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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP — 
Southern Columbia administra-
tors are searching for ways to hire 
new bus drivers after a worker 
shortage has led to issues with 
students arriving to the school on 
time for classes.

Southern Columbia Area 
School District Superintendent 
James Becker said the school is 
creatively managing transporta-
tion challenges occurring from a 

scarcity of  certifi ed bus drivers in 
the region. The school district is 
contracted with Fullington Trail-
ways and Becker said the district 
has a good working relationship 
with the bus company.

“This year everyone seems to 
be having a hard time fi nding 
drivers,” Becker said.

He said the district is attempt-
ing to rotate which students 
experience delays by alternating 
buses. Becker said students have 
faced delays of  up to 30 minutes 

SCA combating bus driver shortage
Becker: Staffing issues have 
led to students arriving at 
school about 30 minutes late
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In this undated file photo, an entrance to Southern Columbia Area High School is shown.
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Father Martin Kobos, left, of Mother Cabrini Church stands beside longtime city firefighter and 
former councilman R. Craig Rhoades as they invite parishioner Lincoln Wynn to touch a 9/11 
monument after Sunday’s 11 a.m. Mass. The monument is composed of steel from the World 
Trade Center. The Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation recently donated the monument, 
along with one other, to the City of Shamokin and Coal Township. Rhoades has worked closely 
with the foundation and spoke before each Mass about the organization’s significance.
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Parishioners gather around a 9/11 monument after Sunday’s 11 a.m. Mass at Mother Cabrini 
Church in Shamokin. The monument is composed of steel from the World Trade Center. The 
Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation recently donated the monument, along with one 
other, to the City of Shamokin and Coal Township.
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Monday’s federal holiday dedicated to Christopher 
Columbus is highlighting the ongoing divide between 
those who view the explorer as a representative of  Ital-
ian American history and others horrifi ed by an annual 
tribute that ignores native people whose lives and culture 
were forever changed by colonialism.

Spurred by national calls for racial equity, communities 
across the U.S. took a deeper look at Columbus’ legacy in 
recent years — pairing or replacing it with Indigenous 
Peoples Day.

On Friday, President Joe Biden issued the fi rst presi-
dential proclamation of  “Indigenous Peoples’ Day,” the 
most signifi cant boost yet to efforts to refocus the federal 
holiday celebrating Columbus.

But activists, including members of  Native American 
tribes, said ending the formal holiday in Columbus’ name 
has been stymied by politicians and organizations focus-
ing on Italian American heritage.

“The opposition has tried to paint Columbus as a 
benevolent man, similar to how white supremacists have 
painted Robert E. Lee,” Les Begay, Diné Nation member 
and co-founder of  the Indigenous Peoples’ Day Coalition 
of  Illinois, said, referring to the Civil War general who led 
the Confederate Army.

Columbus’ arrival began centuries of  exploration and 
colonization by European nations, bringing violence, dis-
ease and other suffering to native people already living in 
the Western Hemisphere.

“Not honoring Indigenous peoples on this day just con-
tinues to erase our history, our contributions and the fact 
that we were the fi rst inhabitants of  this country,” Begay 
said.

Across the country tension, over the two holidays has 
been playing out since the early 1990s. Debates over mon-
uments and statues of  the Italian explorer tread similar 
ground, as in Philadelphia where the city placed a box 
over a Columbus statue last year in the wake of  the mur-
der of  George Floyd, a Black man, by a white Minneapolis 
police offi cer. Protesters opposing racial injustice and 
police brutality against people of  color rallied for months 
in summer 2020.

Philadelphia lawyer George Bochetto, who has been 
fi ghting Democratic Mayor Jim Kenney’s administration 
to uncover the statue, said Saturday many felt efforts to 
remove it were an attack on Italian-American heritage.

Kenney previously signed an executive order changing 
the city’s annual Columbus Day holiday to Indigenous 
Peoples Day. Monday will be the fi rst city holiday under 
the new name.

“We have a mayor that’s doing everything he can to 
attack the Italian American community, including cancel-
ing its parade, removing statues, changing the Columbus 
Day holiday to Indigenous Peoples Day by fi at,” Bochetto 
said.

Kenney spokesperson Kevin Lessard said the statue 
should remain boxed up “in the best interest and public 
safety of  all Philadelphians.”

In 2016, Lincoln, Nebraska, joined other cities adding 

Tensions persist 
between legacy 
of Columbus, 
native people
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