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KULPMONT — Some 
65 tons of  asbestos and 
related materials have been 
removed from the former 
J.H. & C.K. Eagle Silk Mill 
and “the dangers are now 
gone and the building is 
secure,” according to bor-
ough Councilman Robert 
Chesney.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
Region 3 on-scene coor-
dinator Ann DiDonato 
supervised the project, 
which amounted to the 
removal of  approximately 
16,500 pounds of  metal and 
other hazardous materials, 
including pesticides and 
mercury, from the industri-

al building at the western 
entrance of  Kulpmont. 
Both the brick and metal 
smoke stacks also have 
been dismantled.

Federal funds from the 
EPA were used for the proj-
ect, and contractors worked 
through adverse conditions 
to complete the work.

According to DiDonato, 
the often frigid and dark 
conditions were defi nitely 
obstacles throughout the 
process.

“The Pennsylvania 
winters are certainly chal-
lenging weather-wise,” said 

DiDonato. “We also had 
to bring in our own light 
source, given the building 
had no power.”

Chesney had nothing but 
praise for the those who 
came to the area to help.

“Ann DiDonato was a 
godsend; her and her staff  
were a pleasure to work 
with,” he said. “We are very 
thankful for their aid in this 
large undertaking.”

Every year, EPA awards 
more than $4 billion 
in funding for grants 

‘Dangers gone’
65 tons of asbestos, other materials removed from former silk mill
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The J.H. & C.K. Eagle Silk Mill in Kulpmont has 
been made much safer after contractors working 
with the federal Environmental Protection Agency 
removed dangerous materials from the structure 
over the last year.
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People look at artwork, including an oil painting of the Lawrence Knoebel Memorial Bridge by 
Gene McGee, inside the Northumberland County Council for the Arts Fine Art Galley during an 
opening reception Thursday evening for “Americana — The Regional Invitational Exhibit.” The 
show features various medium “capturing America” that were created by artists of all ages.
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CATAWISSA — A multi-
tude of  exciting programs 
and initiatives are taking 
place at Southern Colum-
bia Area as students make 
their way back to school 
Tuesday.

New classroom 

equipment

Among the arrivals at 
Southern this year will be 
new equipment in the metal 

technology 
classroom. 
The district 
was awarded 

$10,000 through a compet-
itive grant by the Ameri-
ca’s Farmers Grow Rural 
Education sponsored by 
the Bayer Fund, which will 
equip the department with 
a horizontal bandsaw and a 
hydraulic metal fabricator. 
A presentation of  the grant 
funds is slated for mid-Octo-

ber or early November.
“The new equipment 

will give students expo-
sure to industry-grade 
equipment, enhancing 
course curricula and cre-
ating new opportunities 
for college credit with the 
Pennsylvania College of  
Technology,” said South-
ern Columbia Area School 
District Superintendent 
Paul Caputo.

The fi rst of  the Penn 
College credit opportuni-
ties will be available this 
coming school year as high 
school students enrolled in 
teacher Andy Meyer’s 3D 
modeling and design course 
will earn three Penn Col-
lege credits.

Projects aplenty

Numerous projects will 
be rolled out this year 
that were made possi-
ble through funding by 
the Southern Columbia 

SCA ready 
for new year
District awarded $10K 
in grant funding for 
metal tech classroom

TREVORTON — As renovations continue at Trev-
orton’s Heritage Building, the fi rst invited guests will 
be Trevorton High School band members from 1963 to 
1966, along with a legendary musical fi gure.

On Oct. 12, rain or shine, former band members are 
invited to meet, greet and honor Don Zech, the com-
munity’s most respected band director of  all time. 
From 1 to 4 p.m., former band members will have the 
opportunity to take a trip down memory lane and 
reminisce with the guest of  honor.

Zech’s time as band director at the high school 
began on Aug. 26, 1963. Through hard work, 

Legendary Trevorton 
H.S. band director to be 
honored at fall festival
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ELYSBURG — For the 
last 100 years, the people 
of  Ralpho Township have 
been meeting on Labor 
Day weekend at Ralpho 
Township Community 
Park for a community-wide 
celebration affectionately 
known as “All Home Days.” 
Churches have always been 
a part of  that gathering and 
in years past, when blue 
laws were still in effect, 
the park was shut down on 
Sunday except for a com-
bined worship service.

While times have 
changed, two local churches 
want to make sure that the 
community remembers its 
faith heritage. Grace Chap-

el in Overlook and the Elys-
burg Alliance Church plan 
on holding a joint worship 
service at All Home Days at 
11 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 1.

There will be a live 
worship band and special 
children’s program, along 
with a message from God’s 
word shared by pastors 
Alan Langelli of  Grace 
Chapel and Andrew Knise-
ly of  the Elysburg Alliance 
Church. Scripture for the 
sermon will be taken from 
John 14 about the centrality 
of  Jesus. Recorded in the 
Bible, Jesus states that he is 
“the Way, the Truth and the 

Two Elysburg churches to hold joint 
worship services during All Home Days
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Pastor Andrew Knisely, left, of the Elysburg 
Alliance Church, stands alongside Pastor Alan 
Langelli of Grace Chapel in Overlook.
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