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WASHINGTON POST

PITTSBURGH — Since 
1959, Al’s Cafe has been 
known for cold beer, hearty 
hoagies and the occasional 
coconut shrimp platter. 
But since the coronavirus 
outbreak, the Bethel Park 
eatery has become the stag-
ing ground for an unlikely 
anti-government rebellion.

First came complaints 
that owner Rod Ambrogi 
and his patrons were fail-
ing to abide by a statewide 
mask mandate imposed 
in July by Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Wolf, a Democrat. 
Ambrogi has since put on 
a mask, but he refuses to 
prevent customers from bel-
lying up to the bar in defi -
ance of  state rules strictly 
limiting indoor dining.

“I can see [wearing] the 

mask now. But the rest of  it 
is stupid,” said Ambrogi, 74, 
who has rallied local tavern 
owners to defy the rules. 
“There are people going 
out of  business every day 
around here.”

Six months into the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
restrictions on dining have 
left restaurants and taverns 
across the nation struggling 
to stay afl oat. Democratic 
presidential candidate Joe 
Biden has blamed Presi-
dent Donald Trump for a 
bungled pandemic response 
that has left at least 190,000 
dead and millions unem-
ployed. But in Pennsylva-
nia, a crucial swing state 
Trump carried by just 
44,000 votes in 2016, a debate 
is raging over whether the 
Republicans in Washington 
or the Democrats in Har-
risburg bear more respon-
sibility for the industry’s 

economic pain.
Nationally, jobs in food 

service and drinking places 
fell 49% from February to 
April, according to Gus 
Faucher, chief  economist 
for Pittsburgh’s PNC Finan-
cial Services Group. In 
Pennsylvania, the job loss 
was steeper, at 59%. And in 
the Pittsburgh metropoli-
tan statistical area, which 
includes seven counties in 
the state’s southwest cor-
ner, those jobs plummeted 
by 62%.

While some have 
bounced back, July fi gures 
show that Pennsylvania 
bars and restaurants are 
still hurting. In Pittsburgh, 
only about a third of  lost 
food and drink jobs have 
returned, leaving about 
33,000 people still unem-
ployed.

Restaurant rebellion
Pandemic limits on alcohol, indoor dining in Pa. creates anti-gov feeling
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Kristen and Rush Burpee of Michigan relax with drinks outside Pittsburgh’s 
Wigle Whiskey. Owner Meredith Meyer Grelli doesn’t blame the state, but 
says, “We are bleeding money like anyone else.”

BY TED ANTHONY

AP NATIONAL WRITER

For years, Erin Whitehead has 
been a committed fan of  the cri-
sis-fueled medical drama “Grey’s 
Anatomy.” She has watched its doc-
tors handle all manner of  upheaval 
inside their put-upon hospital — ter-
rifying diseases, destructive weath-
er, bombs, mass shootings, mental 
illness, uncertainty, grief.

Today, she turns to the emotion-
ally draining show as a salve, some-
thing to take her mind off  of  … well, 
off  of  everything this jumbled year 
has delivered to her nation, to her 
society, to her front door.

“Sixteen seasons of  ‘Grey’s Anato-
my’. That’s what the past six months 

of  2020 have been,” says Whitehead, 
a podcaster and full-time mother in 
Pace, a town of  34,000 in Florida’s 
panhandle. “We’ve all just been in 
triage. Nobody can sustain that level 
of  stress.”

On Friday, March 13, 2020, a 
COVID curtain descended upon the 
United States, and a new season — a 
season of  pandemic — was born. 
Now we are half  a year into it — 
accustomed in some ways, resistant 
in others, grieving at what is gone, 
wondering with great trepidation 
what will be.

New confl icts and causes have ris-
en. Anger and death sit in daily life’s 
front row. A sense of  uncertainty 
reigns. Great chunks of  the national 
emotional infrastructure are buck-

ling. We are locked in a countrywide 
conversation about control — who 
has it and who should.

And as the most contentious of  
presidential elections approaches, 
the very notion of  what it means 
to be an American — and to be the 
United States of  America itself  — is 
perhaps the biggest contention point 
of  all.

“Six months in, we are in a differ-
ent place,” says Alicia Hinds Ward, 
an entrepreneur in Washington, 
D.C. “We don’t want to stay in this 
place. It’s ugly, it’s dark and we know 
we have to change.”

Nearly 200,000 Americans who 
were with us on March 13 are 

VIRUS AMERICA 

Six months in — disarray, 
dismay and disconnect
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Paraprofessional Jaevon Walton, center, reminds a student to wear his face mask in a learning 
pod of second- through seventh-graders at Harvest Best Academy Sept. 8 in Minneapolis.

BY JIM HALE

GETTYSBURG TIMES

As strains on volunteer 
fi re companies continue 
to grow, a $289,000 federal 
grant will help United Hook 
& Ladder recruit and retain 
fi refi ghters, Chief  Steve 
Rabine said.

Help is crucial because 
“the volunteer department 
is dying as we know it,” and 
a switch to paid fi refi ghters 
would add “millions and 
millions” of  dollars yearly 
to the local tax burden, 
Rabine said.

It is “absolutely” becom-
ing harder to fi nd volun-
teers, Rabine said. Cultural 
and economic changes have 
greatly increased work 
demands, led to jobs located 
farther from home, and rad-

ically reduced families’ free 
time, he said.

A bigger membership is 
needed to maintain Unit-
ed’s ability to answer calls, 
Rabine said, which is why 
“the goal of  the whole pro-
gram is to recruit 20 mem-
bers a year” through the 
grant’s three-year life.

To do so, the grant will 
provide funds for a school 
program to “get kids inter-
ested in the fi re service,” 
equipment for new mem-
bers, training and confer-
ences for existing members, 
physical examinations, and 
extensive marketing efforts 
ranging from billboards to 
social media, Rabine said.

Awarded Aug. 26, the 

Gettysburg fire 
company gets 
big grant to 
help recruit 
volunteers
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A Hanover man is accused of  animal cruelty after a 
security video allegedly shows him slamming a dog to the 
ground in McSherrystown.

John Disla, 22, was charged with one misdemeanor 
count each of  neglect of  and cruelty to an animal, plus a 
summary charge of  cruelty to an animal, according to a 
magisterial docket.

Adams County Society for Prevention of  Cruelty to 
Animals (ACSPCA) Humane Offi cer Abigail Avery fi led 
the charges Sept. 4.

Approximately 10:15 a.m. Aug. 30, McSherrystown 
police asked Avery to meet McSherrystown Police Offi cer 

Gettysburg 
man accused 
of beating dog
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