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COAL TOWNSHIP — The Anthracite Outdoor 

Adeventure Area (AOAA) has been awarded a 

$198,000 state grant for design of  a box culvert 

under State Route 125.

Northumberland County was among several 

counties to be awarded grants Friday to expand 

trails and support new all-terrain and snowmobile 

riding opportunities in the state under Gov. Tom 

Wolf’s administration.

“The infusion of  this funding will help improve 

riding opportunities for ATV and snowmobile 

enthusiasts across Pennsylvania,” said Department 

of  Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary 

Cindy Adams Dunn. “ATV and snowmobile trails 

help attract visitors to the commonwealth and have 

a positive economic impact on nearby communi-

ties.”

AOAA Director of  Operation Dave Porzi was 

delighted with news of  the grant.

“We are very excited about being awarded the 

$198,000 grant,” he said. “It was very generous of  

Gov. Wolf  and his administration.”

Porzi said the culvert will serve as the crossing at 

the eastern-western reserve at the facility and allow 

riders to cross under the highway.

AOAA awarded 
$198K grant for 
box culvert 
under Route 125
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NEW YORK — The FBI 
and the Justice Depart-
ment’s inspector general’s 
offi ce will investigate how 
Jeffrey Epstein died in an 
apparent suicide Saturday, 
while the probe into sexual 
abuse allegations against 
the well-connected fi nan-
cier remains ongoing, offi -
cials said.

Epstein, accused of  
orchestrating a sex-traf-
fi cking ring and sexually 

abusing dozens of  under-
age girls, had been taken 
off  suicide watch before 
he killed himself  in a New 
York jail, a person familiar 
with the matter said.

Attorney General Wil-
liam Barr, in announcing 
the investigation, said he 
was “appalled” to learn of  
Epstein’s death while in fed-
eral custody.

“Mr. Epstein’s death rais-
es serious questions that 
must be answered,” Barr 
said in a statement.

Epstein was found 
unresponsive in his cell 

Saturday morning at the 
Metropolitan Correctional 
Center, according to the 
Federal Bureau of  Prisons. 
Fire offi cials received a 
call at 6:39 a.m. Saturday 
that Epstein was in cardiac 
arrest, and he was pro-
nounced dead at New York 
Presbyterian-Lower Man-
hattan Hospital.

Epstein, 66, had been 
denied bail and faced up to 
45 years behind bars on fed-
eral sex traffi cking and con-
spiracy charges unsealed 
last month. He had pleaded 

Epstein found dead of suspected suicide
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Jeffrey Epstein appears in court July 30, 2008, in West Palm Beach, Florida.
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MOUNT CARMEL — Gener-
osity given on behalf  of  others.

That was the legacy of  Joseph 
H. Deppen, one of  Mount Car-
mel’s most generous and promi-
nent residents whose special day 
in the borough Saturday once 
again proved a huge success.

The third annual Joseph Dep-
pen Day featured Deppen imper-
sonator Casey McCracken, talks 

by Deppen Scholarship winners 
to Bucknell University, an assort-
ment of  musical talent, food, 
games, a watermelon-eating 
contest and a “Touch the Truck” 
educational program sponsored 
by PennDOT that involved equip-
ment operator John Mestlin, 
of  Ranshaw, displaying and 
explaining the uses of  a brand 
new Mack truck.

Deppen passed away at the 
age of  88 on Jan. 24, 1963. At the 
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Joseph Deppen impersonator Casey McCracken address-
es the crowd Saturday in Mount Carmel.
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Ephraim Esch, of Dornsife, pours a 
bowl of bean soup from a large kettle 
at Saturday’s Joseph Deppen Day 
celebration in Mount Carmel.

‘In giving, we receive’
Mt. Carmel event honoring Joseph Deppen a success
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PAXINOS — A century of  service by the 
Elysburg Fire Department was celebrated 
Saturday evening with a formal gathering 
at Masser’s Banquet Hall.

Stories from the department’s rich his-
tory were shared, the department’s growth 
applauded and deceased members recog-
nized during the anniversary banquet.

President Harvey Boyer welcomed 
attendees, which included current and 
prior chiefs, staff  and volunteers along 
with representatives from neighboring fi re 
departments, family, friends and honored 
guests.

Boyer began by stating that the fi re 
department has gone through some “inter-
esting times” in the past two weeks.

He acknowledged members Dylan Ryan, 
who suffered a knee injury, and Andrew 
Jones, who was hospitalized with legion-
aries disease, but was able to attend Satur-

day’s festivities.
“In a time of  shootings, negative politics 

and tweets, and a world that doesn’t just 
seem to care, the fi rehouse and Andrew’s 
family saw humanity actually does exist,” 
Boyer said of  the countless well-wishes 
and cards received by people from as far 
away as Brazil. “Welcome home, Andrew. 
Welcome home.”

The event continued with a memorial 
service that remembered late fi rst respond-
ers through the reading of  the Fireman’s 
Prayer by Lt. Dennis Seroskie, a bell cere-
mony by Capt. Eric Haupt and the mean-
ing behind the empty table by Eric Jones.

Following a meal and fellowship, the 
celebration offi cially began with members 
entering the hall with the colors and the 
charter of  Elysburg Fire Co. No. 1, which 
was signed by the original offi cers and 
approved by Northumberland County 
Judge Fred Moser on July 14, 1919.

Following the singing of  the national 
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Elysburg Fire Department celebrates 100 years

Centennial, Page A7
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Elysburg Fire Department President Harvey Boyer, right, and Fire Chief 
Dennis Kroh share a laugh at the department’s 100th anniversary celebra-
tion Saturday at Masser’s Banquet Hall.


