
570-644-1055

FULL SERVICE 
122, LLC

RTE 61, COAL TWP. 
Your comfort

is our concern

It will get cold outside
Let our Attendants take care of 
you, while you stay warm 
in your car and COVID free 
with no contact.

50 lbs. Rock Salt 
for Snow
50 lbs. Calcium 
Chloride
(to protect your concrete)

Rice Coal
40 lbs

FOR YOUR WINTER NEEDS, WE SELL:
Heating Oil 

by the Gallon

Ethanol Free 
Gas

Protect Your 
Engine!

Will sell by 
the pallet
Call for 
pricing!

FULL SERVICE 122, LLC

8508 PA-61
Coal Township, PA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm
Sat. 8am-8pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

Closed Thanksgiving Day
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ALL 3 MEN 
CHARGED 

CONVICTED OF 
MURDER 
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ARBERY DEATH

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING!
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COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL

FLEMING      
ENJOYING TIME 
AT OHIO STATE

BY RUDY SHEPTOCK

First Thessalonians 
5:18 is one of  those Bible 
verses that you might 
wish wasn’t there. It calls 
us to do what we aren’t by 
nature geared to do. The 
Apostle Paul writes, “In 
every thing give thanks: 
for this is the will of  God 
in Christ Jesus concern-
ing you.”

I am all for celebrat-
ing those blessings that 
make me smile, but that 
which rips my heart out, 
not so much. At the very 
least, I am especially 
glad that the Scripture 
doesn’t command us to be 
grateful “for” all things 
because being appre-
ciative of  cancer, death, 
discouragement, anxiety 
and despair makes no 
sense to me whatsoever. 
I don’t believe that Jesus 
was grateful for all the 
suffering that He had to 
endure upon the cross as 
much as He was standing 
upon the truth that His 
heavenly Father was 
working even the bad 
things together for good 
when all was said and 
done. I am so grateful 
that the Lord can redeem 
our messes into master-
pieces!

But sadly, I still tend 
to be a whiner and com-
plainer. I’m not bragging 
about this trait because I 
wish it would not defi ne 
me as it does. I am trying 
not to be a “half-full” or 
“half-empty” kind of  guy, 
but become someone who 
appreciates that he has a 
glass at all. I like the fact 
that the Apostle Paul said 
that even he had to learn 
how to be content. You 
can be sure that I am still 
enrolled in that class. I 
do honestly desire that 
the Lord would continue 
to teach me how not to 
become so frustrated by 

things 
when 
they 
don’t go 
my way. 
I should 
be used 
to that 
by now, 
but 
I am 

hard-headed. I am pretty 
good at the art of  feeling 
sorry for myself. When 
you want to splash 
around a pool of  your 
own self-pity, your imper-
fect circumstances will 
provide you with plenty 
of  ammunition.

If  you ever venture 
into my offi ce, you will 
discover that there are 
Peanuts everywhere. I’m 
not referring to the type 
that the elephants eat but 
the ones that have been 
a Sunday newspaper 
staple as far back as I can 
remember. I feel for Char-
lie Brown. I actually feel 
like Charlie Brown many 
a days. Did you know that 
in all 17,897 comic strips, 
Charlie Brown never 
once got to successfully 
kick the football from 
Lucy? Asked whether 
Charlie Brown would 
fi nally get to kick the 
football in the last “Pea-
nuts” comic strip, Schulz 
replied, “Oh, no! Defi -
nitely not! I couldn’t have 
Charlie Brown kick that 
football; that would be a 
terrible disservice to him 
after nearly half  a centu-
ry.” The Cartoonist later 
regretted his decision, 
and became remorseful, 
and in 1999, recalling the 
fi nal time he signed the 
comic strip, “All of  a sud-
den I thought, ‘You know, 
that poor, poor kid, he 
never even got to kick the 

Thanksgiving 
2021 — God’s 

in it this minute

SHEPTOCK

SOUL MINING

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

ATLAS — Mount Carmel 
Township’s real estate taxes 
would remain the same 
at 18.75 mills under a pro-
posed 2022 budget presented 
to the Board of  Supervisors 
last week.

“I think over the past 18 
months, during the pan-
demic, everyone has had 
it though. We continue to 

provide full services head-
ing into 2022, and residents 
won’t see an increase in 
property, personal or per 
capita taxes from the town-
ship,” remarked board 
Chairman Aaron Doman-
ski. “This is a testament 
to the board to do what is 
right for the township and 
its residents.”

Real estate taxes are debt 
service, 1.5 mills; street 
lighting, 2 mills; fi re protec-
tion, 1.5 mills; and general, 

13.75 mills. A mill rate, also 
referred to as the millage 
rate, is a fi gure represent-
ing the amount per $1,000 
of  the assessed value of  
property, which is used to 
calculate the amount of  
property tax.

General expendi-
tures are $376,941.37 and 
police expenditures are 
$539,149.15. Police salaries 
and health care are the 
brunt of  the police budget, 
which also includes an 

annual six-fi gure payment 
toward pensions, according 
to Domanski.

“Our budget is similar 
to last year. Expenditures 
and services will remain 
the same,” said Domanski, 
adding that the township 
continues to explore ways 
to generate additional 
revenue. “I thank the res-
idents for working with 
us to make Mount Carmel 

MCT holds the line on taxes

BY MARK GILGER
THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — “It’s going to be a 
great night for Shamokin.”

That’s how Kathy Vetovich 
described the Light Up Lincoln 
event being held Saturday night in 
conjunction with the second annual 
Home for the Holidays celebra-
tion. Both events are sponsored by 
Shamokin Area Businesses for Eco-
nomic Revitalization (SABER).

Vetovich, who is the organizer of  
the celebration and has spearhead-
ed numerous community-related 
events in the city, said, “Many volun-
teers have worked hard to make this 
year’s event even better than last 
year. Lincoln Street will shine and 
all attendees will get a great history 
lesson about all of  our wonderful 
monuments. There will also be 
character actors such as entertainer 
Groucho Marx and longtime mine 
inspector Clarence “Mooch” Kash-
ner (Vetovich’s grandfather) on Lin-
coln Street leading up to City Hall, 
which will be organized by Amanda 
Krebs.”

She said the popular event will 
give Shamokin area citizens and 
out-of-town residents an opportuni-
ty to learn about the history and sig-
nifi cance of  the various monuments 
that line Lincoln Street.

LIGHT UP LINCOLN
Event will educate public about 

multiple monuments on Lincoln Street
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Kathy Vetovich, president of Shamokin Area Businesses for Economic Revitalization, stands 
alongside the 99 Steps Wednesday after the landmark had been decorated in anticipation of 
Saturday’s Light Up Lincoln event set for 5 p.m.

Volunteers worked Wednesday to decorate the Kallaway Center 
for the Arts in anticipation of Saturday’s Light Up Lincoln event 
scheduled for 5 p.m.Lincoln, Page A6
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