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COAL TOWNSHIP — 
First-year Shamokin Area 
Superintendent Chris 
Venna has taken a three-
week leave of  absence.

Venna didn’t return 

calls Thursday 
seeking comment 
about the leave, but 
Shamokin Area 
School Board Presi-
dent Brian Persing 
and board member 
Charles Shuey 
confi rmed that the 
leave of  absence for 

personal reasons began last 
week and will continue until 
April 19.

Shuey said former superin-
tendent and current transition 
administrator James Zack 
is fulfi lling Venna’s duties 
during his absence. Shuey 
said if  Venna needs additional 
time off, the school board will 

appoint Zack as acting super-
intendent.

Persing and Shuey both 
stressed that Venna is using 
sick or personal time during 
the leave of  absence that didn’t 
require school board action.

Venna served as principal of  
Shamokin Area High School 
for 14 years before being unan-

imously hired by the school 
board as superintendent on 
Sept. 26, 2017.

He was given a fi ve-year 
contract at an annual salary of  
$127,500 that can be adjusted 
by the board. Venna began his 
duties as superintendent on 
July 1, 2018, following Zack’s 
retirement.

Venna takes leave of absence
Zack may be appointed acting superintendent if more time off needed
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The Shamokin Area High School Marching Band performs at Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney 
World on Thursday. The orchestra performed Wednesday at Disney Springs. Students and staff 
will return from the Sunshine State on Monday.

MAGIC KINGDOM MARCH
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SHAMOKIN — A 
preliminary hearing for 
Northumberland County 
Correctional Offi cer Holly 
Olvany has been continued 
for the third time and is 
now scheduled to be held at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 30, 
before Magisterial District 
Judge John Gembic III.

A hearing was initially 

scheduled for Feb. 12 before 
being moved to April 9. 
Tuesday’s hearing was then 
continued until April 16 
before being rescheduled 
for April 30.

Two of  the continuances 
were requested by Olvany’s 
attorney, Michael Rudinski, 
of  Williamsport. The other 
continuance was requested 
by Northumberland County 
Detective Degg Stark, who 

Olvany’s 
hearing 
continued 
for 3rd time
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SUNBURY — A Sunbury man who was charged 
last month by state police with multiple felony counts 
including aggravated indecent assault of  a 6-year-old 
is now facing federal charges.

According to an indictment fi led Thursday in Unit-
ed States District Court, Christopher Suarez, 32, has 
been charged with production of  child pornography 

Feds charge 
Sunbury man 
for allegedly 
distributing 
child pornBY STEPHANIE BETTICK
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Modifi cations on the 
Central Susquehanna Val-
ley Thruway (CSVT), par-
ticularly those to avoid fl y 
ash basins near Shamokin 
Dam, have extended the 
project completion date by 
two years and has added 
nearly $200 million more to 
the overall cost, according 
to PennDOT offi cials.

The thruway remains 
the largest of  PennDOT’s 
projects in District 3, which 

consists of  nine counties 
including Northumberland 
with an projected overall 
cost of  $865 million. Accord-
ing to District Executive 
Sandra Tosca, part of  the 

increase is due to infl a-
tion and pavement design 
increases in the northern 
region.

The largest portion of  
the $200 million increase 
are the unexpected chang-
es made to move the road 
around the fl y ash basin, 
said Tosca. When basins 
had closed in the late-1980s 
and late-1990s, it was antici-
pated they would drain and 
harden, but a lack of  drain-
age left behind a “mate-
rial with the consistency 
of  a milkshake,” Tosca 
explained.

Alternatives were consid-
ered, including removing 
the fl y ash, but the only fea-
sible choice was to reroute 
the highway around the 
basins, she said. In January, 
PennDOT obtained envi-
ronmental clearance for the 
approximately 2-miles of  
modifi ed alternatives and 
are currently proceeding 
with the fi nal design.

“We anticipate the fi rst 
contract in 2022 and right 
now are anticipating a com-
pletion date for the fl y ash 

PennDOT employees give 
update on county projects
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A storm system known as a 
“bomb cyclone” slowly churned 
through the U.S. interior Thurs-
day for the second time in a 
month, unleashing a blizzard in 
parts of  the Midwest while cre-
ating hazardous fi re conditions 
farther south.

As much as 18 inches of  snow 
has fallen in parts of  South 

Dakota, where Gov. Kristi Noem 
has closed state offi ces in much 
of  the state for a second day as 
heavy snow and strong winds 
make travel conditions danger-
ous.

Whiteout conditions were 
reported in northwest Kansas 
and western Nebraska, where 
the Department of  Transpor-
tation closed several highways 
Thursday morning. Schools in 

Minneapolis and St. Paul were 
among hundreds that closed 
in Minnesota, where as much 
as 2 feet of  snow is expected by 
Friday.

The Minnesota State Patrol 
said it has responded to more 200 
crashes statewide since Wednes-
day.

The storm knocked out power 

Spring ‘Bomb cyclone’ makes 
travel dangerous in Midwest
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A truck travels east on Interstate 80 during a blizzard in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, Thursday.
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