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COAL TOWNSHIP — 
The Anthracite Outdoor 
Adventure Area (AOAA) is 
fl ourishing as it celebrates 
its fi fth year of  providing 
outdoor enthusiasts chal-
lenging and adventurous 
off-road riding.

The park, which had a 
soft opening on May 17, 
2014, has attracted more 
than 88,000 riders in fi ve 
years, according to AOAA 
Director of  Operations 
Dave Porzi.

On Friday, a chicken 

BY MICHAEL R. SISAK
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NEW YORK — The dead-
ly confrontation fi ve sum-
mers ago fl ickers in Gwen 
Carr’s mind, competing 
for attention with warm, 
happy memories of  her late 
son Eric Garner’s life. For 
all the smiles and laughter 
they shared, there are fl ash-
es of  Garner being grabbed 
by a New York City police 
offi cer and crying out: “I 
can’t breathe.”

Carr said she has been 
reliving what she pointedly 
calls “my son’s murder” 
every day since his July 
2014 death : Her fi rst born 
succumbing to cardiac 
arrest after a white offi cer 
wearing plainclothes, Dan-
iel Pantaleo, restrained her 
34-year-old son with what 
she contends is an illegal 
chokehold and what Pan-
taleo’s lawyer argues is an 
approved technique.

A long-delayed internal 
disciplinary trial that 
could lead to Pantaleo’s 
fi ring is slated to begin on 
Monday. A ruling late last 

week requires the police 
watchdog agency bringing 
the case prove not only that 
Pantaleo violated depart-
ment rules, but that his 
actions fi t the criteria for 
criminal charges. Pantaleo 
does not actually face crimi-
nal charges.

“It has been fi ve long 
years,” Carr told The 
Associated Press last week. 
“Pantaleo and all those 
other offi cers who actually 
murdered my son that day, 
they are still collecting 
their salaries. They still 
go home every day and 
it’s business as usual with 
them. But with me, we 
relive this every day.”

Video of  the struggle on a 
Staten Island street corner 
quickly went viral, amplify-
ing Garner’s plaintive pleas 
of  “I can’t breathe” into a 
rallying cry in the face of  
police brutality against 
unarmed black men and 
women.

“Very troubling,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said at the 
time.
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Rain, rain go away. Come back some other day.
That old adage has been repeated many times 

during this wet spring season.
While mothers were honored Sunday on their 

special day, the outdoors were no place to celebrate 
as Mother Nature brought steady rain and brisk tem-
peratures throughout the day.

Fortunately, heavy winds didn’t accompany the 
rain as no power outages or severe fl ooding were 
reported in the local area.

A tree was reported down on West Ridge Road in 
Upper Augusta Township at 1:16 p.m. and a section of  
road near the intersection of  Boyles Run Road and 
Johnson Road in Upper Augusta Township was closed 
at 2:23 p.m. when part of  the embankment washed 
away as a result of  the rainstorm.

But those two emergency calls were the only 
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HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania’s primary election 
will decide nominees or 
offi ceholders for several 
high-profi le offi ces, includ-
ing mayor of  the nation’s 
sixth largest city and one of  
the state’s 18 members of  
the U.S. House.

Pennsylvania’s primary 
election is May 21.

It features primary 
elections for Philadelphia 
mayor and two statewide 
appellate court seats. It also 
features special elections 
to fi ll three open seats in 

the Legislature and one in 
Congress.

Philadelphia Mayor

Democrat Jim Kenney is 
running for reelection as 
mayor of  the nation’s sixth 
largest city.

He has had an eventful 
fi rst term, from antago-
nizing President Donald 
Trump over Philadelphia’s 
sanctuary city status — and 
winning an appeals court 
decision against the Trump 
administration’s effort to 
punish the city — to carry-
ing through on his top fi rst-
term priority. That priority, 
a 1.5 cent-per-ounce tax on 

soda and other sweetened 
beverages, drew national 
attention.

It also has drawn criti-
cism but withstood court 
challenges and a public 
relations onslaught by 
grocers and the beverage 

industry. The money is 
funding new pre-kindergar-
ten slots and services for 
schoolchildren and their 
families, with plans to fund 
parks, recreation centers 

Pennsylvania primary features big matchups

BRADLEY C BOWER

Rep. Fred Keller, standing center, applauds after 
the floor of the House votes on passing the 2011-
2012 Pennsylvania state budget on June 29, 2011, 
in Harrisburg.Primary, Page A6

Anthracite Outdoor Adventure Area
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A lone biker leads a pack of ATV riders at the start of the AOAA’s Fight the Blight benefit ride 
Saturday, Sept. 14, 2018, in Coal Township.

Five strong years
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Owners of these Jeeps were among the 173 people to try out the new 
Anthracite Outdoor Adventure Area on Saturday, May 17, 2014, in Coal 
Township. Fifty-eight season passes were sold on opening day.

AOAA celebrates fifth 
anniversary this week

NYPD cop faces 
disciplinary trial 
in 2014 choking 
death of Garner

Rainy, chilly weather 
expected to continue 
for next couple days
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