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SUNBURY — Norman 
Gundrum Jr. appeared to 
choke back tears when 
Judge Paige Rosini resen-
tenced him Thursday to 
time served, making him 

immediately eligible for 
parole. Gundrum, as a 
teen, had been convicted of  
homicide in the 1993 stab-
bing death of  Bobby Coup 
in Milton.

There was plenty of  
emotion in Northumber-
land County’s Courtroom 

2 following the decision of  
Rosini, which came in the 
wake of  hours of  testimony 
and cross examination the 
day prior.

Gundrum had been 
behind bars since convicted 
in 1995. The 6-foot, 7-inch 
man walked into the court-

room hunched over, and 
with a bit of  a limp.

Gundrum was 16 when 
he fatally stabbed Coup in 
1993. Following conviction, 
he was sentenced to life 
without parole.

Gundrum resentenced, gets time served
CHRIS BRADY/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Norman Gundrum Jr. 
enters the 

Northumberland 
County Courthouse 

ahead of his resentenc-
ing Thursday.

Convicted murderer eligible for parole

Covered Bridge Festival
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ELYSBURG — Overcast 
skies, intermittent rain show-
ers and a 30-degree drop in 
temperatures overnight from 
Wednesday into Thursday 
did not deter a crowd of  thou-
sands from attending opening 
day of  this year’s 38th annual 
Covered Bridge & Arts Festi-
val at Knoebels Amusement 
Resort. The event, which is 
organized through the Colum-
bia-Montour Visitors Bureau, 
is typically one of  the biggest 
draws in the area, and this 
year appears to be no excep-
tion.

Wearing rain ponchos and 
carrying their umbrellas, 

visitors to the park from near 
and far walked amid a sea of  
unique food and craft vendor 
tents, making their purchases 
and socializing with others.

Donna Sharrow, event coor-
dinator for the Columbia-Mon-
tour Visitor’s Bureau, who 
also serves as the chair of  the 
Covered Bridge Festival Com-
mittee, spoke optimistically of  
this year’s festival.

“I’ve been coordinating 
this festival for the past 12 
years,” said Sharrow. “The 
event continues to expand 
each year and has grown 
tremendously throughout the 
past four decades. One thing 
we try to emphasize is a lot of  
variety with our food and craft 

Covered Bridge Festival opens
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A large crowd gathered at Knoebels Amusement Resort on a rainy Thursday afternoon for 
opening day of the 38th annual Covered Bridge & Arts Festival in Elysburg.

Standing under her umbrella next to 
pumpkins in the rain, Sherry Ulrich, of 
Exeter Township, waits for a friend on 
opening day of the Covered Bridge 
Festival at Knoebels on Thursday after-
noon.
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SHAMOKIN — “We’re 
not just asking ‘What are 
the problems,’ we are iden-
tifying how to fi x them,” 
SEDA-COG Revitalization 
Coordinator Betsy Kramer 
said in an interview with 
The News-Item Thursday.

SEDA-Council Of  Gov-
ernments, which opened an 
offi ce at 525 N. Market St. on 
Sept. 1, is a public develop-
ment organization serving 
11 central Pennsylvania 

counties.
The operation, based 

out of  Lewisburg, is over-
seen by a board of  elected 
offi cials, business people 
and area residents and is 
staffed by professionals 
with expertise in such fi elds 
as transportation, interna-
tional sales, information 
technology and fi nancial 
packaging.

“SEDA-COG is huge,” 
said Kramer. “It has experts 
in weatherization, business 
fi nance, government pro-
curement, community rela-
tions” and more areas.

So how did a branch 
offi ce of  the organization 
dedicated to community 
revitalization efforts wind 
up in downtown Shamokin?

Kramer noted that last 
fall, SEDA-COG was doing 
its normal business vis-
its when, informally, she 
was introduced to Kathy 
Vetovich and the Shamokin 
Area Businesses for 
Economic Revitalization 
(SABER) organization.

“We (SEDA-COG) just 
sat back and listened and 
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MOUNT CARMEL — A 25-year-old man from the 
Mount Carmel Township village of  Merriam is facing 
aggravated assault and drug offenses relating to two sepa-
rate incidents in the borough.

Robert John Hertzog Jr., of  147 Merriam St., is in Nor-
thumberland County Jail in lieu of  $100,000 cash bail on 
all charges after being arraigned Thursday by Magisterial 
District Judge William Cole.

He was charged with felonies of  possessing with intent 
to deliver methamphetamine and aggravated assault of  a 
police offi cer; misdemeanors of  possessing methamphet-
amine, possessing drug paraphernalia, simple assault, 
institutional vandalism, resisting arrest and disorderly 
conduct; and summaries of  criminal trespass and disorder-
ly conduct.

‘This is a partnership’: SEDA-COG office opens in city
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Betsy Kramer, revital-
ization coordinator for 
SEDA-COG, stands in 
the multi-county devel-
opment agency’s office 
along Market Street in 
Shamokin on Thursday.

BY ROB NAYLOR

THE NEWS-ITEM

rob_n@newsitem.com

COAL TOWNSHIP — Coal Township commission-
ers approved the transfer of  Richard “Bo” Scandle 
from the recycling center to the code enforcement 
offi ce as a part-time assistant code offi cer at the Coal 
Township Board of  Commissioners meeting Thurs-
day.

Township manager Rob Slaby read a statement 
from the commissioners that was critical of  The News-
Item after the newspaper reported that both the town-
ship’s solicitor, Vincent V. Rovito Jr., and Pennsylvania 
NewsMedia Association Media Law Council Melissa 
Melewsky said a vote should have been taken to approve 
Scandle’s hiring.

“I want it understood that I take the position (a vote) 
was not required and I’ll state why now,” Slaby said. 
“One, the transfer was lateral between departments 
and two, there was no expenditure of  taxpayer dol-

Merriam man 
faces assault, 
drug offenses
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