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MOUNT CARMEL — 
Three people were left 
homeless when a fi re gutted 
their house early Sunday 
morning in the fi rst block 
of  South Walnut Street.

Mount Carmel Fire Chief  
John Janolek Sr. said the 
12:49 a.m. blaze destroyed 
the home of  Karen and 
Bob Hollenbach and their 
grandson, Danny Mervine, 
of  12 S. Walnut St.

Janolek said Mervine, 
who was the only one 
home when the fi re start-
ed, escaped injury. He said 
the Hollenbachs were 
camping.

The fi re chief  said the 
origin and cause of  the 
blaze remain under inves-
tigation. He said a state 
police fi re marshal will 
inspect the property Tues-
day morning to hopefully 

determine a cause and ori-
gin.

Janolek said the fi re 
appears to be accidental at 
this point of  the investiga-
tion.

He said the Hollenbachs 
are insured.

Janolek said a home at 14 
S. Walnut St. inhabited by 
Deb Dinklocker sustained a 
small hole in the roof  area 
as a result of  the fi re.

He said storm windows 
cracked on the second fl oor 
of  a house at 10 S. Walnut 
St. from the heat of  the 
blaze.

Brian Johnson, of  18 S. 
Walnut St., said, “Flames 
were shooting out the sec-
ond-story windows. The 
home was fully engulfed.”

Janolek said the two-
alarm fi re was brought 
under control in about 
two hours. Firefi ghters 
remained at the scene until 
4:45 a.m.

Responding to the blaze 

were Mount Carmel Patrol-
men Evan Freiler and 
Tyler Herbster, fi refi ghters 
from Mount Carmel, Atlas, 
Kulpmont, Shamokin, 
Coal Township, Ashland 
and Mahanoy City. Fire 
units from Girardville and 
Lavelle were placed on 
standby.

Janolek directed fi refi ght-
ing efforts at the scene with 
First Assistant Fire Chief  
Jack Williams Jr. and Sec-
ond Assistant Fire Chief  
Jim Reed.

“It was a great effort 
by all the fi refi ghters to 
contain fi re damage to one 
property,” said Janolek. 
“The fi refi ghters got their 
assignments and went right 
at the fi re. It could have 
been a lot worse.”

He expressed his appre-
ciation to all the borough 
fi refi ghters and mutual aid 
units for responding quick-
ly to the early-morning 
blaze.

Three left homeless in Mount Carmel blaze
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This home at 12 S. Walnut St., Mount Carmel, was destroyed by fire early 
Sunday morning.
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MOUNT CARMEL — U.S. Army veteran Walter A. 
Ostroski celebrated his 100th birthday in style Sunday 
with a proclamation from the borough mayor, a fi re 
truck parade, an ice cream cake from Mount Carmel 
VFW Post 2110 and a special party hosted by family 
members and friends.

In addition to receiving congratulations and well 
wishes from numerous people on his milestone, Ostros-
ki was honored for his military service to his country 
and love for his family.

The centenarian, who resides at 208 W. Fourth St., 
was surprised by the festivities organized by his cousin, 
Melissa Fernandez, of  Marion Heights, and her hus-
band, Dominick Fernandez, who serves as president of  
Marion Heights Fire Co.

Ostroski, who was very appreciative of  the attention 
he received on his special day, shared some stories from 
his long life that included guarding the famous Eagles 
Nest in Berchtesgaden, Germany, a mountain resort for 

100-year-old Mount Carmel man 
celebrates milestone in style
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Walter Ostroski, shown sitting on his front porch at 208 W. Fourth St., Mount Carmel, celebrated 
his 100th birthday Sunday. Family members and friends surrounding him include, from left, 
clockwise, cousins Dominick Fernandez and Kathy Witten, caretaker Jolene Davis, and cousins 
Stanley York and Melissa Fernandez.
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Fire trucks pass the home of Walter A. Ostroski 
in the 200 block of West Fourth Street in Mount 
Carmel on Sunday afternoon in honor of his 
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ELYSBURG — A 12-year-
old boy was injured in a 
three-vehicle, chain-re-
action accident Saturday 
afternoon near the intersec-
tion of  Routes 54 and 487.

Ralpho Township Patrol-
man David Tomtishen 

reported a line of  traffi c 
was stopped on westbound 
Route 54 near the entrance 
to M&T Bank at 1:32 p.m. 
when Kim Craley, of  Dover, 
who was traveling west, 
attempted to stop her 2020 
Buick Encore GX, but 
reportedly missed the 
brake. Craley’s vehicle 

12-year-old 
boy injured in 
chain-reaction 
Elysburg crash
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Ralpho Township police reported a 12-year-old 
boy was injured in this three-vehicle, chain-reac-
tion accident Saturday afternoon near the inter-
section of Routes 54 and 487 in Elysburg.
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MADISON, Wis. — With 
more than 40 million doses 
of  coronavirus vaccines 
available, U.S. health 
authorities said they’re 
confi dent there will be 
enough for both qualifi ed 
older Americans seeking 
booster shots and the young 
children for whom initial 
vaccines are expected to be 
approved in the not-too-dis-

tant future.
The spike in demand 

— expected following 
last week’s federal rec-
ommendation on booster 
shots — would be the fi rst 
signifi cant jump in months. 
More than 70 million Amer-
icans remain unvaccinated 
despite the enticement of  
lottery prizes, free food 
or gifts and pleas from 
exhausted health care 
workers as the average 

US has enough 
COVID vaccines for 
boosters, kids’ shots
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