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MUNCY — A visi-
tor at SCI-Muncy was 
arrested Monday for 
smuggling drugs.

At approximately 
10:45 a.m. Monday, a 
male visitor entered the 
main gate at the prison 
to be processed for a vis-
it with his daughter.

Upon processing the 
individual through the 
metal detector, the secu-
rity staff  conducted a 
search of  the visitor’s 
outer garment at which 
time a sandwich bag 

with an unknown leafy 
substance was discov-
ered.

The security offi ce 
was notifi ed and arrived 
at the main gate and 
verifi ed what appeared 
to be a green leafy sub-
stance contained in the 
bag.

State police at Mon-
toursville were notifi ed 
and a trooper arrived at 
the facility at 11:40 a.m. 
A fi eld test of  the sub-
stance was conducted 
and was confi rmed to be 
marijuana.

BY STEPHANIE BETTICK
THE NEWS-ITEM

stephanie_b@newsitem.com

SUNBURY — The suc-
cess and importance of  the 
work being done at the PA 
CareerLink in Sunbury 
was on display Monday 
when Secretary of  Labor 
and Industry Jerry Olek-
siak visited the area to 
learn of  efforts of  hiring 
local workers.

Oleksiak made the rainy 
drive from Philadelphia to 

spend about two hours tour-
ing the facility, speak about 
PA Smart and listening 
to CareerLink employees 
and a success story as well 
as a representative from 
Dempsey Uniform and Lin-
en Supply to hear how they 
work with CareerLink to 
recruit employees.

In addition to learning of  
the resources available to 
job seekers and employers 
in the area throughout the 
CareerLink building, Olek-
siak was given a tour of  the 

Link, a mobile career cen-
ter. The mobile comes with 
WiFi, seven computer work 
stations, and numerous 
resources that allows staff  
to hit the road to reach out 
to communities in the nine 
counties covered by Career-
Link which may not have a 
local offi ce.

The fi rst of  its kind 
in the state, Megan Bair, 
operations manager of  
Central Susquehanna 
Opportunities Inc., said it 
was launched as a pilot in 
August 2017 and has served 
numerous functions. The 
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Walker Townsend, at left, from the Isle of Palms, South Caronlina, fills a sand bag while Dalton 
Trout, at right, holds the bag at the Isle of Palms municipal lot where the city was giving away 
free sand in preparation for Hurricane Florence at the Isle of Palms South Carolina, Monday.

BY MARK GILGER
THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — Shamokin City 
Council unanimously approved 
Monday night the sale of  a park-
ing lot at 5-7 W. Independence St. 

for $101,000.
The lot, which is located next to 

the former Masonic building that 
was destroyed by fi re Dec. 14, was 
sold to GBT Realty Corporation 
headquartered in Brentwood, 
Tennessee.

Shamokin Mayor John Brown 

and Administrator Robert Slaby 
said they didn’t know what GBT 
planned to do with the lot, which 
has an appraised value of  $45,000.

Mariano Construction Inc., of  
Bloomsburg, was the only other 
bidder for the property at a price 
of  $77,777.

Approving the sale were Brown 
and council members Barbara 
Moyer, Scott Roughton, Charlie 
Verano and Dan McGaw.

After the meeting, Slaby said 
Clayton Andrews, of  Pottsville, 
owner of  the property where the 
Masonic building was located, is 

continuing negotiations to sell the 
land.

In other business, council 
awarded contracts to Affordable 
Construction Demolition, of  Coal 
Township, to demolish 692 Bear 

BY DARLENE 
SUPERVILLE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump will 
mark the solemn 17th 
anniversary of  the Sept. 11 
attacks by participating in a 
ceremony at the 9/11 memo-
rial in Pennsylvania today, 
the White House said.

First lady Melania 
Trump will accompany the 
president to the remem-
brance in Shanksville.

Nearly 3,000 people were 
killed on Sept. 11, 2001, 
when hijackers fl ew com-
mercial airplanes into New 
York’s World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon and the Penn-
sylvania fi eld in what was 
the worst terrorist attack 
on U.S. soil.

The 40 passengers 
and crew aboard United 
Airlines Flight 93, which 
crashed in Pennsylvania 
after leaving Newark, New 
Jersey, en route to San 
Francisco, are credited with 
thwarting a strike on the 
U.S. Capitol.

Trump observed the som-
ber anniversary for the fi rst 
time as president last year.

He and the fi rst lady, 

surrounded by aides and 
administration offi cials, led 
a moment of  silence on the 
White House lawn at the 
exact time that hijackers, 
executing a plot orchestrat-
ed by al-Qaida leader Osa-
ma bin Laden, had rammed 
the fi rst of  two airplanes 
into the Twin Towers.

Trump also participated 
in last year’s 9/11 obser-
vance at the Pentagon.

A native New Yorker, 
Trump has a mixed his-
tory with 9/11. He fre-
quently uses the terrorist 
strikes to praise the city’s 
response but has also made 

BY JONATHAN DREW
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RALEIGH, N.C. — Florence 
exploded into a potentially cat-
astrophic Category 4 hurricane 
Monday as it closed in on North 

and South Carolina, carrying winds 
up to 140 mph and water that could 
wreak havoc over a wide stretch of  
the eastern United States later this 
week.

Communities along a stretch of  

coastline that’s vulnerable to rising 
sea levels due to climate change 
prepared to evacuate the storm, 
which forecasters expect to be close 
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Secretary of Labor and Industry Jerry Oleksiak 
toured the Sunbury PA CareerLink building during 
a busy Monday morning as Sue Snyder, career 
specialist, helped three people applying for jobs 
on the computers.
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