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SHAMOKIN — A man who ded-
icated his life to promoting local 
youth sports, primarily baseball 
and softball, was honored in memo-
riam on the Shamokin Area Youth 
Baseball and Softball Organization’s 
(SAYBSO) opening day of  its softball 
season.

For more than fi ve decades, Dick 
Kashner gave his life to developing 
a local youth facility with top-notch 
ballfi elds where area youngsters 
could compete, make friends and 
have a lot of  fun.

At 10 a.m. on a windy Saturday 
morning, family, friends and the 
public gathered for a special ceremo-
ny at the Bunker Hill Sports Com-
plex, that paid tribute to the late 
Kashner and his love for promoting 
local youth sports.

Two of  Kashner’s children, Rick 
Kashner and Kathy Vetovich, were 
on hand to participate in paying 
tribute to their late father by throw-
ing out the ceremonial fi rst pitches 
to Shamokin youth softballers Zelia 
Suchanick and Lily Neary.

“This fi eld was dedicated to dad 
about 10 years ago and at the time, 
mom would jokingly say, ‘It’s going 
to be the Dick Kashner Memorial 
Field if  he doesn’t stay home more 
often.’ Now here we are today and 
it’s the Dick Kashner Memorial 
Field,” expressed a tearful Vetovich.

“The fact that they’re honoring 
dad like this is just amazing and so 
heartwarming. He did so much for 
everybody.”

Rick Kashner refl ected upon the 
irony of  the day meant to honor his 
father.

“It’s an honor to be able to do this 
for him. Only a few months ago we 
were planning to hold a celebration 
for my dad up here and invite every-
one back that knew and worked 
with him, including many of  his old 
players, to have a ‘remember when’ 
type of  event, so it’s defi nitely bitter-
sweet,” he said.

“Kathy and I are honored to be 

chosen to throw out the fi rst pitch 
today. All of  the people who are cur-
rently running the facility up here 
are doing a fantastic job and we’re 
very proud to be a part of  it.”

Since 1968, the senior Kashner 
was a driving force behind the 
Shamokin-Coal Township Little 
League and the Shamokin Youth 
Basketball League over the years 
and was adamant about the upkeep 
of  the Bunker Hill complex, which 
includes baseball, softball and Little 
League fi elds. He passed away on 
Feb. 14, 2021, followed 18 days later 
by his beloved wife Merle, who 
coached a youth softball team.

Mike Duganitz, president of  the 
Bunker Hill Sports Complex, provid-
ed opening remarks that refl ected 
back upon Kashner’s life and what 
his efforts meant for so many local 
area children.

“Many of  us knew Dick Kashner 
from around this area. We’ve lost 
a true gentleman who started this 
league,” Duganitz said. “When he 

fi rst arrived, it was so bad the kids 
used to have to clear rocks off  the 
fi eld before they could even play 
baseball.”

Duganitz explained that when the 
league was just getting organized, 
Kashner, along with several of  his 
friends which included Bernie 
Romanoskie Sr. and Paul Metro-
cavage, saw over 200 children show 
up in person to sign up for participa-
tion in Little League baseball.

“They looked at one another and 
were overwhelmed that so many 
kids wanted to come out and play,” 
he said.

Following player introductions, 
the singing of  the National Anthem 
was performed by Shamokin Area 
High School student Destiny Smith. 
Then it was time to offi cially play 
ball between the visiting Frackville 
Fury and Shamokin Studio 207 Clip-
pers.

Event organizer and Clippers 

Kashner remembered, honored 
on SAYBSO opening day
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Rick Kashner, left, and his sister Kathy Vetovich throw out a pair of ceremonial first pitches 
together on opening day of the Shamokin Area Youth Baseball and Softball Organization’s 
(SAYBSO) season Saturday morning as president of the Bunker Hill Sports Complex Mike 
Duganitz, right, looks on. Kashner and Vetovich were on hand to help pay tribute to their parent’s 
legacy of helping to promote youth sports throughout the area.

Shamokin Studio 207 Clippers youth softball teammates Lily 
Neary, second from left, and Zelia Suchanick, stand alongside 
Kathy Vetovich and her brother Rick Kashner on opening day of 
the Shamokin Area Youth Baseball and Softball Organization’s 
season at the Bunker Hill Sports Complex Dick Kashner 
Memorial Field.
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WASHINGTON — Tak-
ing the Los Angeles Metro 
for his fi rst trip in months, 
Brad Hudson felt a moment 
of  normalcy when the train 
rolled into the station in 
South Pasadena, California, 
harkening back to his daily 
commute into LA before the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Then Hudson boarded 
the train, and reality set in.

Not everyone wore 
masks. Metro staffi ng levels 
appeared much lighter. 
There was more trash on 
the trains. He worried 
about security.

As President Joe Biden 

urges more federal spend-
ing for public transpor-
tation, transit agencies 
decimated by COVID-19 are 
trying to fi gure out how to 
win back passengers.

It’s made more urgent 
by the climate change 
crisis. Biden has pledged 
to cut U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions at least in half  
by the end of  the decade. 
That aggressive target 
will require Americans to 
ditch gas-guzzling cars for 
electric vehicles or embrace 
mass transit.

“We have a huge oppor-
tunity here to provide fast, 
safe, reliable, clean trans-
portation in this country, 
and transit is part of  the 
infrastructure,” Biden said 

Public transit 
hopes to win 
back riders after 
crushing year
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SEOUL, South Korea — 
North Korea on Sunday 
warned that the United 
States will face “a very 
grave situation” and alleged 
that President Joe Biden 
“made a big blunder” in his 
recent speech by calling the 
North a security threat.

Last week, Biden, in his 
fi rst address to Congress, 
called North Korea and 
Iran’s nuclear programs 
“serious threats” to Ameri-
can and world security and 
said he’ll work with allies 
to address those problems 
through diplomacy and 
stern deterrence.

“His statement clearly 
refl ects his intent to keep 
enforcing the hostile policy 
toward the DPRK as it had 
been done by the U.S. for 
over half  a century,” Kwon 

Jong Gun, a senior North 
Korean Foreign Ministry 
offi cial, said in a statement. 
DPRK stands for the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of  
Korea, the North’s offi cial 
name.

“It is certain that the U.S. 
chief  executive made a big 
blunder in the light of  the 
present-day viewpoint,” 
Kwon said. “Now that the 
keynote of  the U.S. new 
DPRK policy has become 
clear, we will be compelled 
to press for corresponding 
measures, and with time 
the U.S. will fi nd itself  in a 
very grave situation.”

Kwon still didn’t specify 
what steps North Korea 
would take, and his state-
ment could be seen as an 
effort to apply pressure on 
the Biden administration 

‘Very grave 
situation’ 

NKorea warns US 
over Biden speech
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un delivers a clos-
ing speech at the Sixth Conference of Cell 
Secretaries of the Workers’ Party of Korea April 8 
in Pyongyang, North Korea.
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