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SHAMOKIN — The City of  Shamokin is the benefi cia-
ry of  a $20,000 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
grant awarded to the state Department of  Environmental 
Protection (DEP) to prepare a brownfi elds inventory.

DEP was awarded the Small Technical Assistance 
Grant to work with the city on brownfi elds, which is 
defi ned as “real property, the expansion, redevelopment 
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MOUNT CARMEL — 
Interest continues to grow 
in establishing a communi-
ty center in the borough.

Jake Betz, director of  
the Mother Maria Kaupas 
Center who is among the 
volunteers working on cre-
ating a community center, 
said attendance at recent 
meetings has increased to 
approximately 20 people.

“We have been meeting 
every month since June 
and gathering ideas from 
people who are sincerely 
interested in establishing 
a community center,” said 
Betz. “We are considering 
four sites in the borough for 
the center that can be pur-
chased or leased.”

Betz said the next meet-
ing, which is open to any-
one interested in establish-
ing the center, will be held 

BY GEOFF MULVIHILL

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Attorneys general representing 
nearly half  the states and lawyers 
for more than 500 local govern-
ments on Friday blasted the 
terms of  Purdue Pharma’s offer 
to settle thousands of  lawsuits 
over the nation’s opioid crisis in 
court fi lings that also said the 
company had funneled up to $13 
billion to its controlling family.

Their legal fi lings said the 
tentative deal does not contain an 

admission of  wrongdoing from 
members of  the Sackler family, 
would not stop family members 
from future misconduct and 
wouldn’t force them to repay 
money “they pocketed from their 
illegal conduct.”

The documents say members 
of  the Sackler family — one of  
the wealthiest in the U.S. — made 
$12 billion to $13 billion from Pur-
due, a higher amount than court 
records had previously given. The 
fi gure was in a sworn statement 
given last month by Jesse DelCon-

te, a restructuring consultant for 
Purdue; an excerpt of  his depo-
sition did not specify over what 
time period those payments were 
made.

In a previous deposition, 
former Purdue chief  executive 
Richard Sackler gave only a broad 
range — between $1 billion and 
$10 billion — that the family made 
from its signature painkiller, Oxy-
Contin.

Friday’s court fi lings object to 
Purdue’s request that all lawsuits 
against members of  the Sackler 

family be halted as part of  ten-
tative settlement terms that are 
being considered in bankruptcy 
court in White Plains, New York. 
The family faces hundreds of  
lawsuits in state courts, including 
at least two dozen fi led by state 
attorneys general.

Purdue’s fi ling for bankruptcy 
protection last month removed 
the company from federal litiga-
tion in Cleveland that involves 
some 2,600 local governments, 
Native American tribes, unions 
and hospitals. The fi rst trial in 

that multidistrict case is sched-
uled to begin Oct. 21.

The company fi led for bank-
ruptcy after half  of  state attor-
neys general and lawyers repre-
senting local governments agreed 
to their settlement offer, which 
could be worth as much as $12 
billion over time.

The bankruptcy court fi lings 
this week, most of  them on Fri-
day, showed the level of  dissent 
over that offer among state and 

BY C. J. GREGO

THE NEWS-ITEM

chris_g@newsitem.com

COAL TOWNSHIP — A 
local property owner met 
with the Coal Township 
Uniform Construction Code 
(UCC) Board of  Appeals on 
Wednesday afternoon to 
request an exemption for a 
200-year-old building, which 
she recently purchased at 
2125 State Route 54, and is 
seeking to restore as a pub-
lic venue.

On May 17, 2018, Mary 
Lenig, of  Coal Township, 
purchased the former C.Q. 
McWilliams Stone House, 
which was constructed in 
1810, and is located directly 
across the highway from 
the Roaring Creek Tract 
of  Weiser State Forest. She 
indicated to the board that 
she would like to reopen it 
to the public as a tavern/
restaurant with upstairs 
lodging without having to 
perform signifi cant recon-
structive work necessary 

to comply with the UCC, 
which would essentially 
require her to demolish or 
signifi cantly alter many 
parts of  the historic struc-
ture.

“I want to preserve the 
original integrity and 
intent of  the building, 
which was built over 200 
years ago by a German 
immigrant named John 
Adam Gilger, in order to 
provide a place of  food, 

Remembering dad
Shamokin Area senior night

Local property owner seeks to preserve inn

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Exterior view of the property at 2125 Route 54, which is known locally as 
the former C.Q. McWilliams Stone House, located directly across the road 
from the Roaring Creek Tract of Weiser State Forest in Coal Township.

Coal Twp. construction code board of 
appeals listens to request for exemptions
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$20K grant to fund 
creation of Shamokin 
brownfield inventory

Interest grows 
in MC center 
for community
Group considering four 
potential sites in borough
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Joshua Dombrowski, a senior member of the Shamokin Area High School band, carries an urn 
holding the ashes of his father, John Dombrowski, while escorted by his mother, Gina Latsha, 
during senior night recognition prior to the Indians football game against Selinsgrove Friday 
night at Kemp Memorial Stadium. John Dombrowski passed away exactly one year ago today at 
the age of 51.

AGs blast Purdue opioid deal
State and local governments question OxyContin maker’s settlement offer
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