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SHAMOKIN — Francis 
Doncheski and the Ale House Bar 
& Grill were recognized Wednes-
day as the fi rst individual and 
business, respectively, to donate at 
least $1,000 toward the restoration 
of  the “99 Steps” along Lincoln 
Street.

Allison Williams, project coor-
dinator of  “Step Up Shamokin,” 
renowned local artist Claude 
Harrington and Shamokin Area 
Businesses for Economic Revital-
ization (SABER) President Kathy 
Vetovich presented Doncheski 
and Ale House owners Forrest 
and Amanda Curran a framed 

sketch depicting the steps as a 
token of  appreciation.

Step Up Shamokin is con-
ducting a two-year drive to raise 
the funds necessary to restore 
the steps, which have remained 
closed for quite a number of  years 
because of  their poor condition.

“I have seen these steps a mil-
lion times in my life — and I have 
only seen them broken down,” 
said the 23-year-old Doncheski, 
who resides in Coal Township. “I 
wondered how they looked when 
they were in prime condition.”

The stone staircase was built 
between the mid-1930s and early 
1940s as projects by the Works 
Progress Administration. The 
nickname came from a wooden 
staircase that preceded the stone 

version and is actually 11 steps 
shy of  the moniker.

“I am a big fan of  high-quality 
architecture, and I admire a lot 
of  the church buildings around 
here. So, I have always wanted to 
see what the steps would look like 
fully restored,” Doncheski added.

Williams said Brian G. Persing 
Masonry is working with SABER 
to move forward with the project, 
which is expected to be carried 
out in various phases. She said 
owner Brian Persing has made 
the challenge less daunting than 
it could be by keeping costs low.

“Work on the fi rst phase will 
begin in April,” Williams said. 
“The fi rst area to be completed 

Individuals, businesses step it up
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Forrest and Amanda Curran, owners of Ale House Bar & 
Grill, second and third from left, and Francis Doncheski, 
fourth from left, are presented sketches depicting the “99 
Steps” in Shamokin in recognition of the first business and 
individual, respectively, to donate at least $1,000 toward 
restoration of the steps along Lincoln Street. Taking part in 
the presentation were, from left, artist Claude Harrington, 
Allison Williams, project coordinator, and Kathy Vetovich, 
president of the Shamokin Area Businesses for Economic 
Revitalization.

Group aiming to restore Shamokin’s ‘99 
steps’ receives two $1,000 donations

Seeking gold
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TOP: Mount Carmel Area High School basket-
ball players dance with cheerleaders Wednesday 
in the high school gymnasium during a virtual 
pep rally, which featured performances by the 
band and cheerleading squad, player introduc-
tions and best wishes from Rep. Kurt Masser, 
Sen. John Gordner and Maria Fantanarosa, a 
Mount Carmel alumna and the state’s all-time 
leading scorer. The Red Tornadoes will take on 
Neshannock at noon today at the Giant Center 
for the PIAA Class 2A state championship. 
MIDDLE: Mount Carmel Area High School bas-
ketball seniors DaniRae Renno and Lauren 
Ayres, left, speak to their classmates Wednesday 
in the high school gymnasium during a virtual 
pep rally. BOTTOM: Mount Carmel Area High 
School basketball players are introduced 
Wednesday in the high school gymnasium 
during a virtual pep rally. For more coverage, 
see Page B1.

Mount Carmel Area 
girls basketball to play 
for state title today
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Voting mostly along par-
ty lines, the U.S. Senate on 
Wednesday confi rmed for-
mer Pennsylvania Health 
Secretary Rachel Levine 
to be the nation’s assistant 
secretary of  health. She is 
the fi rst openly transgender 
federal offi cial to win Sen-
ate confi rmation.

The fi nal vote was 52-48. 
Republican Sens. Lisa 
Murkowski of  Alaska and 
Susan Collins of  Maine 
joined all Democrats in sup-
porting Levine.

Levine had been serv-
ing as Pennsylvania’s top 
health offi cial since 2017, 
and emerged as the public 
face of  the state’s response 

to the coronavirus pandem-
ic. She is expected to over-
see Health and Human Ser-
vices offi ces and programs 
across the U.S.

President Joe Biden cited 
Levine’s experience when 
he nominated her in Jan-
uary.

Levine “will bring the 
steady leadership and 
essential expertise we need 
to get people through this 
pandemic — no matter 
their zip code, race, reli-
gion, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or disabili-
ty,” Biden said.

Transgender-rights activ-
ists have hailed Levine’s 
appointment as a historic 

Senate confirms 
Dr. Levine for 
top health post
Former Pa. health secretary 
becomes first transgender federal 
official to win Senate confirmation
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KULPMONT — A Kulpmont boy suffered multiple 
injuries on his 14th birthday Wednesday when a bicycle 
he was riding was struck by a SUV at an intersection one 
block off  the borough’s main street.

Police: Teen on 
bike hit by vehicle
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A Kulpmont Borough police officer talks with the 
driver of an SUV that struck a teen boy riding a 
bicycle on Wednesday evening.
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