
MURRAY MOTORS

Murray Motors can provide 
you with all of the top GM 
Services that you need for 
your vehicle. We welcome 

all B & L Chevy Buick 
Customers.

Service/Parts: Mon thru Fri 7:30am to 4:30pm

Sat 8:00am to 12:00pm; Closed Sun

Mention this ad & receive 

your next service visit.

10%
OFF
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SUNBURY — It only took 
approximately 90 minutes 
Wednesday for a jury to 
convict a former state cor-
rectional offi cer of  43 crim-
inal charges relating to two 
rapes and kidnappings and 
three attempted rapes and 
kidnappings in three coun-
ties between 2012 and 2017.

John Edward Kurtz, 46, 
of  Shamokin, was found 
guilty of  multiple counts 
of  rape, kidnapping, aggra-
vated assault, involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse, 
criminal attempt to commit 
rape, criminal attempt to 
commit kidnapping, bur-
glary, sexual assault, simple 
assault, false imprison-
ment, strangulation, loiter-
ing and prowling at night 
and unlawful restraint.

The charges relate to the 
rapes and kidnappings of  
a Turbot Township woman 

and Jackson Township 
woman on July 20, 2016, and 
April 23, 2017, respectively, 
and the attempted rape and 
kidnapping of  a Shamokin 
Township woman on Nov. 
9, 2012.

In addition to the 33 
offenses committed in 
Northumberland County, 
Kurtz was convicted of  four 
charges (criminal attempt 
to commit rape, criminal 
attempt to commit kidnap-
ping, burglary and loitering 
and prowling at night) relat-
ing to the attempted rape 
and kidnapping of  a May-
berry Township (Montour 
County) woman between 
Oct. 1, 2013, and Dec. 17, 
2017, and six offenses (crim-
inal attempt to commit 
rape, criminal attempt to 
commit kidnapping, bur-
glary, loitering and prowl-
ing at night, simple assault 
and unlawful restraint 
involving the attempted 
rape and kidnapping of  a 
Franklin Township (Colum-

bia County) woman on 
June 3, 2015.

A summary of  criminal 
mischief  involving the 
Franklin Township inci-
dent will be ruled on in the 
near future by Northum-
berland County President 
Judge Charles H. Saylor, 
who presided at the trial 
that began Oct. 6.

All the charges were fi led 
by Trooper Joel Follmer 
and Cpl. Jeffrey Vilello, 
of  the Pennsylvania State 
Police.

After being “charged” 
or instructed by Saylor, 
the jury of  seven men 
and fi ve women broke for 
deliberations at 11:45 a.m. 
before reaching a verdict at 
1:15 p.m.

Kurtz, who will be sen-
tenced by Saylor within 90 
days following a pre-sen-
tence investigation, showed 
no emotion after the jury 
foreman read the verdict 

GUILTY
Kurtz convicted on all charges relating to rapes, kidnappings

MARK GILGER/STAFF PHOTO

John E. Kurtz, 46, 
of Shamokin, is 

escorted by 
Sheriff Robert 

Wolfe from 
Northumberland 

County 
Courthouse in 

Sunbury  
Wednesday after-
noon after being 

convicted by a 
jury of 43 crimi-

nal charges relat-
ing to rapes and 
kidnappings and 
attempted rapes 
and kidnappings 

in three counties.
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SUNBURY — Want to be 
sure your vote will count in 
the Nov. 3 election? Better 
make certain you’re regis-
tered to vote.

Monday, Oct. 19, is the 
last day to register before 
the November election.

“There are a lot of  new 
voters this year ... a few 
thousand just in Northum-
berland County,” said 
Nathan Savidge, chief  reg-
istrar/director of  elections 
for the county. “It’s a big 
presidential year.”

The county has about 
91,000 residents and, now, 

about 57,000 registered vot-
ers, he said.

“That means that two of  
every three residents are 
registered to vote,” Savidge 
said.

Requirements

Anyone who wants to 
register to vote in Penn-
sylvania must meet a few 
criteria.

First, eligible voters 
must be a citizen of  the 
United States for at least 
one month before the next 
election.

Second, you must be be 
a resident of  Pennsylvania 
and of  the election district 

Election 2020
Deadline to register 
to vote is MondayBY TIM ZYLA
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KULPMONT — The Mother Pauline Visintainer 
Religious Foundation, Kulpmont, was awarded $55,000 
in grant money Wednesday through a $600,000 Trump 
administration and United States Department of  Agricul-
ture (USDA) initiative to benefi t community facilities in 
rural Pennsylvania.

According to foundation board member Bob Greco, the 
money will be used to repave the parking lot and replace a 
retaining wall and sidewalk at the center, which is located 
at 1150 Chestnut St.

“The way it was explained to me, this is a matching 
grant,” Greco said. “We will be putting $45,000 toward the 
projects and we receive $55,000 from the government.”

Greco said he considers the money a godsend, as it will 

Kulpmont religious 
foundation awarded 
$55K grant from USDA
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Pictured is the St. Pauline Center in February.
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SHAMOKIN — A music festival 
and a community celebration of  life 
are among events slated for Saturday 
in Shamokin and Coal Township.

A Music in the Park Fall Festival 
featuring food, music and crafts will 
be held 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday at 
Claude Kehler Community Park in 
Shamokin. A balloon and lantern 
release for anyone who has lost a 
loved one will occur at 4 and 7 p.m., 

respectively, at the Mother Cabrini 
baseball fi eld in Springfi eld.

Music festival

The After Hours Big Band will take 
the stage at Claude Kehler Commu-
nity Park at 11 a.m., followed by Tim 
Burns at 2 p.m. and SilverHeel at 
4 p.m.

After Hours is a 17-piece swing 
orchestra featuring the classic big 
band line up of  saxophones, trom-
bones, trumpets, piano, guitar, bass 
and drums. The band covers big band 
arrangements, including Glenn Mill-
er, Benny Goodman and Les Brown, 

and the modern-era sounds of  May-
nard Ferguson and Brian Setzer.

Both After Hours and SilverHeel 
performed at the public park during 
the city’s Fourth of  July celebration. 
SilverHeel has been performing clas-
sic rock music for more than 40 years, 
according to Dave Spotts, organizer of  
the event and member of  After Hours.

“They are such great guys, and a 
really tight four-piece classic rock 
band,” Dave Spotts remarked.

Tim Burns will make his debut 
appearance at Claude Kehler Commu-

Music festival, celebration of 
life events to be held Saturday
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KULPMONT — Bor-
ough supervisors here 
approved a pair of  ordi-
nances Wednesday night 
to better monitor animals 

and noise.
The animal ordinance 

deals with farm and 
domesticated animals 
such as chickens.

Dan McGaw, who said 
he is a co-owner of  prop-
erties in the 700 block of  
Pine Street, expressed 

some concern over wheth-
er the ordinance pertains 
to residents who already 
own such animals.

Councilman Joseph 
Dowkus said no one will 
be grandfathered in.

But the ordinance was 
“not written to make peo-

ple get rid of  anything,” 
borough solicitor Edward 
Greco said.

“Unless there’s a com-
plaint, there’s no reason 
to get rid of  anything,” he 
added.
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