
Our Lady of Hope Church

Fall Food Sale 
and Basket 

Raffl e
Fri., Oct. 16th • 4pm-8pm

and 

Sat., Oct. 17th • 11am-6pm

at the Church Hall

863 W. Chestnut St.

Coal Township, PA

Potato Cakes • Pierogi

Haluski • Pigeons

Sweet Sausage

Theme Baskets & Bake Sale

— Takeout ONLY —
Masks and social distancing required
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INDIANS’ DELBAUGH 
MAKES MOST OF 

FIELD TIME‘BAD HOMBRES’ 

BY C. J. GREGO

THE NEWS-ITEM

chris_g@newsitem.com

COAL TOWNSHIP — Students of  
Little Indians Daycare LLC, located 
on the second fl oor of  the Salem 
United Church of  Christ, showed 
their excitement during a special 
presentation by members of  Maine 
Fire Co. on fi re prevention.

The hour-long event, which pro-
vided information and instruction 
on basic fi refi ghting, encouraged 
participation and interaction from 
the children. It was both informa-
tive and fun.

Daycare director Angela Combs, 
who also teaches the preschool class, 
had her students singing a special 
song about fi refi ghting.

“We have an employee here, Kayla 

Hoffman, who works with the Maine 
Fire Co., along with her fi ancée. She 
helped coordinate this event for us 
today. The kids are really looking 
forward to it, they’re very excited. 
We’ve been going over fi re safety 
tips at home, such as not playing 
with matches,” explained Combs.

Hoffman, teacher of  the 

Learning about firefighting
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Ciera 
Zimmerman, 
right, a fire-
fighter with 
the Maine 
Fire Co., 
teaches stu-
dents of 
Little 
Indians 
Daycare 
about fire-
fighting 
gear inside 
her compa-
ny’s fire 
engine.

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

MOUNT CARMEL — 
The Mount Carmel Town-
ship Police Department and 
Mount Carmel Area School 
District are continuing 
independent investigations 
into an alleged hazing inci-
dent involving members of  
the football team.

Earlier this week, the 
school district announced 
that the team would forfeit 
the remainder of  its games 
due to an ongoing hazing 
investigation that allegedly 
took place off  campus.

During Thursday’s 
monthly school board, dis-
trict solicitor Edward Greco 
told the audience consisting 
mostly of  cheerleaders, 
football players and parents 
that a tip was received via a 
ChildLine call and that it is 
the duty and obligation of  
the district to investigate all 
allegations.

Reading from a prepared 
statement, Greco said any 
allegation of  hazing must 
be taken seriously, noting 
that the topic is listed in the 
student handbook, which is 
distributed to students and 
signed by parents.

“While we would like to 

say the investigation by the 
Mount Carmel Area School 
District is completed, it is 
not the case,” Greco stated. 
“The (district) is deter-
mined to continue with its 
investigation and, if  nec-
essary, may call in an out-
side agency to expand the 
investigation and conduct 
interviews to determine 
the existence, duration and 
commencement of  any 
acts, which could constitute 
hazing.”

Greco revealed that 
the decision to cancel the 
remainder of  the season 

Police, MCA district investigations 
continue into alleged hazing incident
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Jeff Witkoski, 
father of Mount 

Carmel High 
School senior 

football captain 
Reed Witkoski, 

criticizes the 
school adminstra-
tion for canceling 
the remainder of 

the season due to 
an ongoing inves-

tigation into an 
alleged hazing 

incident that 
occurred off cam-

pus.

BY TIM ZYLA

THE NEWS-ITEM

tim_z@newsitem.com

HARRISBURG — Data 
released from the Depart-
ment of  Health states 43 
residents of  Mountain 
View: A Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, Coal 
Township, have died from 
COVID-19. It also lists 176 
residents of  the facility and 
84 staff  members as having 
contracted the virus.

Mountain View Adminis-
trator Kelli Martz said Mon-
day in a notifi cation letter 
to families that the facility 
had two active resident and 
eight active staff  member 
cases of  COVID-19.

The Department of  
Health announced Thurs-
day it had identifi ed an 
additional 1,598 cases of  

COVID-19 across the state 
in a 24-hour period, bring-
ing the statewide total to 
177,520 cases since the pan-
demic began.

A total of  240,220 tests 
were administered in 
between Oct. 8 and Wednes-
day, with 9,370 tests coming 
back positive for the virus.

Twenty-one new deaths 
were reported since 
Wednesday, bringing the 
statewide total to 8,432 
virus-related fatalities. Of  
those deaths, 5,585 have 
occurred in residents from 
nursing or personal care 
facilities.

Over two million Penn-
sylvanians have tested 
negative for the virus since 
Department of  Health 

Mountain View 
death toll rises 
to 43 residents 
Ralpho Twp. testing 
facility to open today
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DEN-MAR GARDENS — 
Much of  Thursday night’s 
Mount Carmel Borough 
Council meeting was spent 
discussing a possible rem-
edy to a fi re offi cial request 
regarding the paving of  
sidewalks.

Rich Zinda, vice presi-

dent of  the Mount Carmel 
Rescue Squad, submitted 
a letter to council asking 
that sidewalks adjacent to 
the squad building be paved 
over due to their cracked 
and uneven surfaces.

“It’s really in bad shape,” 
Councilman Robert Barrett 
said of  the location, which 
also is used as a polling 
place. “People should be 
able to walk around. That’s 

a busy place.”
Council President Robert 

Shirmer said Zinda appeals 
to council every year for a 
fi x to the problem.

“I have a feeling that 
macadam is going to look 
fantastic for a couple of  
months, then ...” deteriorate 
quickly, Councilman Clem-
ent Plisiewicz Jr. said. “I’m 
not against paving it, but 
... what’s underneath that? 

What if  the (base) is crum-
bled and cracked?”

Council then discussed 
whether it should look into 
securing about $50,000 — 
not just for paving, but for 
replacement of  the side-
walks in the area.

“Could we do it with 
SEDA-COG money,” 
Plisiewicz asked. “I don’t 

MC Boro discusses sidewalk replacement
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COAL TOWNSHIP — Two room-
mates from Coal Township are 
accused of  stealing a 2003 Car Mate 
utility trailing containing roofi ng 
material from a Springfi eld backyard 

owned by Police Chief  Edward Pur-
cell.

Brian Austin and Michael Wright, 
both 40, and of  1149 W. Arch St., Coal 
Township, have each been charged 
by Patrolman Kevin Malukas with 
misdemeanors of  theft (two counts), 
criminal conspiracy and receiving 
stolen property.

During an investigation into an 
abandon trailer near the residence on 
Sept. 3, Purcell identifi ed the trailer 
as the one stolen from his property 
between Aug. 24 and 28. The trailer 
did not have a registration plate and 
appeared to be freshly painted with 

CT roomates accused of stealing 
trailer from police chief’s backyard
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