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SHAMOKIN — A health 
care facility, a proposed 
hotel and potentially are on 
the city’s horizon, courtesy 
of  a pair of  grants ($1 mil-
lion and $2 million, respec-
tively) from the Redevelop-
ment Assistance Capital 
Program (RACP).

Sen. John Gordner and 
Rep. Kurt Masser, who par-
ticipated via a phone call 
from Orlando, made the 
announcements Thursday 
afternoon during a press 
conference in front of  the 
former Jones Hardware 
store along Independence 
Street.

“Take a look around, 
there are great things hap-
pening in this city and I’m 
glad to play a little part in 
this transformation,” said 
Masser, who told those in 
attendance he regretted not 

being able to be there in 
person for such “exciting 
news.”

Donald Pownell, director 
of  development for Sha-
ron-based Keystone Health 
Care Development Corp., 
said tentative plans are to 
construct a multi-story, 
29,000-square-foot complex 
in the 300 block of  East 
Independence Street, the 
current location of  two 
dilapidated properties and a 
grass lot owned by the city.

“Keystone Healthcare 
Development works pri-
marily with rural commu-
nities across the common-
wealth and have helped 
develop seven projects like 
this,” Pownell said to var-
ious dignitaries, the press 
and members of  the public. 
“Your elected offi cials did 
a great job in bringing 
these RACP funds home — 
because they are incredibly 

‘Transformative day’
$3M in redevelopment grants awarded to be infused in Shamokin

Andy Twiggar, left, accepts a ceremonial check worth $2 million from Sen. 
John Gordner during a press conference Thursday afternoon in front of the 
former Jones Hardware store on Independence Street that announced two 
grants worth a combined $3 million.
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Donald Pownell, director of development for Sharon-based Keystone 
Health Care Development Corp., left, accepts a ceremonial check worth $1 
million from Sen. John Gordner during a press conference Thursday after-
noon in front of the former Jones Hardware store on Independence Street 
that announced two grants worth a combined $3 million.
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SHAMOKIN — 
Local business owners 
shared their thoughts 
Thursday afternoon 
shortly after construc-
tion of  a proposed new 
$1 million healthcare 
facility in downtown 
Shamokin was offi -
cially announced by 
local, county and state 
leaders.

“It’s fantastic news,” 
said Anthracite 

Business 
owners react 
to new 
community 
health center
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WATSONTOWN — A $2 
million RACP (Redevelop-
ment Capital Assistance 
Program) grant was 
announced Thursday in 
support of  a $31.8 million 
expansion by Moran 
Logistics.

John D. Moran Jr., 
Moran Logistics president 
and CEO, said the grant 
would go toward a state-of-
the-art distribution center 
on the outskirts of  Wat-
sontown. The remainder 

was raised privately.
Moran said the center 

would allow nationally 
known companies to 
establish a presence in 
the region, adding about 
40 jobs immediately and 
more than 200 long term.

“One of  the problems 
with trying to have this 
area develop has been 
the lack of  modern facil-
ities,” Moran said. “With 
the construction of  this 
facility, it is going to add 
the dimension this area 
has been missing. There 
are no large scale facilities 
that have the proper sprin-
kler systems, the proper 

lighting, the proper ceil-
ing height, column spac-
ing and the abilities to 
handle large movements 
of  freight in and out.”

Ground was broken 
July 7, with 100,000 yards 
of  dirt moved to date 
and an additional 100,000 
yards to go before a foun-
dation could be started.

“I think this is really 
the start of  something 
great,” Moran said after 
the formal presentation. “I 
absolutely love this area, 
my kids grew up here. It 
was a great place to raise a 

Watsontown business gets 
$2M RACP grant award
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AUGUSTAVILLE — The 
Northumberland County 
Conservation District 
named Sunbury Christian 
Academy teacher Kate 
Hoover the Environmental 
Educator of  the Year.

The honor was bestowed 
upon the fourth-grade 
teacher during the conser-
vation district’s annual 
awards picnic Thursday 
evening at the Little 
Shamokin Creek Associa-
tion’s Long Center.

Also recognized for high 
achievements in the envi-
ronmental fi eld were David 
Swank, a 40-year member 
of  the conservation district, 
and Boy Scouts from Troop 
600, from New Colum-
bia, and Troop 610, from 

Sunbury Christian Academy teacher named 
Environmental Educator of the Year
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State Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver, right, presents Sunbury Christian 
Academy fourth-teacher Kate Hoover with a citation from the House of 
Representatives for environmental education activities and accomplish-
ments during the Northumberland County Conservation District’s awards 
picnic Thursday at the Little Shamokin Creek Association’s Long Center in 
Augustaville. The conservation district named Hoover the Environmental 
Educator of the Year.
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Pennsylvania’s senators split Thursday in their 
support of  the 2-year budget deal that raises the debt 
ceiling.

Sen. Pat Toomey was one of  23 Republicans to vote 
against the budget deal, while Democratic Sen. Bob 
Casey voted in favor of  it.

The budget deal was approved by the Senate in 
a 67-28 vote and will now go to President Donald 
Trump’s desk for signing.

Trump took to Twitter ahead of  the vote, writing, 
“Budget Deal is phenomenal for our Great Military, 
our Vets, and Jobs, Jobs, Jobs! Two year deal gets 
us past the Election. Go for it Republicans, there is 
always plenty of  time to CUT!”

“Our country is on an unsustainable fi scal path 
and this budget deal only makes matters worse for 
taxpayers,” Toomey said in a statement. “Equally 
troubling is the continuing trend of  raising the debt 
ceiling, without corresponding, meaningful budget-
ary reforms.”

PA Senators split 
on budget vote

Grants, Page A6
Reaction, Page A6

Teacher, Page A6

Budget, Page A6

Business, Page A6


