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BY THE NEWS-ITEM

WASHINGTON — Five peo-
ple, including a police offi cer 
and a Columbia County man, 
are now dead after a pro-Trump 
mob stormed the U.S. Capitol on 
Wednesday.

Capitol Police said in a state-
ment that Offi cer Brian D. 
Sicknick passed away at about 

9:30 p.m. Thursday due to injuries 
sustained while responding to the 
riot. The offi cer was injured while 
physically engaging with protest-
ers. He returned to his division 
offi ce and collapsed.

Sicknick was transported to 
a hospital where he succumbed 
to his injuries. His death will be 
investigated by the Metropolitan 
Police Department’s Homicide 

Branch, the USCP, Capitol Police 
said.

Sicknick joined the USCP in 
July 2008, and most recently in 
the department’s First Respond-
er’s Unit.

The Metropolitan Police 
Department announced that 
55-year-old Kevin Greeson, of  
Athens, Alabama; 34-year-old 
Rosanne Boyland, of  Kennesaw, 

Georgia; and 50-year-old Benja-
min Philips, of  Ringtown, had 
medical emergencies Wednesday 
and died.

Police Chief  Robert Contee 
would not go into detail about 
the exact causes of  their deaths 
and would not say if  any of  the 
three was actively involved in 
breaching the Capitol building. 
Contee would only say that all 

three “were on the grounds of  the 
Capitol when they experienced 
their medical emergencies,” the 
Associated Press reported.

A fourth person, Ashli Babbitt, 
was shot by an employee of  Capi-
tol Police while rioters were mov-
ing toward the House chamber.

Contee identifi ed Philips as 

Columbia County man among five 
dead as a result of Capitol Hill riot
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WASHINGTON — With impeach-
ment planning intensifying, two 
Republican senators want President 
Donald Trump to resign immedi-
ately as efforts mount to prevent 
Trump from ever again holding 
elective offi ce in the wake of  deadly 
riots at the Capitol.

House Democrats are expected 
to introduce articles of  impeach-
ment on Monday and vote as soon 
as Tuesday. The strategy would be 
to condemn the president’s actions 
swiftly but delay an impeachment 
trial in the Senate for 100 days. That 
would allow President-elect Joe 
Biden to focus on other priorities as 
soon as he is inaugurated Jan. 20.

Rep. Jim Clyburn, the third-rank-
ing House Democrat and a top Biden 
ally, laid out the ideas Sunday as 
the country came to grips with the 
siege at the Capitol by Trump loyal-
ists trying to overturn the election 
results.

“Let’s give President-elect Biden 
the 100 days he needs to get his agen-
da off  and running,” Clyburn said.

Pressure was mounting for 
Trump to leave offi ce even before 

his term ended amid alarming 
concerns of  more unrest ahead of  
the inauguration. The president 
whipped up the mob that stormed 
the Capitol, sent lawmakers into 
hiding and left fi ve dead.

Republican Sen. Pat Toomey of  
Pennsylvania on Sunday joined 
Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
of  Alaska in calling for Trump to 

Impeachment push builds, 2 GOP 
senators want Trump to resign

ALEX WONG/POOL VIA AP

Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., speaks during a Congressional Oversight Commission hearing on 
Capitol Hill Dec. 10 in Washington.

“ I thinkthe president has disqualified himself from ever, 
certainly, serving in office again. I don’t think he is electable 

in any way.”

Sen. Pat Toomey (R-PA)

Washington, D.C.
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HARRISBURG — 
Coronavirus numbers in 
Pennsylvania continued 
to increase over the week-
end as the Department of  
Health Sunday announced 
7,506 new cases across the 
state.

In Northumberland 
County, 49 new cases of  
the virus were announced, 
bringing the total to 5,728 
and 254 deaths since 
data tracking began. The 
Department of  Health stat-
ed there have been 720,816 
cases and 17,770 total deaths 
across the state.

Active cases of  COVID-19 
at the State Correctional 

Institution in Coal Town-
ship dropped over the week-
end and now stands at 141 
active cases — 126 inmates 
and 15 staff  members. At its 
peak last week there were 
over 200 active cases at the 
prison.

Across the state’s prison 
system, there are 2,414 
cases, of  which 2,163 are 
among inmates.

At area hospitals, 
Geisinger-Shamokin Area 
Community Hospital has 
16 patients being treated for 
COVID-19 and 181 patients 
are receiving care at 
Geisinger Medical Center 
in Danville.

Statewide, hospitaliza-
tions slightly decreased 

DOH: 7,506 new 
COVID-19 cases 
Hospitalizations 
slightly decreasing
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SHAMOKIN — Patrolman James Filko has fi led 
numerous charges against two men as a result of  a 
traffi c stop on state Route 61 in the early-morning 
hours of  Nov. 29.

Charges were fi led Tuesday against Christopher 
McCabe, 48, of  1013 W. Pine St., Coal Township, and 
Abraham Durant, 26, of  33 N. Seventh St., Shamokin.

Durant, the driver, is charged with misdemeanors 
of  possession of  a controlled substance and posses-
sion of  drug paraphernalia, and summary counts of  
driving with a suspended license and driving through 
a blinking red light.

McCabe, a passenger, is accused for possession of  
a controlled substance by an inmate, a felony in the 
second-degree, and misdemeanors of  possession of  
contraband by an inmate, possession of  a controlled 
substance and possession of  drug paraphernalia.

According to the criminal complaint, the offi cer 
observed a black Pontiac drive through a blinking red 
light at North Pearl Street and Route 61. A traffi c stop 
was conducted.

The offi cer informed McCabe he had had several 

Two men charged 
following traffic 
stop in Shamokin 

One facing contraband 
charges for attempting 
to bring meth into jail
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Drought watches or 
warnings have been lifted 
for 20 counties, including 
Northumberland County, 
the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Environmental 

Protection announced this 
week.

The declarations were 
lifted for Bradford, Camer-
on, Columbia, Cumberland, 
Elk, Forest, Jefferson, Juni-
ata, Lycoming, McKean, 
Montour, Northumberland, 
Perry, Potter, Snyder, Sulli-
van, Tioga, Union, Warren 

and Wyoming counties.
The only counties cur-

rently being monitored 
are Centre, Clearfi eld and 
Clinton counties, although 
conditions in Clinton 
County have improved 
from drought warning con-
ditions.

“We’re getting close. 

Recent rainfall brought 
good news for many coun-
ties,” DEP Secretary Pat-
rick McDonnell stated in 
a news release. “But three 
counties have a little ways 
to go to return to normal 
conditions. We ask all 

Drought Watch lifted for 
Northumberland County
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