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SHAMOKIN — Mayor 
John Brown signed an exec-
utive order Thursday lifting 
the ban on outdoor dining 
until the conclusion of  
Monday’s council meeting.

The order, he said, is a 
stop-gap measure to allow 
businesses to take advan-
tage of  the weekend and 
recoup some of  their losses. 
Council is expected to for-
mally address the matter on 
Monday.

Restaurants in the yellow 
phase of  Gov. Tom Wolf’s 
reopening plan may add 
dine-in service in outdoor 
seating areas beginning 
Friday, June 5. Wolf  said 
outdoor seating areas 
are permitted, so long as 
they strictly adhere to the 
requirements of  the com-
monwealth’s guidance.

Wolf  said indoor areas, 
including bar areas of  
restaurants and retail food 
service businesses, must 
remained closed to custom-
ers except for through-traf-
fi c. Non-bar seating in out-
door areas may be used for 
customer seating. Prohibit-
ed items include self-service 
food or drink options, such 

as buffets 
and drink 
stations, 
condi-
ments on 
tables and 
reusable 
menus.

Brown 
said busi-
nesses 

in the city have suffered 
“signifi cant” fi nancial loss-
es as a result of  COVID-19, 
adding that the city desires 
to encourage and assist its 
businesses.

Brown’s order extends 
only to outdoor dining 
and not the possession of  
consumption of  alcoholic 
beverages. All require-
ments of  the Liquor Con-
trol Enforcement, Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and precau-
tions in place as a result 
of  COVID-19 must be fol-
lowed. Businesses must 
also follow Americans 
with Disabilities Act regu-
lations.

Brown said the order is 
meant to forgo the city’s 
requirement that business-
es submit an application for 
outdoor seating, which is 
then followed by a review 
of  the zoning and code 
departments.

City mayor 
signs executive 
order allowing 
outdoor dining 
this weekend
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HARRISBURG — Counting an avalanche of  1.4 
million mail-in votes dragged through a third day in 
Pennsylvania on Thursday as some races from Tues-
day’s primary remained too close to call.

Some counties had yet to report any mail-in ballot 
count, while others had reported a fraction of  theirs. 
The Associated Press has not yet called a number of  
races where the contest was close or had a large num-
ber of  votes yet to be counted, or both.

Those races included several where incumbent 
state lawmakers trailed in the count and the only 
competitive primary among the statewide races, a six-
way Democratic primary contest for auditor general.

It also included a closely watched Democratic 
primary contest between Eugene DePasquale, the 
outgoing state auditor general, and lawyer Tom Brier 
for the nomination to challenge four-term Republican 
U.S. Rep. Scott Perry in the Harrisburg-based 10th 
District.

More than 1.8 million voters applied for a mail-in 
or absentee ballot, smashing expectations by state 
offi cials for the debut of  the state’s new vote-by-mail 
law and drawing warnings that many contest results 
would be delayed. Voters returned almost 1.4 million 
of  them, or 75.5%, according to information from the 
state’s elections offi ce Thursday.

Thus far, The AP has called four races in which 
incumbents lost, all of  them in Democratic primaries 
for a state legislative seat.

Lawmakers had voted to postpone the primary 
election from April 28 to avoid the height of  Pennsyl-
vania’s spike in coronavirus cases, and candidates 
and political parties had urged voters to cast ballots 
by mail to protect themselves from getting infected.

Vote counting drags 
through 3rd day 
after state primary
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SHAMOKIN — Demonstrations against police brutal-
ity, racism and inequality continued in Shamokin and 
across the country Thursday as Hollywood celebrities, 
musicians and politicians gathered at a memorial for 
George Floyd.

The service — the fi rst in a series of  memorials set for 
three cities over six days — unfolded at a sanctuary at 
North Central University as a judge a few blocks away 
set bail at $750,000 each for the three fi red Minneapolis 
police offi cers charged with aiding and abetting murder 
in Floyd’s death, The Associated Press reported.

The Minneapolis Police Department fi red the offi cers 

Demonstrations 
continue across 
country; group 
gathers in 
Shamokin to 
end inequality
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Demonstrators stand in the grass plot near the 
Firemen’s Memorial in Shamokin Thursday after-
noon over racial injustice and the death of George 
Floyd, a black man who died in police custody in 
Minneapolis.
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MANDATA — Line 
Mountain Valedictorian 
Dillon Bohner told class-
mates that graduation 
marks “the beginning” of  
the rest of  their lives.

A total of  101 students 
concluded their high school 
careers on Thursday with 

a diploma drive-through 
followed hours later with 
a virtual commencement 
played on YouTube.

Teachers and adminis-
trators welcomed the new-
est group of  alumni who 
arrived Thursday morning 
and the early afternoon to 
pick up their diploma and 
personalized road signs.

Superintendent Dave 
Campbell personally spoke 

with each senior, who 
remained in their vehicle 
during the duration of  the 
unique event. The students 
proceeded to the main 
entrance of  the junior-se-
nior school to receive their 
diploma, a customized 
facemask and other mate-
rials from Principal Jeff  
Roadcap.

The joyous moment was 
a precursor to virtual com-

mencement, which includ-
ed pre-recorded speeches by 
Bohner, Salutatorian John 
Masser, Class President Lil-
lianna Feliciano, Campbell 
and Roadcap.

Feliciano welcomed 
viewers by remarking that 
a virtual commencement 
is not what the Class of  
2020 envisioned prior to the 

LM valedictorian tells fellow 
graduates to ‘make the future’
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Line Mountain High School Principal Jeff Roadcap hands a diploma, a customized facemask and 
other materials to senior Keri Ferster, of Malta, during a diploma drive-through Thursday. A virtual 
graduation ceremony was held later in the evening.
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