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COAL TOWNSHIP — A 
former Coal Township 
couple is in jail after being 
charged Tuesday with 
burning down their home 
in March on the same day 
they put the residence up 
for sale and two months 
after insuring it for $140,000.

Brett J. Stahl Sr., 27, and 
Jennifer N. Stahl, 35, for-
merly of  950 W. Pine St., and 
now of  Haven Ministries 

in Sunbury, are charged 
by Detective Matthew 
Hashuga with multiple 
counts of  arson and related 
offenses in connection with 
the March 20 blaze that 
destroyed their residence 
and placed fi refi ghters at 
risk of  injury.

The couple was arraigned 
late Tuesday morning by 
Magisterial District Judge 
John Gembic III and com-
mitted to Northumberland 
County Jail in lieu of  $75,000 
cash bail each. They are 
scheduled for preliminary 

hearings Tuesday, June 18.
Footage from a security 

camera angled directly 
toward the Stahl home, on 
the southwest corner of  
Pine and Maple streets, was 
obtained by police from a 
neighbor, according to an 
affi davit of  probable cause. 
The camera captured all 
points of  entry into the 
home and also showed the 
fi re suddenly starting and 
spreading rapidly on the 
fi rst fl oor.

Former Coal Twp. 
couple charged 
with burning 
down their home
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Brett Stahl Sr., left photo, is escorted to a waiting police car by Coal 
Township Patrolman Chris Lapotsky following his arraignment Tuesday on 
arson and related charges. Stahl and his wife, Jennifer, are accused of 
intentionally setting fire to their former home at 950 W. Pine St., Coal 
Township, on March 20. Jennifer Stahl, right photo, is escorted from the 
office of Magisterial District Judge John Gembic III on Tuesday by Coal 
Township Detective Matthew Hashuga.

Stahls jailed in lieu of $75K bail each
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MOUNT CARMEL — Following a year of  hard work, 
the Rosa/Villalobos family received the keys to their for-
ever home during a Snyder-Union-Northumberland Habi-
tat for Humanity dedication ceremony Tuesday.

The Mount Carmel home on Olive Street was donat-
ed to Habitat for Humanity by a family who wishes to 
remain anonymous about a year and a half  ago. Having a 
property in Mount Carmel was a fi rst for Habitat, which 
set out to fi nd the perfect residents for the home.

With no Habitat for Humanity in Schuylkill County, 
Samuel Rosa and Debra Villalobos hoped to fi nd help 
from the Snyder-Union-Northumberland organization. 
Not only did they fi t the criteria, but the proximity of  the 
home to their jobs in the Pottsville area made them the 
perfect family to choose.

Sandra Hopkins, administrator at Habitat, said it’s a 

Habitat for 
Humanity 
dedicates  
1st MC home
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BURNSIDE — In spite of  a soggy weather pattern 
last summer that carried into spring, the forecast at 
the Anthracite Outdoor Adventure Area (AOAA) con-
tinues to shine “bright.”

Dave Porzi, director of  operations of  the off-road 
trail system on 7,500 acres of  county-controlled prop-
erty, said patron attendance this year has exceeded 
last season’s numbers. User demand, he added, has 
led to the fi ve-man authority to expand the operating 
schedule of  9 a.m. to 6 p.m. from fi ve to seven days a 
week.

Porzi said the added hours began in mid-May 
and will continue until at least Labor Day. Although 

Director: AOAA 
future looks ‘bright’
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BLOOMSBURG — For the 20th 
straight year, an honorable pack of  
Tigers invaded the lair of  the Hus-
kies and took the campus of  Blooms-
burg University by storm as they 
participated in their school’s 57th 
graduation Tuesday evening. During 
the ceremony, which was held inside 
the Haas Center, 105 Southern 
Columbia Area seniors received 
their high school diplomas.

Black and gold were the colors of  
the day as SCA students and faculty 
participated in the ceremony on 
a picture-perfect spring day. Tiger 
pride permeated throughout the 

crowd as proud parents and smiles 
abounded, while the graduates 
shared memories and said their 
good-byes to one another.

Invocation

Class president Jadyn Brezinski 
opened the proceedings by express-
ing her appreciation for the bless-
ings of  her high school years at SCA 
and offered words of  wisdom to her 
fellow graduates.

“I feel blessed to have attended a 
small school where I know each one 
of  my classmates, a little about their 
families and their interests,” said 
Brezinski. “I feel blessed to live in a 
community that supports its youth. 
They fi ll our bleachers at a Friday 
night football game and our audi-
torium for sellout crowds for our 

musicals. We leave here tonight as 
ambassadors of  Southern Columbia 
School District and our community.”

‘A Million Dreams’

Senior members of  the SCA cho-
rus then followed with an stirring 
rendition of  the song “A Million 
Dreams,” written by Pasek and Paul 
and arranged by Roger Emerson. 
Following their performance, the 
crowd applauded loudly.

Honor graduates

Next, students graduating with 
honors came up on stage together 
and received special recognition 
individually as they stepped forward 
when their names were called.

105 Tigers roar at SCA graduation
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Graduating members of the Southern Columbia Area High School chorus perform “A Million 
Dreams” on stage during graduation inside Bloomsburg University’s Haas Center on Tuesday 
evening.

CLASS OF 2019
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