
                    T R U S T E D  L O C A L  N E W S  S I N C E  1 8 8 1

The News-Item

WEATHER
Storms and

fl ash fl ooding

80º / 69º

Page A8

INSIDE
Classifi eds.............. B7-8
Comics/Dear Abby .....B6
Comm. Calendar ........B5
Crossword Puzzle .......B7

Lottery Results ..........B2
Obituaries .................. A5
Opinion Page ............. A4
Sound Off .................. A4
Sports .................... B1-4

644-NEWS

TO SUBSCRIBE

vol. 51, no. 273BREAKING NEWS
Check out our website;
fi nd us on facebook.

WWW.NEWSITEM.COM

   O N L I N E  A T  W W W . N E W S I T E M . C O M

 Shamokin, Pa.  Thursday, July 11, 2019  75 ¢ | 7 Day Home Delivery $4.27

SPORTSINSIDE

PAGE B1

DEMS PREPARE FOR 
THEIR MOMENT

PAGE A3

MUELLER 
REPORT

ORANGE/BLACK 

PAGE A5

DOW JONES

+76.71

NASDAQ

+60.80

STOCKS

PAGE A7

HS 
FOOTBALL

SOUTHERN 
COLUMBIA TO 

PLAY ON ESPN2

BY KEVIN MERTZ

THE (MILTON)             

STANDARD-JOURNAL

SUNBURY — With salary 
and benefi ts combined, a 
corrections offi cer can earn 
between $44,000 and $58,000 
during the fi rst year on the 
job at the Northumberland 
County Jail, according to 
information provided as 
part of  a discussion about 
staff  turnover during 
Wednesday’s prison board 
meeting.

Commissioner Sam 
Schiccatano believes turn-
over of  corrections offi cers 
is not just a problem Nor-
thumberland County is 
experiencing.

He tasked Warden Bruce 
Kovach with fi nding out 
how much surrounding 
counties pay their correc-
tions offi cers.

“I have heard other coun-
ties’ salaries may be higher, 
but our benefi ts are much 
better,” Schiccatano said.

Cause not yet released
At least 7 homeless in Lincoln St. fire
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SHAMOKIN — At least seven peo-
ple were left homeless in a fi re late 
Tuesday night that damaged three 
properties in the 100 block of  East 
Lincoln Street, including the Kalla-
way Center for the Arts.

Shamokin fi re investigator and 
Patrolman Raymond Siko II said a 
canine and its handler from the Read-
ing Fire Department inspected the 
fi re scene Wednesday afternoon in 
hopes of  determining a cause.

Siko said the K9 is trained to detect 
accelerants.

When asked if  the fi re was suspi-
cious, Siko reserved comment: “We 
are confi dent that the fi re started in 
a room on the second fl oor at 142 E. 
Lincoln St., but we are holding off  on 
listing the nature of  the fi re due to 
our ongoing investigation.”

He said the 11 p.m. two-alarm blaze 
quickly spread to 138 and 144 E. Lin-
coln St.

Left homeless were two adults and 

four children who resided on the 
second fl oor of  138 E. Lincoln St., and 
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Fire spurts from the roof of a house on Lincoln 
Street in the city Tuesday night.

BY TIM ZYLA AND MARK GILGER
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SHAMOKIN — Housing Authority of  the City of  
Shamokin Executive Director Ron Miller is serving a 
three-day suspension without pay after the organization’s 
grievance committee sided with one of  his subordinates 
relating to alleged workplace mistreatment incidents on 
the job.

According to board president Dave Kinder, Miller is 
serving his suspension 
through Friday. Raspberry 
Hill project manager Jona 
Diehl fi led a grievance 
against Miller concerning 
“harassment and retalia-
tion,” Kinder said.

Diehl said she believes she 
has been retaliated against 
after she wrote a letter of  
support to the board for a 
maintenance man that Mill-
er had fi red in April.

“The board rehired (the maintenance man), and ever 
since then (Miller) has harassed me. He writes me up for 
every little thing that is not true,” Diehl said.

Kinder said a three-person grievance subcommittee of  
the organization’s fi ve-member board unanimously found 
the grievance to be valid after Miller declined to attend 
the private hearing because his attorney was not permit-
ted to be there.

“Mr. Miller is expected to return to work on Monday,” 
Kinder said.

During an interview with The News-Item Wednesday, 
Miller categorically denied the claims levied against him 
by Diehl and concluded that the board is wrong for sus-
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Elementary students per-
form a musical number 
during a dress rehearsal at 
the Shamokin Area High 
School auditorium of the 
A&B Children’s Theatre 
presentation of Disney’s 
“The Jungle Book Kids.” A 
public showing is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. tonight and 
Friday. Admission is $5.
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KULPMONT — The upcoming demoli-
tion of  some main street properties and a 
focus on further cleaning up the commu-
nity highlighted Wednesday’s borough 
council meeting.

Properties at 923, 929 and 931 Chestnut 
St. will be demolished within the next two 
weeks, to the delight of  council and some 
local residents.

Councilman Robert Chesney had a 
strong message concerning the matter.

“These buildings within the borough 

that are in poor show are going to have 
to come down, but the landlords, many 
of  whom are from out of  town, they need 
to understand they are going to be held 
responsible. Kulpmont Borough will not be 
footing the bill,” Chesney said.

Borough resident James Cipriani spoke 
up at the meeting about how he and his 
wife are dealing with issues when it comes 
to neighbors and a lack of  upkeep at their 
respective homes.

“Initially, we welcomed our new neigh-
bor, but, over time, there has been garbage 
piling up, and it’s been very frustrating,” 
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Firefighters work on the fourth-floor patio of 142 E. Lincoln St., 
Shamokin, right, and the roof of the Kallaway Center, left, during a 
fire that started around 11 p.m. Tuesday. 

Council: Houses coming 
down soon in Kulpmont

ROB NAYLOR/STAFF PHOTO

A condemned sign is posted on the door of a Chestnut Street property in 
Kulpmont Wednesday evening. The structure and two others in the same 
block are slated to be demolished.
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