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SHAMOKIN — The $130,000 
state grant awarded this week to 
the City of  Shamokin will pay 
for a hydrologic and hydraulic 
study on Shamokin Creek and 
its tributaries, the SEDA-Council 
of  Governments (SEDA-COG) 
announced Wednesday.

“Flooding 
impacts communi-
ties regularly, but 
so does its costs. 
We want to assure 
residents with this 
study that the mit-
igation measures 
are truly needed 

as well as recommending the best 
solutions possible,” Betsy Kram-
er, SEDA-COG revitalization coor-

dinator, said in a news release. 
She did not immediately return 
calls for additional comment.

The study has been planned for 
some time. It was an aspect of  the 
city’s Act 47 three-year exit plan 
released in December 2019.

Earlier that year, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
released its proposed fl ood insur-
ance rate map (FIRM), which 
expands the 100-year fl ood zone 

area within Shamokin and adds 
more than 200 residential and 
commercial properties to it.

A 100-year fl ood zone refers to 
the area that is predicted to fl ood 
during a 100-year storm, which 
has a 1% chance of  occurring in 
any given year.

Owners of  properties within 
these fl ood zones must have fl ood 
insurance if  their mortgages 
are backed by a federal agency 

such as the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA), the U.S. 
Department of  Agriculture 
(USDA) or the Department of  
Veterans Affairs (VA). In addi-
tion, Freddie Mac (Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corp.) and Fannie 
Mae (Federal National Mortgage 
Association) are considered in 
this group.

City working with SEDA-COG on flood study
Proposed insurance rate maps could go into effect this summer
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ATLAS — Judging by 
the three action items on 
Mount Carmel Township 
supervisors’ meeting 
agenda Wednesday night, 
springtime is near.

The supervisors unan-
imously approved items 
related to baseball teams 
playing on two fi elds in the 
township.

First, approval was given 
to the Atlas and Locust 
Gap junior league baseball 
teams to use the Strong 
Baseball Field throughout 

the spring and summer, 
pending proof  of  insur-
ance. The coaches will 
submit schedules outlining 
what dates and times the 
teams will use the fi eld.

The supervisors then 
agreed to give $500 dona-
tions — a total of  $1,000 
— to support fi eld improve-
ments at the Strong fi eld 
and for upkeep and mainte-
nance at the Midway Field 
in Diamondtown. The Atlas 
and Locust Gap junior 
league baseball teams 
will receive one donation 
while the joint recreation 

MCT supervisors 
approve baseball 
leagues’ request
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SHAMOKIN — This year’s Music in the Park series at 
Claude Kehler Community Park in the 500 block of  West 
Arch Street will feature nine new bands or musical art-
ists.

“We will have our most diverse group of  entertainment 
since we started the music series in 2014,” commented 
Dave Spotts, who has coordinated the event since its 
inception.

Spotts urged local and out-of-town residents to take 
advantage of  the free concerts sponsored by the City of  
Shamokin.

“This is a community concert series,” Spotts said. “We 
know people are itching to get outdoors and enjoy some 
music after being restricted for a long time due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We’re confi dent bigger crowds will 
attend the events this year.”

Music in the Park 
series to feature 
9 new bands or 
musical artists
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The effects of  the pandemic 
over the past year were unpre-
dictable both for private business 
and government agencies, but 
the Pennsylvania Lottery seems 
to have weathered it relatively 
unscathed.

The lottery’s executive direc-
tor, Drew Svitko, testifi ed before 

the Senate Pennsylvania Appro-
priations Committee as part of  
its series of  budget hearings, 
saying that his department 
actually did quite well, all things 
considered.

“Most of  growth, to be clear, are 
from scratch-off  tickets,” Svitko 
said. “iLottery was a tremen-
dous boost to us in the pandemic 
because it allowed people to play 
safely. … We’re a well-diversifi ed 
business, and we saw that really 

benefi t us in the last year.”
Popular retail venues for lot-

tery purchases — grocery and 
convenience stores — initially 
hurt during the pandemic are 
climbing once again as people are 
getting out more.

“And those retail sectors are 
now booming,” he said.

Luck played a part as well, he 
said, with huge Powerball and 
Mega Millions jackpots.

Even slumping sales from bars, 

restaurants and taverns without 
monitors hasn’t dampened the 
rising overall revenue.

“We have to budget conserva-
tively,” he said. “But for next year 
and beyond I would still expect us 
to grow, but that growth will not 
be what it has been this year.”

Sen. Wayne Fontana, D-Pitts-
burgh, asked how skill games and 
video gaming terminals effect the 
lottery.

Svitko said about 28% of  the 

state’s lottery retailers have 
at least one VGT in their loca-
tions since the state fi rst began 
installing them in 2017. The pan-
demic reduced usage, but as the 
machines are being turned back 
on, he expects the impact to go up.

“We’re have a fantastic year 
but it’s still a very real and math-
ematically proven impact those 
machines are having on us and 
those programs we fund for older 
Pennsylvanians,” he said.

Despite pandemic’s impact on retailers, Pennsylvania 
lottery posted strong revenue growth in past year
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COAL TOWNSHIP — 
Overcoming obstacles, 
veteran stage performers 
will say, is key to produc-
ing a successful show 
— and the music depart-
ment at Shamokin Area 
High School is striving 
to do just that with next 
month’s production of  
“Godspell.”

The musical that follows 
a small group of  people 
who help Jesus Christ tell 
different parables by using 
a wide variety of  story-
telling techniques will be 
presented in-person and 
online at 7 p.m. Thursday, 

April 8; Friday, April 9; 
and 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, 
April 10, in the high school 
auditorium.

‘HONESTLY AMAZING’
SAHS to present ‘Godspell’ in-person and online

Shamokin Area High School senior Joshua 
Bashore portrays Jesus in the music depart-
ment’s production of “Godspell.” More photos, 
Page A6. 

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTOS

Shamokin Area High School student Micah Miller, center, leads a number in the music depart-
ment’s production of “Godspell.” The musical will be presented in-person and online next month.

“ It’s  honestly 
amazing. There’s 
almost no other 
schools in this 

area ... that can do 
shows. ... and we 

are.”

Joshua Bashore,

Shamokin Area     
Middle/High School

Music, Page A6

Grant, Page A6

MCT, Page A6

Godspell, Page A6


