog within 30 days of  receiving written 

Dog owner faces 
more charges
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