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MOUNT CARMEL — 
The Mother Maria Kaupas 
Center strives to teach 
young people valuable life 
lessons through its annual 
winter service program, 
which recently completed 
its fourth year. 

It allows a group of  
college students to par-
ticipate in community 
projects that help them 
develop skills and build 
relationships through 
serving others.

The 10 students who 
took part this year were 
selected from seven col-
leges and universities. 
They are all members of  
either Divine Redeem-
er, Our Lady of  Mount 
Carmel or SS Peter and 
Paul Catholic parishes in 
Mount Carmel or Holy 
Angels, Kulpmont.

“The objective of  this 
program is in keeping 

with the center’s basic 
mission of  encouraging 
young Catholics to live 
lives of  leadership and 
service in the church and 
their community,” said 
Kaupas director Jake Betz.

Betz said students must 
submit an application, 
complete an essay and be 
approved for participa-
tion by their pastor. Once 
selected, they meet collec-
tively and are tasked to 
work in groups on projects 
coordinated through the 
Kaupas Center.

They took 10 days out of  
their Christmas break to 
participate in this year’s 
program in late December 
and early January; seven 
of  the students had previ-
ously been involved.

Community service 

projects

A number of  students 
spent a day cooking and 
delivering soup made at 
the Kaupas Center to 15 
people, including shut-ins.

At the Mount Carmel 
Food Pantry, students 
helped distribute non-per-
ishable food to needy 
individuals. They were 
also involved with organi-
zation and clean-up at the 
pantry.

“Last winter break I 
felt like I didn’t utilize my 
free time well. It’s nice to 
be able to come home, do 
something positive while 

making new connections 
through this program and 
actively helping others,” 
said Alyssa Menko, a West 
Chester University soph-
omore, 

The students also helped 
in the downtown area, said 
Cathy Besser, president of  
Mount Carmel Downtown 
Inc. (MCDI).

‘Always with love’
College students 
explore how to 
help communities
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LEFT: Pictured from 
left, Ciaran Fisher, 
Dylan Fiamoncini and 
Lee Amarose help 
Mount Carmel 
Downtown Inc. by 
cleaning old flowers 
out of the planters 
along Oak Street. 

BELOW: Michael 
Vincenzes, left, and 
Alex Holleran cut up 
ingredients used to 
make soup for future 
delivery to some of 
the homebound 
members of local 
parishes.  
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COAL TOWNSHIP — Craig Fetterman, chairman of  
the township board of  commissioners, said no one from 
Northumberland County has contacted him or township 
Manager Rob Slaby regarding settlement of  a lawsuit 
fi led by the county.

Fetterman, who was responding to a story in Tuesday’s 
edition of  The News-Item in which county Commissioner 
Sam Schiccatano said a settlement could come as early as 
that day, also said any such agreement would need approv-
al by the board at a properly advertised public meeting.

Schiccatano, speaking at the close of  Monday’s county 
commissioners meeting, said he believed the county was 
close to settling the lawsuit he and fellow majority Repub-
lican Commissioner Rick Shoch fi led against township 
commissioners regarding construction inspection and 
permit fees for the new county jail in Coal Township. 
Schiccatano said he had not received any offi cial offer 
from the township commissioners to settle, but he claimed 
two of  the fi ve township commissioners are receptive to 
reaching an agreement.

BY KEVIN MERTZ
The Standard-Journal

SUNBURY — About two 
or three times a month, 
Northumberland County 
Jail Warden Bruce Kovach 
said an inmate who is 
released from the facility 
will not have arranged a 
ride home.

A discussion on the 
issue was sparked during 
Wednesday’s county prison 
board meeting after Presi-
dent Judge Charles Saylor 
described an incident that 
occurred at the new jail 
complex in Coal Township 
about two weeks ago.

“An inmate was released 
without transportation,” 
Saylor said. “He proceeded 
to create a ride by stealing 
a car.”

Kovach indicated the 
suspect was identifi ed after 
being caught on surveil-
lance video stealing a staff  
member’s unlocked vehicle, 
which had the keys inside.

Saylor and Kovach both 
noted the jail has been fol-

lowing the same procedures 
when releasing inmates 
since prior to the 2015 fi re 
at the former location in 
Sunbury.

“At our Sunbury facility, 
it was less evident (when 
inmates didn’t have trans-

Transportation 
of ex-convicts 
an issue at 
county jail

Township chairman: 
No one negotiating 
with me on lawsuit

“IF IT’S BAD 
WEATHER, WE 

DON’T LET FOLKS 
LEAVE (ON FOOT). 

WE MAKE SURE 
THEY AT LEAST 
HAVE A RIDE TO 

THE LOCAL   
COMMUNITY.”

Bruce Kovach,
warden,

Northumberland 
County Jail

BY HARRY DEITZ/FOR THE NEWS-ITEM

Northumberland County Deputy Sheriff Sgt. Dwayne 
Pidcoe, left, and professional ventriloquist Mike 
McDade present the Officer Phil Safety Program at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School Wednesday 
in Coal Township. The program was also presented 
to elementary students at Shamokin Area and 
Mount Carmel Area schools this week. It is spon-
sored by the Northumberland County Sheriff’s 
Department and Sheriff Robert Wolfe as well as 
several business sponsors.

Puppets help 
promote safety
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