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SHAMOKIN — To a caring group 
of  volunteers, it didn’t matter that 
the air temperature early Saturday 
morning hovered at or below 20 
degrees. They were determined to 
give of  their time and love in hand-
ing out food boxes to a large group 
of  needy people.

Nearly an hour before a local food 
distribution event — organized by 
Advancing the Kingdom (ATK), a 
local vehicle repair business, and 
coordinated with Blessings of  Hope 
Ministries — was set to begin, a long 
line of  vehicles already stretched far 
around the block from West Spruce 
Street back onto Sixth Street. Inside 
each vehicle sat individuals and 
families, either in need of  food 
themselves or delivering items to 
others in need.

Christian business outreach

For ATK owners Alex and Paige 
Bassett, providing a Christian out-
reach through their business target-
ed at meeting a need in their local 
community is something they sim-
ply couldn’t overlook. ATK, which 
opened its doors to the community 
back on Oct. 3, has already had a 
profound impact upon countless 
lives.

“Earlier this winter, we recog-
nized a need right here in our own 
community for food and knew it was 
something we could help provide,” 
Alex pointed out. “Food is a basic 
necessity we felt we could offer 
them. Our family is friends with the 
leaders of  Blessings of  Hope and we 
were looking to do an outreach in 
the community.”

“For our fi rst event, we were able 
to receive federal funding through 
a U.S. Dept. of  Agriculture (USDA) 
grant. However, the government 
recently pulled that grant prior to 
this event so we needed to raise the 

money on our own,” he added. “Sev-
eral local area businesses including 
Breakers Cigars, M&T Bank and 
Riteway Sealing contributed greatly 
toward the cause and we ended up 
raising over $1,700.”

Bassett and his wife, who are 
originally from Sunbury and 
Selinsgrove, respectively, moved to 
Shamokin two years ago.

“When you follow after God, you 
don’t always know exactly where 
He’s going to take you all the time,” 
he said. “Even with the distribution, 
our original plan last month was 
to have them walk right up and get 
their boxes here but we couldn’t 
with all the snow on the ground. 
God had a different plan in mind for 
us.”

Paige agreed with her husband.
“During our last distribution, we 

saw a huge sense of  community as a 
number of  people were bringing out 
boxes for their family, friends, neigh-
bors and others they don’t even 

know personally who are in need,” 
she said. “God calls us to take care 
of  others in need and for us to help 
out even random strangers is such a 
blessing.”

Paige said that while you may not 
be able to get to know those in need 
personally, you can always show 
them God’s love.

“In our 5 1/2 years of  marriage, 
my husband and I have had our 
moments of  need like everyone else, 
but the Lord has always provided for 
us and we want to do the same for 
others.”

Volunteers eager to help

Friends of  the Bassett’s, Gwen 
and Kendal Weaver, of  Elysburg, 
along with their two young daugh-
ters Sharita and Tanya, volunteered 
to help with the event.

“We’re really excited about doing 
this. Last time we ran out of  boxes 
so we’ll see what happens today,” 

WARM HEARTS, HELPING HANDS
Caring group give of their time to 
hand out food boxes to the needy
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Jack Leiby, of Shamokin, receives the first box of food Saturday morning in front of the Advancing 
the Kingdom shop on Spruce Street from volunteers Mary King, left, and Paige Bassett. Leiby, 
who did not arrive in a vehicle, braved the sub-freezing temperatures to receive a food box on his 
motorized wheelchair.

A long line of vehicles on Spruce Street awaits the distribution 
of food boxes from Advancing the Kingdom, a Shamokin-based 
automotive service company, and Blessings of Hope Ministries. 
Volunteers handed out a total of 432 boxes of food Saturday 
morning to those in need.
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COAL TOWNSHIP — A 
convicted felon from Coal 
Township was taken into 
custody Friday afternoon 
on a warrant and charged 
with illegally owning a 
12-gauge shotgun found at 
his residence Feb. 4.

Craig Smallwood, 30, 
of  1228 Pulaski Ave., was 
arraigned Saturday morn-
ing via video by on-call 
Magisterial District Judge 
John Gembic III for possess-
ing a fi rearm while being 
a convicted felon. He was 
initially committed to Nor-
thumberland County Jail in 
lieu of  $15,000 cash bail, but 
later posted bail and was 
released.

The charge was fi led by 

Coal Township Detective 
Matthew Hashuga.

Smallwood was taken 
into custody by police 
from Coal Township, 
Shamokin and Kulpmont, 
and a state parole agent at 
about 3:30 p.m. near a set 
of  railroad tracks in the 
Big Mountain area of  Coal 
Township.

Hashuga previously stat-
ed in a news release that 
Smallwood was observed 
outside his residence hold-
ing a rifl e or shotgun at 
about 8 a.m. Feb. 4. Offi cers 
later recovered a shotgun 
from a table on an outside 
patio.

According to court 
records, Smallwood was 
found guilty of  a felony bur-
glary charge out of  Warren 
County, Virginia, on June 
17, 2019.

Convicted 
felon taken 
into custody
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The U.S. stood Sunday at the brink of  a once-unthink-
able tally: 500,000 people lost to the coronavirus.

A year into the pandemic, the running total of  lives lost 
was about 498,000 — roughly the population of  Kansas 
City, Missouri, and just shy of  the size of  Atlanta. The 
fi gure compiled by Johns Hopkins University surpasses 
the number of  people who died in 2019 of  chronic lower 
respiratory diseases, stroke, Alzheimer’s, fl u and pneumo-
nia combined.

“It’s nothing like we have ever been through in the last 
102 years, since the 1918 infl uenza pandemic,” the nation’s 
top infectious disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, said on 
CNN’s “State of  the Union.”

The U.S. virus death toll reached 400,000 on Jan. 19 in 
the waning hours in offi ce for President Donald Trump, 
whose handling of  the crisis was judged by public health 
experts to be a singular failure.

The fi rst known deaths from the virus in the U.S. hap-
pened in early February 2020, both of  them in Santa Clara 
County, California. It took four months to reach the fi rst 
100,000 dead. The toll hit 200,000 deaths in September and 
300,000 in December. Then it took just over a month to 
go from 300,000 to 400,000 and about two months to climb 
from 400,000 to the brink of  500,000.

Coronavirus 
death toll in US 
approaches 
500K milestone
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President Joe Biden, right, and Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer, left, tour a Pfizer manufactur-
ing site Friday in Portage, Michigan.
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