
570-644-1055

FULL SERVICE 
122, LLC

RTE 61, COAL TWP. 
Your comfort and 

Safety is our concern

If you were a 
customer of Ray’s 
and enjoyed his 

great service, we 
will be more than 

happy to offer 
you the same 

customer service.

Drive to Full Service 122 gas station and 
let our friendly staff pump your gas while 

you remain virus free in your vehicle 
WITH NO CONTACT.

STAY COOL WHILE WE FILL YOUR TANKS COOS COO

Ethanol Free 
Gas

Protect Your 
Engine!

FULL SERVICE 122, LLC

8508 PA-61
Coal Township, PA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm
Sat. 8am-8pm, Sun. 8am-6pm
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BLOOMSBURG — 
Noting the uncertainty 
surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Bloomsburg 
Fair Association Board 
of  Directors announced 
on Tuesday that the 165th 
edition of  the fair will not 
be held in 2020. The fair 
was scheduled for Sept. 25 
through Oct. 3.

“In these uncertain and 
ever-changing times, the 
board members of  the 
Bloomsburg Fair Associa-
tion found it necessary to 
gather and interpret vast 
amounts of  information 
regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic,” a release issued 
by the fair said. “Any deci-
sion that will ultimately 
affect thousands of  people 

and an entire region should 
not be made casually. Each 
year the fair is responsible 
to our 1,100 vendors, thou-
sands of  exhibitors, many 
local artists, our generous 
sponsors, and the families 
that enter our gates in 
search of  education, fun 
and memories that last a 
lifetime.”

The release said “much 
deliberation” went into 
making the decision.

“This was a very diffi cult 
decision, but our concern 
for the health and safety 
of  our community out-
weighs our desire to host 
this year’s fair,” the release 
said. “The Bloomsburg Fair 
Association is committed to 
the overall well being of  the 
entire region, and we do not 
wish to put anyone in jeop-
ardy in order to open our 

gates. We will, instead, take 
this time to make improve-
ments, train staff  and look 
to the future.”

Planning for the next edi-
tion of  the fair, scheduled 
for Sept. 24 through Oct. 2, 
2021, is already underway.

“Many entertainers have 
already agreed to perform 
on our grandstand stage 
in 2021, new and impres-
sive free entertainment is 
planned, many innovative 
surprises will delight 
families, and, of  course, 
all of  our traditional food, 
livestock, and educational 
opportunities will be avail-
able for all to experience,” 
the release said. “Although 
many in our community 
will miss the fair, we look 
forward to providing a safe, 
secure and healthy event 
next year.”

2020 Bloomsburg Fair canceled
Board members: ‘Much deliberation’ went into not holding 165th edition

C. J. GREGO/STAFF PHOTO

A large crowd attended opening day Sept. 21, 2019, of the Bloomsburg Fair.

BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM AND MARC LEVY

HARRISBURG — Pennsylvania bar and restaurant 
owners said Tuesday they have been unfairly blamed 
for rising virus case numbers, challenging the Wolf  
administration to provide evidence and blasting the 
Democratic governor anew over pandemic restrictions 
they say will drive many of  them out of  business.

Wolf  cited rising infection rates in some hot spots 
when he imposed a new round of  restrictions on 
bars and restaurants two weeks ago. Occupancy was 
reduced from 50% to 25% capacity, and alcohol can 
only be served with meals.

Riki Tanaka, who owns three restaurants in lightly 
impacted McKean County, in the rural northwest, 
told a state House panel it makes no sense and “fl at 

Bars, restaurants 
challenge virus 
restrictions
Unfairness cited in lumping 
rural regions with hot spots 
like Philadelphia, Pittsburgh

BY MARC LEVY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG — Vice 
President Mike Pence will 
make another law-and-
order-themed pitch in the 
presidential battleground 
of  Pennsylvania, as former 
Vice President Joe Biden’s 
campaign delivered its own 
message of  how schools 
should be reopened during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

In an online appearance 
with Pittsburgh-area teach-
ers, Biden’s wife, Jill Biden, 

and U.S. 
Sen. Bob 
Casey, 
D-Pa., 
stressed 
the need 
to let state 
and local 
author-
ities 
decide 

when it is safe to reopen 
schools, albeit with strong 
federal guidance.

That differs from the 
lack of  guidance from 
President Donald Trump’s 

administration, coupled 
with a political approach by 
Trump that Casey summed 
up as “he’s going to bully 
school districts on when 
to reopen. It’s not his deci-
sion.”

The message comes as 
superintendents warn 
that fi ghts over whether to 
reopen schools are tearing 
apart communities. They 
also warn that superinten-
dents and school boards 
lack strong public health 
guidance from the state and 
are overwhelmed by the 

cost to protect health and 
prepare for online school.

With Pennsylvania’s 
largest school districts, 
including Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Allentown, 
headed toward an online 
opening in fall, the Biden 
campaign is stressing that 
decisions should rest on 
safety.

“Right now if  my hus-
band Joe were president, 
we would have a strategic 
plan,” Jill Biden said on 

Campaigns bring dueling 
messages to Pa. this week 

PENCE

RALPHO TOWNSHIP — A 41-year-
old Shamokin man has been charged 
with stalking and threatening to kill 
his ex-girlfriend several times in Ral-
pho Township on June 19.

Jason Carl James, of  812 Hemlock 
St., is charged by Patrolman Matthew 
Filarski with stalking, terroristic 
threats, simple assault, harassment 
and disorderly conduct.

Police reported James is accused of  
yelling obscenities at Coleen Lowry 
as she exited the Knights Inn along 
Route 487 at about 12:45 a.m. James 
also allegedly threatened to kill Low-
ry and harm Timothy Smith, who 
was with Lowry.

Police said Lowry was able to leave 
the area in a vehicle on her way to 
report the incident at Ralpho Town-

ship Police Station, but was followed 
north on Route 487 by James, whose 
vehicle came within a few feet of  
striking the rear bumper of  Lowry’s 
vehicle.

James followed Lowry to the 
police station’s parking lot and con-
fronted her again while screaming 

Police: Shamokin man stalks, 
threatens his ex-girlfriend

BY MARK GILGER
THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

RALPHO TOWNSHIP — Ralpho Town-
ship Patrolman Glen R. Wonsock was 
among three people who suffered minor 
injuries late Sunday night in a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection of  West Valley 
Avenue (Route 487) and Horvath Drive.

Trooper Dominic Picerno, of  state 
police at Stonington, who investigated 
the 10:45 p.m. accident, reported Austin 
M. Keiser, 22, of  Elysburg, was driving a 
2019 Jeep Renegade north on West Valley 
Avenue when he attempted to turn left onto 
Horvath Drive. As Keiser was attempting 
the turn, the right front section of  a 2018 

Police officer, two 
others injured in 
Ralpho Twp. accident

HARRY DEITZ/FILE PHOTO

Three people suffered minor injuries in this two-vehicle acci-
dent involving a Ralpho Township Police SUV that occurred 
Sunday night on West Valley Avenue, in Elysburg.
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