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SHAMOKIN — For 160 years, a 
20-acre parcel of  land overlooking the 
city has served as a pristine, quiet 
place of  solitude where many past 
local residents, poor and prominent 
alike, have been laid to rest.

The Shamokin Cemetery, which 
has survived decades of  weathering 
and spates of  vandalism, is now fac-
ing perhaps its greatest challenge — 
neglect.

In recent years, the cemetery, which 
is privately owned by the Shamokin 
Cemetery Co., has become the sight 
of  unsightly tall grass, weeds and 
small trees covering a large number 
of  headstones.

Roger Alleman, a Vietnam War 
veteran and adjutant of  American 
Legion Post 73, said he is sickened 
by what’s become of  the cemetery 
and the “absence of  respect” shown 
toward many of  the 751 veterans and 
service members who are buried 
there.

“I hate it. It’s something that has to 
be fi xed,” he commented.

For decades, Alleman has deliv-
ered American fl ags, provided by the 
Northumberland County Veterans 

Administration Offi ce, to volunteers 
who place them on the grave sites of  
the country’s heroes.

Coal Township VFW Post 317 
Commander John Schenewerk add-
ed, “What’s currently happening up 
there to all of  the those headstones 
and gravesites, of  both veterans and 
lay people alike, is disgusting.”

Soldiers Circle

Perhaps the most iconic portion of  
the cemetery is the Soldiers Circle, 
located at the northeast corner of  the 
cemetery. Laid out in four concentric 
rings of  small headstones and fl ags 
surrounding a large monument, the 
sacred area is the fi nal resting place 
of  242 veterans and service members 
from the Civil War, World War I, 
World War II, the Korean and Viet-
nam wars.

It was constructed in 1871 by the 
Grand Army of  the Republic. At its 
center, the circle houses a large gran-
ite stone that was brought back from 

the location of  the Battle of  Gettys-
burg. Many of  the names of  the peo-
ple buried there are no longer visible 
on the headstones.

The Perz family, who has relatives 
buried in the circle, visited the cem-
etery earlier this summer and was 
shocked at the conditions.

“Look around at this mess. It’s 
not being properly taken care of. We 
drove all the way from Eastlake, Ohio, 
and we get here and see this,” said 
85-year-old Ruth (Boyd) Perz, whose 
family played a prominent role in 
Shamokin’s history. “It’s a beautiful 
cemetery and contains so much local 
history. I’m hopeful that it can be 
cleaned up and improved.”

She also expressed concerns about 
the location of  cemetery records and 
the conditions of  “tattered” Ameri-
can fl ags in the Circle.

Perz’s great-grandfather was Hugh 

‘Absence of respect’
Shamokin Cemetery faces greatest challenge — 
neglect; company president says funds needed
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A large, fallen birch tree, pictured here, was left 
blocking the entrance to the Wilson Krieger mau-
soleum from May through July 2018.

“What’s currently happening up there to all of 
the those headstones and gravesites, of both 
veterans and lay people alike, is disgusting.”

John Schenewerk,
Coal Township
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Volunteers 
prepare 
food, such 
as chicken 
corn soup, 
for custom-
ers at the 
22nd annual 
St. Patrick 
Church 
Festival 
Friday eve-
ning in 
Trevorton. 
The event, 
which fea-
tures ethnic 
food, games 
and prizes, 
continues 
today from 5 
to 10 p.m. 
with music 
from 
Ridgeline 
starting at 
6:30 p.m.

FESTIVAL FOODS
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EXTON — A Northum-
berland County constable 
from Zerbe Township has 
been charged by a Ches-
ter County detective for 
allegedly using his elected 
position and authority for 
personal profi t.

Michael Robel, 58, of  
108 Birch Road, is facing 
felonies of  bribery, confl ict 
of  interest and accepting 
improper infl uence and a 
misdemeanor of  statement 
of  fi nancial interests.

Bernard Sean Martin, of  
the Chester County District 
Attorney’s Offi ce, claims 
that Robel used his law 
enforcement position for 
private security interests 
related to the Mariner East 

Pipeline project and failed 
to report his $27,995 income 
for 2018, as required by the 
state Public Offi cial and 
Employee Ethics Act.

Also charged as a result 

of  the investigation was 
Chester County Constable 
Kareem Johnson, 47, of  
Coatesville.

Records show both John-
son and Robel were sub-
contracted to work security 
by a Harrisburg company 
doing business as Raven 
Knights. The constables 
were required and asked 
to provide copies of  their 
state constable certifi cation 
cards and fi rearm cards as 
a condition of  employment.

Robel was arraigned in 
front of  Magisterial Dis-
trict Judge John Bailey 
on $25,000 unsecured bail. 
A preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. Aug. 
29 at the district offi ce in 
Exton.

“We cannot have elected 

Northumberland County 
constable charged with 
Ethics Act violations
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Michael Robel

Zerbe Twp. man allegedly used elected 
position, authority for personal profit
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SUNBURY — Brightening 
neighborhoods through the reha-
bilitation of  dilapidated proper-
ties is an objective of  the city’s 
public nuisance list.

City council regularly updates 
the list of  vacant, blighted proper-
ties that may be acquired through 
eminent domain, if  owners fail 

to take action to correct the nui-
sance condition.

Eric Long, a code enforcement 
offi cer, said there were 41 prop-
erties appearing on the nuisance 
list in July, but several owners are 
taking corrective actions in an 
effort to remove their buildings 
from the list.

“We are not out there to tear 
down buildings; we want to peo-
ple to rehab them,” Long said. 
“Ultimately, they may have to 

come down, if  there are safety 
issues, such as properties that are 
falling down.”

The method employed by Sun-
bury has caught the attention of  
Shamokin City Council, which in 
June entered into a cooperative 
agreement with the Northumber-
land County Housing Authority 
to start using eminent domain as 
a blight tactic.

Shamokin Mayor John Brown 
and Councilman Scott Roughton, 

director of  public safety, met with 
Sunbury offi cials to learn more 
about the state’s Eminent Domain 
Code.

Run-down buildings in 
Shamokin have typically been 
purchased by the city through 
county repository sales and then 
razed with grant money.

“Eminent domain works nice 
for properties that the taxes are 
paid current on, (but) you don’t 
have the opportunity to purchase 

off  a tax list because they never 
make it there,” Brown said. “This 
is a way to say, ‘We are not going 
to tolerate the property being in 
this condition.’”

Shamokin is already consider-
ing using eminent domain on at 
least two dilapidated properties, 
one of  which is owned by some-
one in the Middle East, but pays 
taxes, according to Roughton.

Shamokin to start using eminent domain as a blight tactic
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