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MOUNT CARMEL — Mount 
Carmel Area schools are closed 
due to a second person affi liated 
with the district, who is believed 
to be a student, testing positive for 
COVID-19.

Mount Carmel Area Superin-

tendent Pete Cheddar, who did 
not say if  the person who tested 
positive was a student, teacher, 
administrator or staff  member 
in accordance with COVID-19 
regulations, announced Sunday 
afternoon that the district will 
be closed and no extracurricular 
activities will be held today to 
allow for additional deep cleaning 
of  the facilities.

Starting Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Cheddar said virtual instruc-
tion in the junior-senior high 
school will be conducted, with the 
hope of  returning to full in-per-
son instruction in the junior-se-
nior high school on Thursday.

The elementary school will 
remain open to all students who 
chose in-person instruction start-
ing Tuesday.

Cheddar said students attend-
ing Northumberland County 
Career and Technology Center 
will have class as originally 
scheduled today.

“We apologize for the lateness 
of  this message, but this deci-
sion was made after hours of  
communication with the Penn-
sylvania Department of  Health, 
local emergency management 

offi cials and our school board 
and administration,” Cheddar 
said. “All of  those mentioned are 
aware of  our second confi rmed 
case. The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Health will be working 
closely with our school district to 
determine if  any student or staff  
member would need to possibly 

MCA schools closed after second 
person tests positive for COVID-19
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HARRISBURG — Legislation that 
would provide the Department of  
Conservation and Natural Rescuers 
(DCNR) the option of  charging for 
parking and admission has been 
referred to the House Tourism and 
Recreational Development Commit-
tee.

Rep. Doyle Heffl ey, who represents 
Carbon County, recently introduced 
House Bill 2806, which would amend 
the Conservation and Natural 
Resources Act addressing fees and 
charges.

DCNR, which oversees 121 state 
parks, cannot adopt or impose any 
charges or fees for parking or gen-
eral admission to state parks unless 
the charges were imposed prior to 
Jan. 1, 1995. State parks are allowed 

to charge admission for the use of  
specifi c services and facilities, such 
as camping and boating.

Heffl ey’s bill would amend the act 
to permit DCNR to impose parking 
and general admission fees for a 
state park “as necessary” to provide 
for the maintenance, operation or 
administration of  that facility.

As it stands, the bill does not 

Bill would allow DCNR to charge for 
parking, admission at state parks
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A man fishes Saturday evening at Locust Lake State Park in Schuylkill County. A state represen-
tative from Carbon County has introduced legislation that would provide the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Rescuers (DCNR) the option of charging for parking and admission at 
state parks.
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WEST CAMERON 
TOWNSHIP — A West 
Cameron Township wom-
an remained in critical 
condition Sunday night at 
Geisinger Medical Center 
in Danville after her vehicle 
crashed into the woods off  
Lower Road on Saturday, 
but wasn’t discovered until 
hours later by her husband.

State police at Stonington 
reported Eleanor Chappell, 
who is believed to be in ear-
ly 70s, of  3977 Lower Road, 
lost control of  her car on 

Lower Road. The auto exit-
ed the road and descended 
an embankment before 
traveling into a wooded 
area, where it came to a 
stop with Chappell trapped 
inside.

When Chappell failed to 
return home around 4 p.m. 
after reportedly being in 
Ashland at 10 a.m., police 
said her husband Clayton 
Chappell went looking for 
her and discovered a couple 
of  tree branches broken 
alongside Lower Road, a 
short distance away from 
the couple’s home.

Upon stopping and fur-
ther investigating, Clayton 
Chappell found his wife 
trapped in the car and 
called 9-1-1 for assistance.

Firefi ghters and emer-
gency personnel from 
East Cameron Township, 
Trevorton and Shamokin 
responded to the scene and 
used a ladder to descend the 
embankment before freeing 
the victim from the wreck-
age with the Jaws of  Life.

Chappell was removed 
from the car and placed on 

West Cameron Township 
woman critical following 
automobile accident
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A West Cameron Township woman was trapped inside this car for several 
hours Saturday after it traveled off Lower Road in West Cameron Township 
and descended an embankment in a wooded area. Eleanor Chappell suf-
fered serious injuries in the crash and was listed Sunday night in critical 
condition at Geisinger Medical Center in Danville.
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COAL TOWNSHIP 
— Ten inmates and two 
correctional offi cers at 
Northumberland County 
Jail have tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Northumberland County 
Court Administrator Kevin 
O’Hearn said six inmates 
initially tested positive for 
the virus, but that num-

ber increased to 10 as of  
Sunday afternoon. He con-
fi rmed two staff  members 
also tested positive and 
have been quarantined. 
He said the two correction-
al offi cers were around 
inmates.

“We have protocols in 
place and we’re waiting to 
see what develops with the 
virus,” he said. O’Hearn 
said the state Department 

10 inmates 
at NCJ test 
positive for 
COVID-19
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COLUMBUS, Ohio — The coronavirus has upended 
everyday life in ways big and small. What happens when 
those disruptions overlap with voting? Thousands of  
state and local election offi cials across the U.S are sharing 
ideas and making accommodations to try to ensure that 
voters and polling places are safe amid an unprecedented 
pandemic.

Some are fi nding ways to expand access to voter reg-
istration and ballot request forms. Others are testing 
new products, installing special equipment or scouting 

Coronavirus worries 
force election officials 
to get creative
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