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BY STEVE PEOPLES

AP NATIONAL POLITICAL WRITER

NEW YORK — Facing intense 
scrutiny from President Donald 
Trump and his Republican allies, 
Hunter Biden said Sunday he 
will step down from the board 
of  directors of  a Chinese-backed 
private equity fi rm at the end 
of  the month as part of  a pledge 
not to work on behalf  of  any for-
eign-owned companies should his 
father win the presidency.

Biden, the 49-year-old son of  
Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden, revealed his plan 
in an internet post written by his 
attorney, George Mesires, who 

outlined a defense of  the younger 
Biden’s work in Ukraine and 
China, which has emerged as one 
of  Trump’s chief  lines of  attack 
against Hunter’s father despite no 
proof  of  impropriety.

“Hunter makes the following 
commitment: Under a Biden 
Administration, Hunter will 
readily comply with any and all 
guidelines or standards a Presi-
dent Biden may issue to address 
purported confl icts of  interest, or 
the appearance of  such confl icts, 
including any restrictions related 
to overseas business interests. 

Hunter Biden to leave Chinese board
Democratic hopeful’s son steps down from position amid Republican questions
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In this Jan. 30, 2010, file 
photo, Vice President Joe 
Biden, left, with his son 
Hunter, right, at the Duke 
Georgetown NCAA college 
basketball game in 
Washington. Since the early 
days of the United States, 
leading politicians have had 
to contend with awkward 
problems posed by their 
family members. Joe Biden 
is the latest prominent politi-
cian to navigate this tricky 
terrain.
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KULPMONT — Kulpmont resident Jill Smith accused borough 
councilman Walter Lutz of  stealing a star from the former JH & 
CK Eagle Mill in Kulpmont during the public comment portion of  
Wednesday’s regularly scheduled meeting.

Lutz noted that he and others saw the star in a window at the mill 
prior to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency conducting exten-
sive work at the location.

“We were informed by the EPA that once they started work, nobody 
would be allowed in,” said Lutz.

Lutz said at that point, he and a member of  EPA “security” went 
into the mill in an effort to salvage the item.

“I took the item and secured it in a building I have in Kulpmont,” 
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MOUNT CARMEL — Oct. 13 
celebrates the birthday of  the 
United States Navy, but on Sun-
day all branches of  the armed 
forces were celebrated during 
a presentation of  a new mural 
inside Mount Carmel VFW Post 
2110.

The work of  local artists Mark 

Sassani and Logan McCracken, 
the mural is prominent upon 
entry to the VFW, marking a 
vibrant contrast to the surround-
ing grey walls.

“They asked me to show all 
branches of  the military,” said 
Sassani. “Those were the only 
specifi cations they gave me, so I 
tried to cover everything I could.”

The mural contains scenes 
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SHAMOKIN — Excited 
children, their parents, local 
businesses and offi cials made 
downtown Shamokin their 
spooky destination of  choice 
for Sunday’s second annual 
“Trunk or Treat” event.

Independence Street in 
Shamokin saw hundreds of  fun 
costumes on display.  Ghouls, 
ghosts, witches, bears, spider-
man and even Conan O’Brien 
were represented as candy and 
other goodies were shared 

Having a treat
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Jayden Leon, 3, reaches for candy sitting on a truck bed 
while dressed as a SWAT officer during the Shamokin 
trunk or treat event Sunday.
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Bobby Erb, 15, shows off a ball python, named Shoelace, to curious children during the 
Shamokin trunk or treat event Sunday.

Mural at Mt. Carmel 
VFW honors all 
branches of military
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Members of the Mount Carmel Area Joint Veterans Committee 
joined artists in presenting a new mural for the Mount 
Carmel VFW building Sunday.

Woman accuses 
Kulpmont 
councilman of 
stealing mill star

BY JEFF MCMILLAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHILADELPHIA — 
National Coming Out 
Day festivities were 
tempered this year by 
anxiety that some LGBT 
folk may have to go 
back into the closet so 
they can make a living, 
depending on what the 
Supreme Court decides 
about workplace dis-

crimination law.
But the mere fact that 

words like “transgen-
der” are being uttered 
before the nation’s high-
est court gives some 
supporters of  LGBT 
workplace rights hope 
that the pendulum will 
swing in their favor.

“I want all members 
of  our community to 
feel supported by the 
government, and often 

for a lot of  us and a lot 
of  friends of  mine, it’s 
the fi rst time that they 
feel represented,” said 
Jessica Goldberg, a 
bisexual senior at the 
University of  Colorado 
Denver.

Still, for many, the 
arguments showed the 
continuing relevance of  
National Coming Out 
Day, fi rst observed in 
1988 and marked every 

Oct. 11, though obser-
vances happen over sev-
eral days. That includes 
Philadelphia’s annual 
OutFest, held Sunday 
this year and billed as 
the largest National 
Coming Out Day event.

Coming Out Day and, 
by extension, events like 
OutFest aim to show 
that coming out of  the 

Court case casts pall on LGBT fests
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