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BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

CATAWISSA RR — When South-
ern Columbia Area High School’s 
production of  “Grease” is per-
formed this weekend, the audience 
will watch a culmination of  months 
of  practices.

What the audience won’t see, how-
ever, are the friendships that have 
been created between castmates 
whose backgrounds are as diverse 
as the characters they portray. The 
cast and crew consists of  athletes, 
musicians, singers and dancers who 
have tirelessly worked to present 
sold-out shows at 7 p.m. Friday, 2 and 
7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday.

“I made really close connections 
with all the rookies who came in 
this year,” said junior Kiersten 
Brecht, who plays Sandy Dum-
browski. “I think they are really fun 
to work with.”

Two of  those rookies are Oak Six 
and John Stabinski, who will play 
Vince Fontaine and Sonny LaTierri, 
respectively. The senior football line-
men who were part of  this season’s 
state championship team wanted to 
try something new and give back to 
a program that they said works just 
as hard as any athletic team.

“I didn’t know what to expect at 
fi rst, but I am actually enjoying it 
quite a bit,” Six said following a per-
formance at Life Geisinger in Kulp-
mont Thursday afternoon. “I am 
making new friends and meeting 
new people. That’s the main reason 
I like it.”

Six said the brief  performance 
in front of  about 30 people, which 

was the fi rst in front of  the public, 
brought a renewed energy going 
into this weekend’s shows.

Stabinski said the biggest similar-
ity between football and “Grease” 
is the amount of  things to remem-
ber. He compared the number of  
football plays to that of  words and 

BONDING ON STAGE

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTOS

Southern Columbia Area High School junior Kiersten Brecht, center, leads the cast in “Summer 
Nights” during a dress rehearsal for “Grease” Monday afternoon. Brecht will play Sandy in the 
sold-out shows this weekend.

Hard work unites cast as friends

Southern Columbia Area High School student Dylan Kramer 
sings “Those Magic Changes” during a dress rehearsal for 
“Grease” Monday. The cast and crew consists of athletes, musi-
cians, singers and dancers.

‘Grease’, Page A6

BY STEPHANIE BETTICK
THE NEWS-ITEM

stephanie_b@newsitem.com

CATAWISSA RR — A Southern 
Columbia Area alumnus and 
parent expressed disappoint-
ment with the school district at 

Monday’s school board meeting, 
claiming a teacher had made 
homicidal and suicidal threats on 
school property in October but is 
back at work in the district.

Josh Maciejewski, co-owner of  
Function of  Beauty in Catawissa, 
said he provided the school board 

with a statement at a January 
executive session regarding the 
teacher and shared the statement 
with the press Monday evening.

“The parents I have shared that 
statement with privately so far 
have all expressed similar levels 
of  concern, angst and outrage 

that was expressed by me and 
other parents that came to that 
executive session,” Maciejewski 
said.

He alleged at the meeting there 
has been “an ongoing issue for 

SCA parent alleges teacher made threats at school

BY MARK GILGER
THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

SUNBURY — Northum-
berland County President 
Judge Charles H. Saylor 
has canceled jury selection 
for an imprisoned couple 
claiming to be “sovereign 
citizens” who are accused 
of  squatting in a Mount 
Carmel Township home. 
The judge made the deci-
sion because he believes 
they are attempting to 
make a mockery of  the 
court.

John and Jane Doe, 
whose real names are 
believed to be Kevin 
Gilgeours, of  Jamaica, 
Queens, New York, and 
Kathleen Claxton, of  Brook-
lyn, New York, appeared 
before Saylor Friday morn-
ing for a pre-trial confer-

ence.
But the judge, citing 

the couple’s refusal to 
cooperate with the court 
and statements made not 
recognizing any authority 
in the court, abruptly ended 
the proceeding and set jury 
selection in the case for 
Monday.

However, around 2:40 p.m. 
Friday, Saylor issued 
identical orders for each 
defendant canceling jury 
selection.

The order states, “At the 
time set for a hearing on the 
defendants’ written request 
fi led on March 4 for the 
application of  Rule 600, the 
defendants refused to pro-
ceed to support the request. 
Rather, the defendants 
continued to assert this 
court lacks any authority 

Alleged squatters 
stand accused of 
mocking the court

Trump proposes record spending, trillion-dollar deficit

Judge cancels 
jury selection
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BY STEPHANIE BETTICK
THE NEWS-ITEM

stephanie_b@newsitem.com

With fi ve kids ages 6 to 15, Air Force veteran Chris 
Berkheiser and his wife, Stacy, haven’t had many oppor-
tunities to pack up and enjoy a fun-fi lled, relaxing vaca-
tion.

That all changed on Feb. 
24 when they joined 14 
other veterans and their 
families for an all-expense-
paid weeklong trip to Seven 
Springs Mountain Resort 
near Pittsburgh, courtesy 
of  the Wounded Warrior 
Patrol.

Berkheiser, of  Shamokin, 
served from 2000 to 2006 
and did two tours during 
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. During his time overseas, he lost both his sister 
and grandmother, which led him to come home early and 

Wounded Warrior 
Patrol gifts city 
veteran and 
family vacation

BY LISA MASCARO 
AP CONGRESSIONAL 

CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump proposed a record 
$4.7 trillion budget on Monday, 
pushing the federal defi cit past $1 

trillion but counting on optimis-
tic growth, accounting shuffl es 
and steep domestic cuts to bring 
future spending into balance in 
15 years.

Reviving his border wall fi ght 
with Congress, Trump wants 

more than $8 billion for the bar-
rier with Mexico, and he’s also 
asking for a big boost in military 
spending. That’s alongside steep 
cuts in health care and economic 
support programs for the poor 
that Democrats — and even some 

Republicans — will oppose.
Trump called his plan a bold 

next step for a nation experienc-
ing “an economic miracle.” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi called his 
cuts “cruel and shortsighted ... 
a roadmap to a sicker, weaker 

America.”
Presidential budgets tend to be 

seen as aspirational blueprints, 
rarely becoming enacted policy, 
and Trump’s proposal for the 
new fi scal year, which begins 

Vo-tech seeks $18-33 million in renovations
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