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SHAMOKIN — City 
council adopted at its 
regular monthly meeting 
Monday afternoon at City 
Hall an ordinance that will 
tack on a $25 charge on code 
ticket violations.

The revenue will be 
used for the purchase of  
materials the city uses on 
privately-owned dilapidat-
ed properties. The money 
to buy those materials 
currently comes out of  the 
general fund.

Voting in favor were 
Mayor John Brown, coun-
cilmen Scott Roughton, Dan 

McGaw and Charlie Verano 
and councilwoman Barbara 
Moyer.

Council also approved 
the fi rst of  two readings 
of  Ordinance 18-05 that, if  
adopted, would extend the 
stop-time of  the farmer’s 
market from noon to 3 p.m.

The ordinance states that 
the market is permitted to 
be held Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday beginning at 
7 a.m. along the south curb 
of  Independence Street, 
between Orange and Mar-
ket streets, and the east 
curb of  Market Street near 
Water Street.

The amendment would 

City council 
adopts code 
ticket law 
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Shamokin Mayor John Brown, left, swears-in 
patrolman Joshua Pastucka at the city’s monthly 
regular meeting Monday at City Hall as Pastucka’s 
fiancee, Morganna Semanchyk, holds the Bible 
and his parents, Jill and Rich, look on. A ceremo-
nial swearing-in was held for Pastucka, who offi-
cially began his duties in June.

$25 charge will be 
added to violations
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SUNBURY — Magisterial 
District Judge Michael 
Diehl and his staff  will be 
getting a new offi ce possibly 
by the end of  the year as the 
county commissioners vot-
ed 2-1 Tuesday to purchase 
a property at 45 Locust St. 
in Milton.

Diehl’s current offi ce at 
1 Broadway St., Milton, is 
small compared to the other 
three magisterial district 
judges’ offi ces in the county 
and plans for expansion or 
a new location have been in 
the works for about a year.

Commissioners Sam 
Schiccatano and Richard 
Shoch agreed to purchase 
the property owned by 
Evangelical Community 
Hospital in Lewisburg for 

$130,000. Minority Com-
missioner Kym Best voted 
against the purchase and 
referred to the process of  
obtaining a new home for 
the judge’s offi ce as a “deba-
cle.”

She said 45 Locust St., 
which is located a few 
blocks from the Susque-
hanna River, is in a fl ood 
plain like the current offi ce, 
which is located across the 
street from the river.

Schiccatano said a day 
care center, which is operat-
ing at 45 Locust St., plans to 
relocate to Watsontown in 
the near future.

He said initially the 
commissioners considered 
an offer by the landlord of  
the present judge’s offi ce 
to remain at the site if  it 
was expanded. He said the 

Commissioners 
approve purchase 
for new judge’s 
office in Milton
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MILLVILLE — As they 
rode bicycles around an 
asphalt path at Camp 
Victory near Millville, a 
group of  young campers 
were laughing and smil-
ing as they were singing 
the Christmas classic 
“Jingle Bells.”

Although temperatures 
were in the 80s Tuesday 
morning, it was Christ-
mas at Camp Victory.

“Happy Holidays” is 
the overall theme of  this 
year’s Camp Dost, being 
held this week at Camp 
Victory for 97 campers 
from across Pennsylva-
nia and New York. Each 
day of  camp will feature 
activities based on a 
different holiday, such as 
Christmas, July 4, Hal-
loween and Valentine’s 
Day.

Camp Dost, founded 
in 1983, is held each year 
by the Ronald McDonald 
House of  Danville for 
pediatric cancer patients 
and their siblings.

This year’s 
theme brings 
97 pediatric 
cancer 
patients and 
siblings to 
Camp Dost 
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Moriah Treadway secured a helmet on the head of Bella Galentine, of 
Clinton County, prior to Galentine taking to the rock climbing wall at 
Camp Dost.

Daniel McGeehin, of Sugarloaf, climbed a rock wall Tuesday at Camp 
Dost. Mike Enterline steadies the rock wall’s rope in the background.

‘HAPPY HOLIDAYS’
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COAL TOWNSHIP — 
Patrolman Chad Yoder, who 
retired Tuesday after 20 
years of  service with Coal 
Township Police Depart-
ment, treated his last day of  
work like all the others — 
doing his job to the best of  
his ability.

“I’ve always treated 
people the same no matter 
what their status was in 
the community,” Yoder said 
during an interview Tues-
day morning in the Coal 
Township Municipal Build-
ing meeting room. “I served 
the community to the best 
of  my ability and always 
tried to be fair and respect-
ful with the people I dealt 
with, whether they were 
regular citizens, defendants 
or victims.”

The 45-year-old offi cer is 
a native of  Miffl inburg. He 
graduated in 1991 from Mif-
fl inburg High School and 

served in the United States 
Air Force from 1993 to 1997, 
including 101 days in Saudi 
Arabia.

During his military ser-
vice, Yoder spent four and 
a half  years in law enforce-
ment.

In 1997, he graduated 
from Harrisburg Area 
Community College Police 
Academy and was hired as 
a Coal Township patrolman 
in March 1998.

He served under for-
mer police chief  Richard 
Higgins and current chief  
William Carpenter and 
described the offi cers he 
has worked with through 
the years as “fantastic guys 
who were very dedicated to 
their profession.”

Yoder, who said he had 
a great deal of  respect for 
Higgins and Carpenter, 
said he enjoyed serving 
and protecting the citizens 
of  Coal Township for 20 
years.

CT police 
officer retires 
after 20 years 
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Coal Township Patrolman Chad Yoder, who retired 
Tuesday after 20 years of service, stands next to 
an American flag at the Coal Township Municipal 
Building.Yoder, Page A6

Camp, Page A6

Offi ce, Page A6

Council, Page A5


