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SHAMOKIN — A 46-year-old 
Shamokin woman is facing 
assault and possible DUI charges 

for allegedly punching a magiste-
rial judge in the face following an 
accident in downtown Shamokin 
Saturday night.

Patrolman Raymond Siko said 
he was stopped around 10:04 p.m. 
by a motorist participating in the 

Shamokin cruise event and was 
told there was an accident in the 
area of  Ninth and Independence 
streets.

Upon arriving at the scene, 
Siko said a large group of  people 
had formed and he identifi ed 

Magisterial Judge John Gembic 
III speaking with a female iden-
tifi ed as Kim Dornsife. Dornsife 
had allegedly backed out of  a 
parking spot into Gembic’s Ford 
pickup truck, causing front-end 
damage to his vehicle.

Siko said he heard Gembic 
telling Dornsife if  she hadn’t 
backed into him, she “would have 
probably killed someone that was 
standing in the street.”

City woman allegedly assaults judge after crash
Gembic says: I took her keys — and a punch to the face — to save someone’s life
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STERLING, Va. — President 
Donald Trump on Sunday dan-
gled the prospect of  renewing 
his tariff  threat against Mexico 
if  the U.S. ally doesn’t cooperate 
on border issues, while some 
of  his Democratic challengers 
for the White House said the 
last-minute deal to avert trade 
penalties was overblown.

In a series of  tweets, Trump 
defended the agreement head-
ing off  the 5% tax on all Mex-
ican goods that he had threat-
ened to impose Monday, but 

he warned Mexico that, “if  for 
some unknown reason” coop-
eration fails, “we can always go 
back to our previous, very prof-
itable, position of  Tariffs.”

Still, he said he didn’t believe 
that would be necessary.

The tweets came amid ques-
tions about just how much of  
the deal — announced with 
great fanfare Friday — was 
really new. It included a commit-
ment from Mexico, for instance, 
to deploy its new National 
Guard to its southern border 
with Guatemala. Mexico, how-
ever, had already intended to do 

that before Trump’s latest threat 
and had made that clear to U.S. 
offi cials. Mexican offi cials have 
described their commitment as 
an accelerated deployment.

The U.S. also hailed Mexi-
co’s agreement to embrace the 
expansion of  a program imple-
mented earlier this year under 
which some asylum-seekers are 
returned to Mexico as they wait 
out their cases. But U.S. offi cials 
had already been working to 
expand the program, which has 
led to the return of  about 10,000 

Trump still hangs tariff threat over Mexico despite deal
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A migrant 
swims 

from 
Guatemala 
to Mexico 

across the 
Suchiate 

River near 
Ciudad 

Hidalgo, 
Mexico, 

early 
Sunday.
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Brian Knarr Jr. watches a lit firework Sunday night on North Rock Street 
across from The News-Item office. Legal fireworks are now on sale, with 
proceeds from this location benefiting the Shamokin Fourth of July fire-
works display.

SHOWER OF 
SPARKS
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LOWER AUGUSTA TOWNSHIP 
— Northumberland County Coroner 
James Kelley is seeking the identity 
of  a man hit and killed by a train in 
Lower Augusta Township Sunday 
afternoon.

Kelley believes the unidentifi ed 
white male was in his 40s or 50s and 
had a tattoo on his upper back that 
read “White Boy.”

The incident occurred in the area 
before Brush Valley Road shortly after 
3 p.m., according to Kelley. The man 
was pronounced dead of  multiple 
blunt force trauma.

State police at Stonington and the 

state police Forensic Services Unit 
responded, in addition to Kelley and 
Chief  Deputy Coroner James R. Got-
lob.

Kelley said the incident is under 
investigation, but there was one wit-
ness in addition to the train conductor.

A call to the investigating state 
trooper for comment was not returned 
Sunday night.

Anyone with information regarding 
the individual is asked to call Kelley 
via the Northumberland County 
County Communication Center at 570-
988-4539.

Coroner seeks identity 
of man killed by train

See Page A2 for more 
police news.
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HARRISBURG 
— With strong tax 
collections oiling the 
gears, Gov. Tom Wolf  
and leaders of  the 
Republican-controlled 
Legislature are working 
under the hood of  a new 
spending plan as they 
head into the fi nal weeks 
of  voting sessions before 
lawmakers break for 
summer.

Front and center is 
an approximately $34 
billion budget package 
that is expected to pass 
before Pennsylvania’s 
new fi scal year starts 
July 1.

Top Republican law-
makers are steering 
much of  the work right 
now on hundreds of  
pages of  budget-related 
legislation behind closed 
doors. A strengthening 
revenue projection for 
next year is easing some 

of  the strain of  assem-
bling a budget, although 
there’s never a shortage 
of  demands on the 

state’s cash.
Meanwhile, the Demo-

Report: Strong cash flow 
smooths budget work, 
but not Wolf’s agenda

FROM THE STATE CAPITOL
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Gov. Tom Wolf talks with Cindy Adams 
Dunn, secretary of the state Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources, as 
they walk down the Falls Trail at Glen Onoko 
Falls in Jim Thorpe on May 21.


