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SUNBURY — A jury of  seven 
women and fi ve men heard tes-
timony from seven prosecution 
witnesses Wednesday in the trial 
for the mother of  accused child 
murderer Jahrid Burgess, but 
will have to wait until today to 
reach a verdict in the case.

Northumberland County Judge 
Hugh A. Jones continued the trial 

for Christy Wil-
lis, 51, of  Plum 
Creek Road, 
Sunbury, until 
9:15 a.m. today 
after the fi nal 
witness called 
by Northum-
berland County 
District Attor-
ney Tony Mat-

ulewicz testifi ed late Wednesday 
afternoon. No defense witnesses 
were called by Willis’ attorney 

William Cannon, a special con-
fl icts counsel with the county.

Closing arguments by Mat-
ulewicz and Cannon will open 
today’s legal proceedings. Jones 
will then “charge,” or instruct, 
the jurors before they begin delib-
erations in the courtroom.

Willis is charged with felonies 
of  obstructing a child abuse case 
and hindering apprehension or 
prosecution, and a misdemeanor 
of  providing false reports to law 
enforcement relating to the severe 

beating of  3-year-old Arabella 
Parker that led to her death in 
2019.

Authorities said Willis lied to 
a county caseworker and state 
police and gave confl icting state-
ments to allegedly protect her son 
from being charged with murder 
in the case.

Samantha Jo Delcamp, 25, is 
charged as an accomplice in the 
murder of  her 3-year-old daugh-
ter. She remains in Centre County 
Correctional Facility.

Burgess, who is Delcamp’s for-
mer boyfriend, is charged with an 
open count of  criminal homicide. 
He is accused of  severely beating 
Parker between July 19 and Oct. 
10, 2019. The child remained in 
critical condition on a respirator 
at Geisinger Medical Center in 
Danville before passing away Nov. 
22, 2019.

He remains in Northumber-
land County Jail after being 

Willis trial to continue today 
with closing arguments
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BROOKLYN CENTER, Minn. 
— A white former suburban Min-
neapolis police offi cer was charged 
Wednesday with second-degree 
manslaughter for killing 20-year-old 
Black motorist Daunte Wright in a 
shooting that ignited days of  unrest 
and clashes between protesters and 
police.

The charge against former Brook-
lyn Center police Offi cer Kim Potter 
was fi led three days after Wright 
was killed during a traffi c stop and 
as the nearby murder trial progress-

es for the ex-offi cer 
charged with kill-
ing George Floyd 
last May.

The former 
Brooklyn Center 
police chief  has 
said that Potter, 
a 26-year veteran 
and training offi -
cer, intended to 

use her Taser on Wright but fi red 
her handgun instead. However, 
protesters and Wright’s family 
members say there’s no excuse for 
the shooting and that it shows how 
the justice system is tilted against 

Blacks, noting Wright was stopped 
for an expired car registration and 
ended up dead.

“Certain occupations carry an 
immense responsibility and none 
more so than a sworn police offi cer,” 
Imran Ali, Washington County 
assistant criminal division chief, 
said in a statement announcing the 
charge against Potter. “(Potter’s) 
action caused the unlawful killing 
of  Mr. Wright and she must be held 
accountable.”

Intent isn’t a necessary 
component of  second-degree 

Former Minnesota cop charged 
in shooting of Black motorist
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Angie Golson, grandmother of Daunte Wright, cries as she speaks during a news conference 
outside the Hennepin County Government Center Tuesday in Minneapolis. Wright, 20, was shot 
and killed by police Sunday after a traffic stop in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota.
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SHAMOKIN — Offi -
cials with the Shamokin 
Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) are hoping 
to move the city’s “Illumi-
nation Station” pocket park 
project along quicker as the 
undertaking has hit a delay 
with government agencies.

This week, city council 
announced Stomberg, Gar-
rigan & Associates, of  Som-
erset, was awarded a con-
tract for design and engi-
neering work on the park at 
a cost of  $39,500. The fi rm 

is the same one that created 
the GoShamokin plan last 
year.

Betsy Kramer, revital-
ization coordinator with 
SEDA-Council of  Govern-
ments, told EDA board 
members Tuesday there is 
“behind the scenes” prog-
ress being made on the pro-
posed Independence Street 
park.

“Let’s start seeing some 
progress,” EDA board 
member Kathy Vetovich 
said, adding that she is 
not pleased with the pace 
things are moving.

‘Illumination 
Station’ hits 
delay due to 
federal funding
EDA pushes for quicker 
development of project

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

KULPMONT — Mayor Nicholas Bozza announced 
during a meeting of  council Wednesday night that a 
litter cleanup and a fl ower planting at the Veterans 
Memorial Field will be held 9 a.m. Saturday, May 1.

“We are going to intertwine the (annual) litter 
cleanup on the same day (as the planting),” Bozza 
said of  the borough’s pollination garden, “We are 
going to try and get as many residents and volunteers 
as possible to help us plant.”

Bozza advised council that the borough will be 
taking delivering of  a large amount of  mulch for the 
pollination garden, but the drop off  will be near the 
the entrance to the facility. He sought and received 
council’s blessing for street department workers to 
haul the mulch to a location near the pollination gar-
den prior to the event in May.

Councilman Robert Chesney said the scope of  
a drainage project in the 600 and 700 block of  Fir 
Street has changed, which has raised the cost to the 
borough by $44,455 for a projected total cost of  about 
$90,000. He explained that a new drainage pipe must 

Litter cleanup, flower 

planting to be held 

May 1 at Veterans 

Memorial Field
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WEST CHESTER — A 
state constable from Trev-
orton accused of  using his 
elected position and author-
ity for personal profi t is 
scheduled for criminal trial 
9 a.m. Monday.

The Chester County 
District Attorney’s Offi ce 
claims Michael Robel used 
his law enforcement posi-
tion for private security 
interests related to the 
Mariner East Pipeline proj-
ect and failed to report his 
$27,995 income for 2018, as 
required by the state Public 
Offi cial and Employee Eth-

ics Act.
Robel, 59, of  108 Birch 

Road, was charged in 2019 
with felonies of  bribery, 
confl ict of  interest and 
accepting improper infl u-
ence and a misdemeanor 
of  statement of  fi nancial 
interests.

Records show Robel was 
subcontracted to work secu-

rity by a Harrisburg compa-
ny doing business as Raven 
Knights. The constable was 
required and asked to pro-
vide copies of  his state con-
stable and fi rearm cards as 
a condition of  employment.

Robel, who remains free 
on $25,000 unsecured bail, 

State constable from Trevorton 
scheduled for trial next week
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