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BY MARK GILGER

THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — Five fi re-
arms, including two that were 
stolen, marijuana, fentanyl 
and drug paraphernalia were 
confi scated by police and adult 
probation offi cers Friday after-
noon at a home in the Raspber-
ry Hill Housing Complex.

Patrolman Raymond Siko II 
reported charges are pending 
against Jahmir Dwight Smith, 
24, of  32 Raspberry Hill, and 
his 22-year-old brother, Zafi er 
Nahemiah Smith, of  4109 E. 
Roosevelt Blvd., Philadelphia, 
in connection with the dis-
covery of  a .22-caliber loaded 
handgun, .22-caliber loaded 

snub-nose revolver, .380-caliber 
loaded semi-automatic contain-
ing two magazines, .357-caliber 
loaded Magnum revolver, an 
SKS-AK 47 containing a round 
of  ammunition in the maga-
zine, an assortment of  bullets, 
shell casings, a multi-colored 
pipe with marijuana residue, 
a digital scale and white cap-
sules containing white powder 
that tested positive for fentanyl 
at Jahmir Smith’s residence.

The Smith brothers were 
taken into custody by police 
and probation offi cers without 
incident at about 2:30 p.m. Fri-
day. They were transported by 
Siko and probation offi cer Matt 
Narcavage to Northumberland 
County Jail, where they are 
being detained on probation 

violations.
Siko said Jahmir and Zafi er 

Smith will be charged with a 
felony of  receiving stolen prop-
erty and misdemeanors of  pos-
sessing fentanyl, possessing 
a small amount of  marijuana 
and possessing drug parapher-
nalia. Zafi er Smith also faces a 
felony of  possessing a fi rearm 
while being a felon.

The Smith brothers are 
scheduled to be arraigned 
today.

Siko said police were called 
at 2:17 p.m. Friday to assist 
adult probation offi cers who 
were completing a home 
visit on Jahmir Smith, who 
had been transferred into 

Police, probation officers uncover stolen 
firearms, drugs from Raspberry Hill unit
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These firearms 
and drugs were 
confiscated by 
police and pro-
bation officers 

Friday after-
noon.Two men 

are expected to 
be arraigned 

today on drug 
and weapons 

charges.
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BY C. J. GREGO

THE NEWS-ITEM

chris_g@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — A gritty, 
determined crew of  30 
volunteers braved inclem-
ent weather conditions 
on a rain-soaked Sunday 
afternoon to help clean up 
the Fifth Ward. Despite the 
foul weather, the cleanup 
was a huge success, vol-
unteers said, as two large 
truckloads of  trash were 
collected and removed.

The cleanup effort, 
which was organized by 
Cameron Murray and 
her husband, Dave Long, 
began shortly after 1 p.m. 
at the Shamokin Street 
Playground. Volunteers 
gathered around Mur-
ray to hear her instruc-

tions and receive their 
marching orders prior to 
embarking on their desig-
nated routes.

“I want to personal-
ly thank everyone for 

showing up here today,” 
said Murray. “I know the 
weather is less than ideal, 
but we appreciate your 
willingness to help.”

Murray then formed 

several teams of  three 
to fi ve volunteers each, 
before handing out maps 
of  the cleanup routes. In 

LOADS OF TRASH
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Volunteer Amanda Grogan picks up trash near the curb along South Pearl Street in Shamokin’s 
Fifth Ward on Sunday afternoon.

Crowd 
cleans up 
Fifth Ward
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Fifth Ward cleanup project coordinator Cameron Murray addresses a 
large group of over 30 volunteers Sunday afternoon at the Shamokin 
Street Playground prior to the start of the cleanup event in Shamokin.

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KABUL, Afghanistan — 
While President Donald 
Trump insists he’s bringing 
home Americans from 
“endless wars” in the Mid-
east, his Pentagon chief  
says all U.S. troops leaving 
Syria will go to western 
Iraq and the American 
military will continue oper-
ations against the Islamic 
State group.

They aren’t coming home 
and the United States isn’t 
leaving the turbulent Mid-
dle East, according to cur-
rent plans outlined by U.S. 
Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper before he arrived in 
Afghanistan on Sunday. 
The fi ght in Syria against 
IS, once spearheaded by 
American allied Syrian 
Kurds who have been cast 
aside by Trump, will be 
undertaken by U.S. forces, 
possibly from neighboring 
Iraq.

Esper did not rule out the 

idea that U.S. forces would 
conduct counterterrorism 
missions from Iraq into 
Syria. But he told reporters 
traveling with him that 
those details will be worked 
out over time.

Trump nonetheless 
tweeted: “USA soldiers are 
not in combat or ceasefi re 
zones. We have secured 
the Oil. Bringing soldiers 
home!”

The president declared 
this past week that Wash-
ington had no stake in 
defending the Kurdish 
fi ghters who died by the 
thousands as America’s 
partners fi ghting in Syria 
against IS extremists. Tur-
key conducted a weeklong 
offensive into northeastern 
Syria against the Kurdish 

Pentagon: Trump 
wrong; US troops 
not coming home
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An American soldier mounts a U.S. flag on a vehi-
cle near the town of Tel Tamr, north Syria, on 
Sunday. Kurdish-led fighters and Turkish-backed 
forces clashed sporadically Sunday in northeast-
ern Syria amid efforts to work out a Kurdish evac-
uation from a besieged border town, the first 
pull-back under the terms of a U.S.-brokered 
cease-fire.

From Syria, 
then to Iraq
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