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ELYSBURG — The Ral-
pho Township Board of  
Supervisors have agreed to 
use $69,445 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds for the fi scal 
year 2018 to mitigate fl ood-
ing near West Center Street.

On the advice of  Linda 
Sterling, project coordina-
tor of  community develop-
ment for SEDA-COG, and 
township engineer Brad 
Aurand, the board voted 
to certify the name of  the 
project as the “West Center 
Street Flood Mitigation 
Project,” pending survey 
results. Voting in favor were 
supervisors Blaine Madara 

Jr., Vincent Daubert, Ste-
phen Major and Dan Wil-
liams. Supervisor Blaine 
Madara Sr. abstained 
because he lives in the area.

Project funds must 
improve the quality of  
life and meet one of  three 
criteria: urgent need, elimi-
nation of  blight and benefi t 
low/moderate income fam-
ilies.

Past CDBG funds were 
used for Phase I of  a storm-
water project, which cor-
rected water defi ciencies in 
the “south channel” near 
South Market Street by 
removing debris, installing 
rip-rap and capping the 
top of  stable sections to 
prevent water intrusion 

Ralpho sups 
to use grant 
money for 
flooding issue
Tomtishen sworn in 
as full-time officer
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SUNBURY — The Nor-
thumberland County Pris-
on Board met Wednesday 
morning for its monthly 
meeting.

A status report of  the 
new Northumberland 
County Prison construction 
was provided. According to 
Commissioner and Prison 
Board Vice Chairman Sam 
Schiccatano, construction 
of  the new prison complex 
remains on schedule to be 
completed by the end of  

this month.
“We’ve been informed 

that the only item which 
will be delayed are the pre-
fabricated electronic gates 
which are on special order 
form a company in New 
York. However, that is not 
anticipated to change our 
target date for opening the 
new correctional facility 
and we’ve told the contrac-
tors that as long as the 
prison construction itself  
is completed by the end of  
this month, they’ll be fi ne,” 
said Schiccatano.

Prison complex 
on schedule to 
be completed 
by end of month
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MILTON — Northumber-
land County’s decision to 
scrap plans to build a new 
offi ce for District Judge 
Michael Diehl on land 
owned by the Northum-
berland County Housing 
Authority and purchase an 
already existing building 
on Locust Street in Mil-
ton came about over the 
last month, according to 

Commissioner Chair Rick 
Shoch.

The commissioners on 
Tuesday voted to spend 
$130,000 to purchase the 
building owned by Evangel-
ical Community Hospital. 
Democratic Commissioner 
Kym Best voted against the 
purchase.

Shoch said the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit (CSIU) will be moving 
programming it operates 
out of  that building to the 
former Watsontown Ele-
mentary School.

Previously, Shoch said 
the county was targeting 
a cost of  around $500,000 
to build the structure on 
the property owned by the 
authority on Filbert Street 
in Milton.

However, Shoch said the 
county recently learned 
there may have been a num-
ber of  hurdles in develop-
ing that site.

“There was going to be 
some potential holdups 
because the property is 

HUD hurdle helped scrap 
building plans for county
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Northumberland County plans to close on the purchase of this property in 
late August from Evangelical Community Hospital. The property, which the 
county will be purchasing for $130,000 and renovated, will become the new 
office for District Judge Michael Diehl.
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TREVORTON — At their 
monthly meeting, Zerbe Township 
supervisors unanimously ratifi ed 
a proclamation designating that 
Trevorton be renamed “Abbyton” 
this past Sunday in honor of  Abby 
Menko, who won four silver med-
als in the Special Olympics recent-
ly held in Seattle, Washington.

Motions to hire Craig Scott as 
a township street department 
employee and Bob Marciniak 

as a part-time offi ce clerk were 
approved.

A total of  37 properties were 
posted for sewer delinquency, with 
29 being water shutoff  notices and 
eight magistrate notices. Of  the 
29 water shutoff  notices, 18 were 
paid in full totaling $9,137, six on 
a payment arrangement which are 
almost paid off  and fi ve turned 
over to Aqua for water termina-
tion.

Out of  the eight magistrate 
notices, three paid off  in full total-
ing $3,929.64, one on a payment 
arrangement and four were sent 

to the magistrate. Total amount 
of  sewer delinquencies for the 
properties posted was $29,664.36 
and now the delinquent amount 
is $16,597.72. As of  Aug. 1, another 
round of  water shutoffs will begin 
for anyone owing over $240.

A June 29 repository sale of  
a property located at 703 Scott 
St., Trevorton, was held by Nor-
thumberland County Tax Claims 
Bureau. Permission was granted 
to the county to accept whatever 
bid they receive on the property 
in order to get it back on the tax 
role.

Zerbe sups officially approve ‘Abbyton’
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SHAMOKIN TOWN-
SHIP — Residents along 
a section of  Route 61 near 
Stonington have expressed 
concern that accidents 
near their homes are the 

result of  speeders.
Their unease was 

heightened Tuesday eve-
ning when state police at 
Stonington allege the oper-
ator of  a Honda Civic was 
speeding when the vehicle 
went out of  control near 
Manor Drive and struck a 
PennDOT sign and utility 

pole.
According to a witness 

who lives near the scene, 
the vehicle was traveling 
south between 70 and 
75 mph when the driver 
lost control just beyond 
the crest of  a hill at Joe’s 
Road, where 72-year-old 
George Kovaschetz was 

struck and killed by an 
SUV on May 8 while 
attempting to retrieve his 
mail.

In that incident, Troop-
er Christopher Kolosinsky 
stated that Kovaschetz had 
been on the southbound 

Speeders are cause of accidents, say residents
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Vehicles sit on a hill on Route 61 near Manor Drive in Shamokin Township as a vehicle that 
crashed into a PennDOT sign and pole is towed from the scene Tuesday evening. Residents 
along the section of Route 61 have expressed concern that accidents near their homes are the 
result of speeders.
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