
Browse & Bid times will be
Friday, October 9, 5 to 7 p.m. 

Saturday Oct. 10, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Auction will be livestreamed on the church’s 
Facebook page beginning at 2pm Sunday, Oct. 11

Basket & Gift  Auction

GREAT PRIZES
TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION!

Check out Facebook Page and Event 
for Updates & Prizes: @SsPeterandPaulMC.

Homemade ethnic food will be available for takeout.
For more information, Call 570-339-0650

Don’t Miss Th is One!

SS. Peter & Paul’s Church Hall
Avenue & Beech St., Mt. Carmel

Covid-19 precautions will be observed
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SUNBURY — Testimony from 
another rape victim and infor-
mation obtained by state police 
through the internet via a Google 
search warrant that led them to 
identify John Edward Kurtz as a 
prime suspect in multiple rapes 
and kidnappings in three coun-
ties highlighted the third day of  
the defendant’s rape trial at Nor-

thumberland County Courthouse.
A Jackson Township wom-

an testifi ed Thursday that she 
was sleeping at approximately 
2:30 a.m. April 23, 2017, in her 
bed when she was awoken by an 
unknown actor straddling her 
back. The victim said the male 
pulled her arms behind her back 
and zip tied them together before 
placing a blindfold over her eyes 
and gagging her mouth with a 
cloth and duct tape.

The woman said the male then 

led her downstairs, where he 
laid her on a prepared bed sheet, 
wrapped and bound her in the 
sheet and carried her through the 
rear door to his nearby vehicle.

The victim said the man then 
transported her to an unknown 
location, where he removed her 
from his vehicle, carried her 
inside another structure and 
raped her on the second fl oor 
while placing a noose-style loop 
over her head.

The Jackson Township woman 

said the male, who she couldn’t 
identify, drove the victim back to 
her residence and ordered her to 
get into the bath tub on the fi rst 
fl oor before removing the zip ties 
and blindfold and telling her not 
to turn around.

The victim said her attacker 
then fl ed the scene. After staying 
in the tub for about fi ve minutes, 
the rape victim said she ran 
upstairs and called her mother on 
a cellphone.

The victim’s mother, who also 

testifi ed, then called 9-1-1 at about 
5:30 a.m.

The victim’s mother, who cried 
profusely during her testimony, 
said she immediately went over 
to her daughter’s home to comfort 
her and talked with state police 
upon their arrival. She said her 
daughter stated, “I can’t believe 
this happened to me.”

Trooper Joel Follmer and 
Cpl. Jeffrey Vilello, who are the 

Rape victim testifies; computer forensics, 
extensive police work led police to Kurtz

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

TREVORTON — Zerbe 
Township Police Chief  
Mike Kreisher announced 
that his department has 
tightened enforcement of  
the state’s Vehicle Code 
regarding all-terrain vehi-
cles (ATVs).

“I’m going to ask all offi -
cers to start strictly enforc-
ing this state law so we 

are all on the same page,” 
Kreisher stated earlier this 
week. “Any ATV found driv-
ing on the roadway or down 
the middle of  the roadway 
can be cited and the ATV 
will be confi scated and 
impounded.”

Under the Vehicle Code, 
the operation of  an ATV 
on any street or highway 
not designated as an ATV 
road by the governmental 

BY TIM ZYLA
THE NEWS-ITEM

tim_z@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — The Shamokin Halloween Parade, 
which for this year was scheduled to be held virtually 
in Coal Township, has been canceled due to a lack 
of  interest and increasing COVID-19 cases locally, 
according to organizer Marty Sinopoli.

“I think that as our area seems to be getting hit 
harder with COVID-19 cases as of  late, people are just 

Shamokin, Mount 
Carmel Halloween 
parades canceled

Zerbe Twp. police 
chief: ATV laws to 
be ‘strictly enforced’

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF 
PHOTOS

Dory Spotts on 
Thursday paints 
a prop depicting 
children’s hands 
that will be used 
in a “creepy 
doll” room at the 
E l y s b u r g 
Haunted House 
on the grounds 
of the Valley 
Gun and 
Country Club. 
The attraction 
opens for the 
season tonight 
at 7 p.m.

Prepping for scares

LEFT: A “carnevil” room inside the Elysburg 
Haunted House on the grounds of the Valley 
Gun and Country Club is shown Thursday. 
RIGHT: A ‘“prop” along a trail at the Elysburg 
Haunted House on the grounds of the Valley 
Gun and Country Club is shown Thursday.

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

HARRISBURG – Fire departments 
and EMS across the commonwealth 
are set to receive $50 million in grants 
to offset expenses related to COVID-19.

Forty-two Northumberland Coun-
ty companies will receive between 
$5,856 and $25,342 for operational and 
equipment expenses, such as utilities, 
insurance, apparatus repairs, per-
sonal protective equipment and those 
related to cleaning, sanitizing and dis-
infecting of  equipment to prevent the 
spread of  communicable illnesses.

Set to receive funds include Forest 
Hills Fire Co., in Coal Township, 

($23,973), Atlas Fire Co. ($24,657), 
Herndon Fire Co. ($22,740) and 
Shamokin Emergency Squad 
($25,342).

“Our fi re, rescue and EMS are the 
fi rst responders often on the front-
lines of  the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Wolf  said in a news release. “All these 
professionals – some working as vol-
unteers – give selfl essly to support 
neighbors and communities. These 
CARES Act grants can assist in 
supporting them and their ongoing 
efforts to keep their neighbors and 
communities protected and safe.”

Program funds must be utilized for 
eligible expenses initiated between 
March 6 and Dec. 30 to be considered 
as eligible for the grant program. 

Grant recipients will receive further 
communication from Offi ce of  the 
State Fire Commissioner (OSFC) in 
the coming weeks.

“Since the beginning of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our offi ce 
has remained open to provide the 
necessary resources that our fi re 
service and EMS personnel need 
to fulfi ll a critical public safety role 
throughout the Commonwealth,” 
said Fire Commissioner Bruce Trego. 
“Departments have been exceptional-
ly patient during this process, as our 
offi ce has worked through changing 
federal guidance dictating how these 
dollars can be spent.”

$50M in grants awarded to fire, EMS companies

Kurtz, Page A6

Parades, Page A6

ATV, Page A6

Grants, Page A6


